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HE enemy and his friends — past and present — combine to confuse
T the issue. They seek to create a French problem, and by pretending

that black is white they endeavour to sabotage that union among
Frenchmen which has been forged in two years of suffering and resistance.

Yet in France there is no confusion. The French people themselves
can see no French problem. The issue to them is perfectly clear, and in their
minds there exist no doubts.

Fernand Grenier, Deputy of Paris, arrives from Paris and says: “In
France it is quite simple. You are either for the Germans or for Vichy —
which is the same thing — or else you are for Fighting France. And the
people are for Fighting France.” ¢

When the people think of Fighting France they do not think of a faction
operating on foreign soil, nor of a political party. Fighting France for them
is simply the outward expression of the nation’s will to fight — Fighting
France is, in fact, the people.

Most Fighting Frenchmen are in France, not in Africa or Britain. Those
that are in France do not wear uniforms, but they fight and die in the same
way as the men of Leclerc fight and die in the waterless wastes of the Sahara.

Frenchmen of France require that their straightforward view and limpid
convictions be made known to all the world, and particularly to their own
friends who are without direct contact with them. It is the responsibility
of those Frenchmen who are on free Allied soil to interpret and execute at
all times the will of the French people of France.

That will is neither complex nor divided. It is proclaimed in the great
French underground newspapers (now read by millions), by representative
and authoritative Frenchmen who escape to this country, by detailed reports
which reach London by devious routes; more loudly still it is proclaimed by
deeds — by the deeds of those who meet the firing squads with the song of
liberty on their lips, of those who fell in battle at St. Nazaire, of those who
weep and cheer when their homes are accidentally wrecked by the bombs
of their allies, of those who suffer and resist with such grim patience. Also,
that will is interpreted and executed by those who went down with the Surcouf,
by those whose last, stony resting place, lost in the desert, will yet remain im-
perishable in French memory under the the name of Bir Hakeim.

No, the will of France is not a complicated thing. Her will is that her
territory be freed of the enemy, that her liberties and traditions be regained.
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THE STRUGGLE FOR UNI'ON

A New Page in the History of the French Nation

On the afternoon of December
24th — Christmas Eve — Admiral
Darlan, who had been appointed
High Commissioner of French North
and West Africa, was shot to death
by an unnamed assassin.

General Henri Giraud was quickly
appointed High Commissioner in
succession to Darlan. General Ci-
raud, of course, was a man whose
record was entirely different from
that of Darlan, and on Christmas
Day General de Gaulle — esteeming
the road open to moves likely to
secure the unification of authentic
French resistance — suggested to
General Giraud an immediate meet-
ing on French soil.

On December 28th General de

* Gaulle cnce again expressed his

desire to obtain this unification in a
stirring broadeast to the French
people: —

“The French Republic has always
wanted to win this war by the side
of her Allies, for the liberty and the
security of Europe and the world.
Therefore the last Republican Gov-
ernment, to which 1 had the honour
to belong, intended to maintain in
the fight the resources which France
still possessed after the military
defeat in the home country —- that
is to say: her empire, her fleet, her
merchant navy, her financial assets,
her moral influence and, above all,
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the soul of the invaded people, until
the time came when the whole na-
tion could rise again to chase and
punish the enemy.

“Profiting by the disorder caused
by the disaster and by the discipline
of the armies and administrations,
the defeatism of some leaders, the
intrigues of treason, the conspira-
cies of those who opposed the so-
vereignty of the people may have
succeeded temporarily in forcing
upon I'rance first the capitulation
and then a regime of dictatorship
and usurpation. But, frightful as it
was, this was only a kind of episode
which did not change the national
will as it was expressed so long as it
was free. It is to that will alone
that Frenchmen owed and still owe
allegiance.

National Committee: Provisional
Representative of General
French Interests

“Such is the reason and such is
the inspiration for the attitude adopt-
ed as early as 18th June, 1940, by a
great number of French citizens in-
side and outside the country. To-
day, the great mass of the nation
is known to approve and uphold
them. The National Committee,
formed to assure the direction of the
French effort and to represent pro-
visionally the general iaterests of
France, has been able to assemble
little by little a great vart of the
Empire and important military for-
ces, as well as gain the adhesion and
take the direction of the resistance
organisations on our territory.

“It has also been able to secure
from a great number of foreign
powers guarantees concerning the
integrity, the independence and the
greatness of France. Thus, France
has never been out of the war,
neither de facto nor de jure. More-
over, and this is a capital factor in
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the present and future of French
unity and greatness, a kind of mys-
ticism of French liberation has come
into being inside the nation and
throuzhout the world.

‘““Meanwhile, the course of mili-
tary events has brought first the
Allied armies and then the enemy
forces into French North Africa. A
battle is engaged in Tunisia. A
renowned French military leader,
General Giraud — and I can testify
that the Government of the Republic
regretted at the worst moments of
the battle of France that he could
not be appointed generalissimo be-
cause he had been taken prisoner
by the ennemy-—has begun to
draw into combat a part of the
troops of North Africa. Already
these troops have obtained great
successes which will increase. Their
comrades, who, on land, on sea and
in the air, have been able to resume
the fight at different dates in dif-
ferent theatres of war, salute their
help and their glory and hope that
all those who bear the arms of France
may merge, as is right and proper,
into 2 single French army, a single
French navy, a single French air
force.

Usurping Regime Profoundly
Shaken in North Africa

“Moreover, in the territories of
French North and West Africa, the
usurping regime and the spirit of
Vichy have been profoundly shaken
by events. It seems that, despite
two and a half years of virulent pro-
paganda and measures of repression
so harshly applied, the purest pa-
triotic spirit is regaining its rights
there as elsewhere. It seems that
the non union of the whole Empire
in the war is no longer merely desired
and desirable, but perhaps will soon
be realisable in conditioas consonant
with the will and dignity of the
Freanch people.

“But what has already been done,
what is being done to-day, and what
will be done to-morrow by the
French nation for the triumph of
the cause common to all the United
Nations, implies that the nation’s
total effort be united and directed,
that the laws of France be applied,
that the rights and interests of
France be represenced as her honour,
her soul and her power are always
represented by the blood and suf-
ferings of the nation. An enlarged
temporary power grouping all Freach
forces inside and outside the coun-
try, and all French territories which
are able to fight for liberation, is
necessary to national independence
and unity, until such time as the
nation herself may be able to express
her sovereign wishes.

“Frenchmen have oaly one coun-
try. It imports to act so that
Frenchmen may fight only one fight.

“France is and will remain one
and indivisible.”

On the following day. André
Philip, Fighting French National
Commissioner for the Interior and
Labour, expressed with even greater
precision the attitude of Fighting
France to the situation then de-
veloping in that part of the French
Empire most recently liberated:—

“In a communiqué dated Nov-
ember 16th, the French National
Committee announced that it took
no part in, and assumed no respon-
sibility for, negotiations engaged in
North Africa witn the delegates of
Vichy. Since then you have not
heard the Fighting French spokes-
man on the radio. In fact, the si-
tuation in North Africa left us with
the alternative of abandoning the
legal and moral principles which we
considered essential, or of formulat-
ing criticisms which, being broad-
cast from a station in a country which

is giving us her hospitality, might
have appeared out of place.

“The situation has changed and
is to-day modified. It is a fact that
at present possibilities are opened
for collaboration and eventually
for unio,: among all autheatic ele-
ments of Freach resistance. We
therefore resurae our broadcasts and
you will again hear every evening
either the National Commissioners
or the Fighting French spokesman
on the air. .
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“I want to take this opportunity
to indicate the essential principles
which are guiding our action:

“1. The Allied landing in North
Africa opens a new page in the his-
tory of our nation. For two years,
under the inspiration and direction
of General de Gaulle, we, Fighting
Frenchmen of the exterior and the
interior, have continued the fight.
Colonial territeries have rallied to
us and have participated in the war
effort. Roads have been opened,
aerodromes built, a fleet has sailed
the seas, an army has been raised
which has covered itself with glory
at Keren, Massawa, Bir Hakeim, Fl
Alamein — a part of it is at present
participating in the pursuit of Rom-
mel, while the troops of General
Leclerc are operating in the desert.
To-day, Norvh Africa joins this mi-
litary effort. She brings enormous
economic resources, fresh troops with
& noble tradition of heroism and mili-
tary glory. The Trench Fmpire
can to-day be reconstituted, and
thanks to the Empire France is able
to play a primary role in the Medi-
terranean war. The door is open
for us to resume cur role in the world
and we can proclaim proudly that
nothing which went to make the
grandeur of our nation has been lost.

Need for a Single
Administration

“9. This participatios in the inter-
allied war effort is Fracce's parti-
cipation. General de Gaulle and
General Giraud are not feudal chiefs
bringing territories which belong
to them, or troops which are per-
sonally faithful to them. They are,
as we all are, the servants of the
single French nation. It is not up
to the nation to unite behind her
army, but it is up to the army, the
navy, the colonies, all the civil and
military administrations, everywhere,
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to place themselves at the service
of the nation, of the Republic, one
and indivisible. We are therefore
seeking to achieve among the authen-
tic elements of resistance not only an
intimate collaboration, but a real
unity. There must be a single
single French army, even if its parts
are operating in different theatres.
There must be a single administra-
tion shared by all the various metro-
politan or colonial territeries which
have been liberated or have rallied.
Their must be a single organisation
permitting —-in great military and
diplomatic problems — the provi-
sional direction of French interests
and allowing the voice of the natioa
to be heard at the contercnce tables
oi the United Nations.

Republican Principles must
be Re-established

“3. This unity must be brought
about on the only possible legal basis,
that of republican legality. The
French Republic voluntarily en-
tered the war. The Vichy coup
d’état, effectued under enemy pres-
sure, put the French people outside
the Republic. It is a matter to-day
of replacing France in both, of liber-
ating territory and persons at the
same time.

‘In the Free France of to-morrow
constitutional changes will no doubt
be brought about. They will be
brought about by the government
which the French people in its sov-
ereignty will select. Meanwhile, it
is necessary to save and retain the
essential values of our civilisation.
Republican principles must be so-
lemnly reaffirmed and republican
legislation and institutions must be
re-established in all liberated terri-
tories.

““4. This unity must be made bet-
ween resistant Frenchmen. That

(Continuz on page 17)

THE GRE&TTREK

General Leclerc’s Daring Raid Across 1200 Miles of

Mountain

In June of last year it was Bir
Hakeim, and the world held its
breath while General Koenig’s
Bretons and Parisians held out for
sixteen days and nights against
impossible odds.

In January of this year it was
Leclerc’s march to glory, twelve
hundred miles of plain and rock and
mountain and desert, never before
crossed by an army, now covered by
French troops in less than a month.

When General de Gaulle flew
across Free French Africa last au-
tumn, he met General Leclerc and
discussed with him this audacious
operation. On a smaller scale, it
had been done thrice already; on
each occasion the advance into
Southern Libya had been under-
taken with success at a time when
the British VIIIth Army had been
advancing along the southern shores
of the Mediterranean.

Leclere’s main Chad base was at
Fort Lamy. Before even getting
into enemy territory he had to cover
well over 500 miles of desert under
his own control and cross the bleak,
craggy Tibesti mountains oa the
Libyan frontier.

100 per cent. motorised Force

His force, 100 per cent motorised,
included the Tibesti Meharistes,
Chad = sharpshooters, and . young
Frenchmen who had completed their:
training in a Free French camp in
Eangland soon after the collapse of the
metropolitan armies. The latter ure
all the more deserving of praise be-
cause they were not regular soldiers,
and were without much experience
of warfare of this description.

and Desert

For a fortnight Leclerc’s flying
column advanced pratically un-
observed. It had to take all sup-
lies — water, petrol, food and muni-
tions — for there were no bases en
route, and no water between the
Chad and the Central Fezzan. The
column’s only air protection came
from the Fighting French Bretagne
Squadron, operating on old-fashioned
machines, but staffed by daring and
experienced crews.

Column spotted on New Year’s
Day

On New Year's day the column
has been definitely spotted by the
enemy, and the first clash had oc-
curred in the Fezzan, the vast pla-
teau extending over southern, south-
western and central Libya. The
first commuaiqué was radioed to
Fighting French H. Q. in London: —

“General Leclerc’s H. Q., Central
Africa — To General de Gaulle,
London: —

“Our udvanced elemeats progress-
ing northwards across the Fezzan
have encountered and put to flight
an enemy motorised column.. Some
equipment was captured and losses
inflicted. Our casualties: are negli-
gible. Our bomber aircraft - have
attacked the' enemy positior. -of
‘Murzuk (capital of the Fezzan), and
our fighters strafed enemy ‘troops
on the ground in this area. None
-of our aireraft is missing.”

Iaterest, faint at first, was awak-
ened throughout the world. Next
day’s communiqué confirmed that
things were going well. It was terse
and to the point: — :

“Our motorised forces have pro-
gressed several hundred miles from
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the Chad-Libyan froatier and are
advancing northwards. Our aircraft
have raided enemy posts. — Leclere.”

4th January—Oum-el-Araneb
Captured

On January 4th came big news.
Oum-el-Araneb, 65 miles east of
Murzuk, one of the main Axis out-
posts and key to the heart of the
Fezzan, was taken. The communi-
qué said: After three days of violent
attacks by land and air, a column
under the command of Colonel
Ingold has captured the key outposts
of Oum-el-Araneb. This position
was strongly held by the enemy.
Our forces took several hundred
prisoners, ten guns, a large aumber
of machine-guns and mortars, and
much other booty.”

Colonel Ingold’s son, who was a
pilot in the Fighting French Air
Force, had recently been killed on
active service.

The next day’s communiqué stated
that fighting continued, but that
operations were hampered by very
bad weather. In this part of the
world, the most usual form of bad
weather is the sandstorm. Fighting
in these conditions tests a man’s
skill and endurance to the limit.

At this point two tactical courses
seemed open to Leclerc. He could
continue north from Oum-el-Araneb,
or he could turn west and strike at
Murzuk itself. After four days of
sandstorms, ‘the Fighting French
strategy was still undefined, but the
next positive communiqué gave de-
tails of a daring swoop on El Gatrun,
south of Oum-el-Araneb. A flying
column of Meharistes (Camel Corps)
under the command of Captain
Sarazac, had detached itself, un-
observed by the enemy, from the
main body of Leclerc’s force and
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swooped on El Gatrun, carrying the
position by storm and taking 177
prisoners as well as much booty.
“The detachment,” said the com-
muniqué, “‘covered a great distance
at record speed and swept the_ene-
my off his feet.”

9th January—Brach
Captured

World interest, now thoroughly
aroused, turned to excitement when
late on Saturday, January 9th, the
big news-agencies rushed this mes-
sage to all newspaper offices: —

“FLASH — Leclerc’s Fighting
French Chad force has occupied
BRACH, 350 miles S. E. of Tripoli.
(Official).”

A few minutes later came a fuller
message: —

“Advanced elements of General
Leclerc’s Fighting French forces
moving north from the Chad have
occupied the enemy outpost of Brach,
350 miles S. E. of Tripoli and more
than a thousand miles from the main
Fighting French base at Fort Lamy.
Brach is 200 miles north of El Gatrun,
the capture of which was announced
in yesterday’s communiqué.

“The Fightiag French have now
penetrated to the borders of Tripoli-
tania after one of the greatest treks
in military history.

. “Follows the next of to-night's
communiqué from General Leclerc’s
H. Q. in the Fezzan: ‘The defeat of
the enemy is' becoming a rout. Our
advanced elements have occupied
Brach. Other enemy outposts are
encircled by our troups. Operations
continue.” '

Meanwhile, 100 miles northeast
of Murzuk, the Bretagne Squadron
had razed to the ground the enemy’s

(Continued on page 18)
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IN CONVOY TO MURMANSK

The Story of the Voyage told by the Captain of a
French Escort Vessel

A summer convoy to Murmansk
was a very different sort of job from
that which we had been doing until
then in the North Atlantic. We
could well imagine what our voyage
would be like from the insistence of
the base gunnery officer on a final
training session for the A. A. gun-
layers. Daylight is continuous in
the Barents Sea during the summer
months, and though there is little
fear of surface attack by submarines,
conditions are ideal for aerial attack,

As a prelude to air attack, we
were located one morning and per-
sistently followed by a Dornier
which maintained a tireless circling
of the convoy, out of range of our
guns. Twelve hours after the arrival
of this “‘spotter”’, the attacks began.
At 6 p. m. the leading destroyer of
our escort, signalled by radio: “Four
enemy planes approaching convoy.”

We saw torpedo-bombers coming
in on the starboard bow, just skim-
ming the waves. Every escort vessel
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on our side of the convoy opened a
noisy fire, and the smoke-puffs of ex-
ploding shells encircled the planes.
They each released their torpedoes,
sending up great spouts of water,
and made off. Their torpedoes had
been released while they were at a
good distance and we reckoned, of
course, that our fire had scared them.
Eight torpedoes raced towards our
ship and the rest of the convoy while
we watched their tracks. We waited
for heavy explosions among the ships,
which were almost broadside on, but
nothing happened. On this occa-
sion the four planes and eight torpe-
does had wasted their time.

Dive-Bombed by a Dozen
Junkers 88’s

At 9 o’clock the same night the
first bombers appeared, a dozen
Junkers 88’s, and the convoy and
escort vessels put up a fiercer barrage
than I had ever seen. A few half-
hearted bombing dives followed,

but for all that, these precious
Germans don’t lack the instinet of
self-preservation. The convoy suf-
fered no loss, but one merchant ship
which had developed a list was no
longer under way and needed a tow.
The next day, in a Vichy broadcast,
we were to hear: ‘““According to a
despatch from Berlin, a strongly es-
corted convoy was attacked between
Ireland and the North Cape, one
ship being sunk and five others
damaged.”

Whether torpedo-bombers or or-
dinary bombers, every attack was
like this, the standard type which
can be seen any day in the Channel
or North Sea. Meanwhile, in addi-
tion to ice-floes, which obliged the
convoy to change course and follow
one nearer to the coast of Norway
than we should have wished, two
things were against us. Firstly, the
increased distance from our bases
meant less aerial protection, and then
the repetition of these attacks, night
and day, for the next five days. In
all we suffered nineteen attacks, with-
out counting the false alarms which
entailed the manning of action sta-
tions.

Five Days Later We Entered
Port

“George”, as we had named the
German reconnaissance plane which
kept an unbroken watch on us, was
relieved several times a day. The
flights of bombers were certainly not
always the same. But for the con-
voy and its escort there was no relief.
Sleep had to wait till we entered port
five days later. Bombs and anti-
aircraft shells, as can be imagined,
were not always without effect, as on
the first day.

One of the fiercest attacks we
suffered was when two flights of

torpedo-bombers attacked at once,
one coming in on the port side and
the other on the starboard bow, with
a dozen Junkers attacking astern.
One vessel that was hit had to be
abandoned with flames leaping higher
than her masts. Another, a Russian
ship, hit forward by a bomb, kept
under way trailing a black plume of
smoke. After the attack, ‘‘George”
again took up his vigil. Asone A. B.
said on the Bridge: “It’s thanks to
that swine there that we're having all
this trouble.”

The firing of the A. A. guns having
become a routine, we were given a
chance to prove ourselves as firemen.
The Russian ship’s fire-fighting equip-
ment had been destroyed in the ex-
plosion, and while she maintained
her place in the convoy we drew
alongside. When our stern was some
fifty feet to port of her stern-post we
passed aboard her hoses which were
attached to our own apparatus. This
little exercice in manceuvring was in-
terrupted at the end of half-an-hour
by a fresh attack. Later, we learn-
ed that the fire had beea brought
under control.

Well Content with the Result
of our Efforts

On our arrival in port, when the
convoy was mustered in a long line
of cargo-boats, each low in the water,
heavy with freight carried, decks
covered with tanks and aeroplanes,
all of us, Americans, British, French,
Poles and Russians from the mer-
chant ships and escorting warships,
were well content with the result of
our efforts. Our own Sh\lp was the
only one of this fleet to carry the
French flag, and it was doubtless
because of this that an American
vessel which drew ahead of us flashed
us the signal: “Vive la France” —
ever a proud moment.
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FIERCE RESISTANCE SWEEPS FRANCE

Germans Admit Failure of Collaboration

The spirit of resistance in France
has reached new heights in the last
two months. Much that has been
real but dormant is stirring vigorous-
ly now, stimulated by news of Allied
successes and by renewed hope of
even stronger offensives by the
United Nations.

Although the French people have
undoubtedly, as General de Gaulle
said recently, been ‘‘staggered” by
some of the latest events, it seems
that their unyielding resistance has
reached such a point after two and a
half years of occupation that even
the Germans are beginning to despair
of ever being able to shake it.

The truth of this assertion is best
proved by simply quoting recent
comment from the Axis and neutral
press.

The failure of that most unreal of
all hypocrisies — the policy of colla-
boration: oa November 27th, rine-
teen days after the first landings in
French North Africa, the diplomatic
correspondent of D. N. B., the official
German news agency, wrote sadly:
“The occupation of Toulon and the
disarmament of the French Fleet and
Army are the inevitable result of a
development characterised by Ger-
many's constant readiness to co-
operate with France and the sabotage
of all attempts at co-operation by
incorrigible  French elements. ..
Things could not, in the loag run, go
on as they have been doing.”

While on the same day the Berlin
correspondent of Svenska Dagbladet
cabled: **The Axis was faced with
potential enemies in France, in spite
of its own readiness to collaborate.
There has been a great increase in the

12

activity of certain French circles, par-
ticularly of late...”

Finally, the Volkischer Beobachter
commented bitterly: ‘“Never before
has a victor made such honest at-
tempts to heal the wounds of the
conquered and help him up again as
Germany has done in the case of
France, and never before has the
conquered more foolishly reb uffed
the proffered hand.”

Italy always sceptical of
French collaboration

At the other end of the Axis, dis-
appointment was no less keen. The
Rome correspondent, of the Die Tat
said on November 29th: “Italy of-
ficially welcomed the Toulon inci-
dent, because it terminated two
years of ambiguity and wrong treat-
ment of France. Opinion in Rome
is that defeated France was always
trusted too much, and the Axis had
too much patience with her. Italy
was always sceptical about the readi-
ness of France to arrive at an under-
standing and to collaborate with the
Axis.”

Hitler still finds Laval can usefully
serve him, although a Nazi party
newspaper published in western
Germany, quoted by the Svenska
Dagbladet on December 2nd, admitted
that “practically the whole of France
is against Laval.”

On December 4th, the German-
controlled Action Frangaise sought
an explanation of the obstructionist
attitude of the French people: *‘By
numerous symptoms one perceives
the existence of an oppositional plot,
the head of which is abroad and the
ramifications of which stretch in a
close network in our own country,

comprising the most diverse madmen.
Too many Frenchmen are unwitting
accomplices . . . "

In Paris itself, feeling was vividly
described in Le Démocrate (Delé-
mont) on December 11th: ‘“Here the
troops of occupation and Axis sup-
porters are constantly taking fresh
precautions. Hotels, beginning with
the Majestic, police-stations and
guard-houses, are protected by barb-
ed wire. In the middle of Paris one
can see on some pavements piles of
barbed wire. as tall as a man. Al-
though Paris is blacked out, the Place
de I'Etoile is brightly lit, so that even
at night the police can easily detect
any suspicious individual trying to
approach large houses placed at the
disposal of German army staffs. The
Parisians have no relations with the
occupiers, whom they ignore. If a
German soldier gives up his seat, it is
politely refused. Attempts to start
conversations are ignored. Parisians
are only interested in news circulat-
ing underground. ... 90 per cent.
of the population have remained very
French. Dignified, calm, aware that
any inopportune demonstration would
cost them dearly, this 90 per cent.
await, without any exaggerated im-
patience, for better days.”

Berlin's impotent rage in the face
of this resistance was referred to in
the Nya Dagligt Allehanda of De-
cember 11th: *‘German irritation
about France is obviously uaceasing,
but it is difficult to see what the
Germans can do. The whole of
France is now occupied, a Quisling
regime is in power, and further vio_
lence would scarcely lead to other
than increased ‘resignation’ — i.e.,
to increased passive resistance to the
‘New Order.” ”

Resistance earning world
admiration

This “resignation’” of the French
people provoked an outburst on the
same day from the Volkischer Beo-
bachter: “When a new and better
Europe was being built in the cam-
paigns at the beginning of 1941,
France’s eyes seemed to be closed,
and she acted as though she saw
nothing. Occasionally we hear the
name of Pétain and Laval, and Déat’s
voice is also loud . .. we hear, but
we seek the reactions to them in
vain.”

The increase of a popular resistan-
ce which was already earning the ad-
miration of the world was implicitly
underiined in the neutral 7'ribune de
Gen2ve of January 5th: “Our Paris
correspondent writes that the Gov-
ernment is to start a real crusade
against Gaullism, Communism and
terrorism. The authorities have ob-
served that the occupation of the
tormer free zone led to an intensifica-
tion ot terrorist activities. There
has been a general movement to re-
group the various tendeacies, with
the object of unifying the terrorist
gobtvity . ;- ¥

The final word may appropriately
be left to the Démocrate (Delémont),
which stated badly on January 6th:
“The Vichy correspondent writes
that public opinion pays little atten-
tion to the Government’s efforts to
establish a modus vivendi between
France and the Axis, everyone real-
ising that the present situation can-
not last. The total occupation of
France left the average Frenchman
as anti-collaborationist as before.
He does not intend to help the troops
which have just occupied Lyons,
Toulouse and Marseille.  Although
silent, he shares the mentality of
those of his compatriots who still
fight e ¥
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General Legentilhomme’s arrival
in Tananarive, Madagascar, as High
Commissioner for French possessions
in the Indian Ocean, brings to a sa-
tisfactory conclusion the negotiations
between the French National Com-
mittee and H. M. Government on the
subject of Madagascar. An agree-
ment covering the admiaistration of
the colony was signed in London on
the 14th December, by Mr. Anthony
Eden and General de Gaulle, in which
French sovereignty was re-established
under the authority of the High Com-
missioner appointed by the French
National Committee. By the terms
of this agreement ‘‘the provisional
military administration set up by the
British authorities after the occupa-
tion of the island of Madagascar
will come to an end upon the arrival
of General Legentilhomme in this
French possession, and the necessary
provisions are made for the re-es-
tablishment of the exercise of French
sovereignty over Madagascar and
its dependencies under the authority

14

JIBUTI AND MADAGASCAR—

Jibuti

of the High Commissioner appointed
by the French National Committee.

*“The High Commissioner will pro-
ceed as rapidly as possible with the
reorganisation of the French military
forces in the territories under his au-
thority in order that they may take
as large a share as possible in their
defence and, if required, play their
part in operations in external thea-
tres of war against the common ene-
my.

“For the present the General Of-
ficer Commanding British Troops in
Madagascar will be assigned the duty
of ensuring the defence of the terri-
tory against an external attack, and
the agreement defines in detail the
powers conferred for this purpose
upon the General Officer Command-
ing.

“It is laid down that all questions
which cannot be settled on the spot
by the High Commissioner and the

__UNDER FIGHTING FRENCH CONTROL

General Legentilhomme takes over as High Commissioner

General Officer Commanding British
Troops will be decided by agreement
between II. M. Government in the
United Kingdom and the French
National Committee.”

General de Gaulle Expresses
France’s Satisfaction

In comment upon the agreement,
CGeneral de Gaulle issued a state-
ment in which he stressed one more
the fact that it had always been the
will of France to carry on the war in
her colonies, and he emphasized the
satisfaction to the French people of
the way in which the British Govern-
ment fulfilled its. engagements.

“It is common knowledge that
Madagascar, and the .whole French,
Empire, would whole-heartedly have

continued the war in June 1940, after
the defeat in'Metropolitan France,”
said General de Gaulle, *-had it not
been for the criminal policy which

prevented her from fighting against
the enemy and which — on the con-
trary — ordered her to fight her allies.

“In Madagascar, as elsewhere,
Fighting Trance will make amends
for this and will at the same time
restore the laws of the Republic,
which cement the union of our Em-
-pire.

“On the occasion of this agree-
ment, I would like to emphasize the
complete loyalty of which Great
Britain, our old and trusty friend,
has just given yet another proof.
The French people, in its present
ordeals, will observe with satisfac-
tion that the British Government —
despite currents, wind and tide —
respects French sovereignty in the
Empire and fulfils engagements most
nobly ‘and scrupulously. ...

-“In those facts lies a fresh proof
of -alliar.ce which France will not
overlook.”

The new French ‘High * Commis-
sioner is- by no means unknown to
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this theatre of war. As far back as
1926, General Legentilhomme, then a
Major, was Chief of Staff to the
General in Command in Madagascar.
Later, in 1939, he was sent on an ur-
gent mission to Jibuti to put the de-
fences of French Somaliland in order,
and on the declaration of war was
placed in command of French and
British Somaliland. It was he who
was the first Commander of French
Imperial forces to declare his inten-
tion of continuing the war at the side
of the Allies. As a result of this act,
the Vichy Government relieved him
of his command, and, refusing to
return to France, he placed himself
at the disposal of General de Gaulle.

How Jibuti Joined the Allies

After long talks recently between
a secret British Mission, consisting
of Major-General Fowkes, who com-
mands the British forces in Abyssi-
nia, and Mr. H. L. Hopkinson, di-
plomatic assistant to. Mr. Casey,
Minister of State in the Middle East,
and General Dupont, French Acting-
Governor, this last remaining Vichy
French possession in Africa came
over to the Allies on the 28th De-
cember, 1942. The British mission
was sent to Jibuti following Lt.-Col.
Raynal’s act, when, with 1,800
troops from French Somaliland, he
crossed the frontier into British So-
maliland and joined the'Allies. Previ-

ously he had asked the Actihngov-

ernor, M. Truffert, to declare for the

Allied cause. M. Truffert declined,

but, after ,lénding transport to Lt.--

Col. Raynal for his troops, he re-

signed from his position and entered "
a monastery. General Dupont was

then appointed in his stead. He is
now in command in French forces in
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the région, and M. André Bayardelle,
a colonial administrator, formerly in
Equatorial Africa, has been appoint-
ed Governor of French Somaliland.
His first act on taking up his Gov-
ernorship was to release all de Gaul-
list sympathisers imprisoned under
the Vichy regime, and his second act
was to return all confiscated radios.

It is the intention of Fighting
France to maintain a strong garrison
in Somaliland to ensure the defence
of this strategically important terri-
tory at the mouth of the Red Sea.
The capital of the colony, Jibuti, is
also the terminus of Abyssinia’s only
railway.

First-Line of Defence against

Japan

General Legentilhomme thus takes
up a position of vital importance in
ensuring the French first-line of de-
fence against the Japanese menace.
Fighting France has been at war with
Japan, in common with the other
Allied nations, since the 7th De-
cember, 1941, the date of the Japa-
nese attack on Honolulu and Manila.
And Japan now holds one of France’s
most valuable colonies in the Orient,
Indo-China, which the Vichy Govern-
ment signed away to Japan on the
29th July, 1941. Previously, Gene-
ral de Gaulle and the Council of De-
fence of the French Empire declared
that any cession of French territory
by the Vichy Government would be
considered null and void by them.
Fighting France’s armed might will
now, therefore, be immediately direc-
ted againstNippon forces on two

fronts. Their outposts of New Ca-
ledonia, New Hebrides and Tahiti
have already been brought into pro-
minence in the Pacific War.

THE STRUGGLE FOR UNION
(Continued from page 4)

means that there cannot be ad-
mitted into this union — without
causing the most cruel disillusion-
ment in the nation and thereby
weakening the allied war effort —
the men who have collaborzeted with
the enemy, who have adopted the
enemy’s ideology and who seek to-
day, or will seek to-morrow, to save
their jobs by flying without risk to
the side of victory.

+Unity must be achieved among
real patriots, among all those who,
whatever their political or social ori-
gin, had and have oaly one anxiety,
only one preoccupation — that of as-
suring the return of France into the
was, of liberating the territory and
of restoring lost liberties.”

Allied Sympathisers Were
Not Liberated

It cannot be said that these spee-
ches by General de Gaulle and M.
Philip brought the immediate results
for which many Frenchmen must
have hoped. Mysterious arrests
were made in North Africa, and
anxiety was not allayed by the stories
received from American correspon-
dents to the effect that Frenchmen
who had been arrested by the Vichy
authorities in North Africa for the
practical help which they had given
to the Allies had still not been liber-
ated. It was in this atmosphere of
increasing mystification -that (on
January 2nd) General de Gaulle made
the following lucid and outspoken
public statement: —

‘Internal confusion is steadily in-
creasing in French North and West
Africa. ;

“The reason for this confusion is

that French authority has no "basic
point, following the collapse of Vichy,

‘since the great force of national fer-

vour, coherence and experience which
constitutes Fighting France and
which has already returned to the
war and to the Republic a large part
of the Empire is not officially repre-
sented in these Freach territories.

French Opinion Staggered

“The results of this confusion
are: — Firstly, a situation which is
and will be embarassing for the oper-
ations of the Allied Armies; secondly,
the fact that France, at the decisive
moment, is deprived of that power-
ful trump card which would be re-
presented by the union for the pur-
suit of the war of her vast Empire in
liaison with the movement of resis-
tance in France itself; finally, and
perhaps most important of all — the
amazement of the French people,
staggered in their misery by the
strange fate of that part ot the Em-
pire most recently liberated.

Remedy for-the Situation

“The remedy for this situation is
the establishment in French North
and West Africa, as in all other
French territories overseas, of a tem-
porary and enlarged central power,
founded on national union, inspired
by the spirit of war and of liberation,
with laws which are the laws of the
Republic, to last until such time as
the nation has made known her will.
Such is the tradition of French de-
mocracy. It was thus that in 1870,
after the fall of the Empire, the men
of the National Defence provisionally
took power in the name of the Re-
public in order to direct the war ef-
fort of the nation.”

General de Gaulle added that he
believed the situation of France and
the general situation admitted of
a0 delay. *
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THE GREAT TREK
(Continued from page 6)

hangars and workshops at Sebha,
main military base in the Fezzan. A
munition dump in this area was also
destroyed.

12th January—Conquest of

The Fezzan

Murzuk was then completely cut
off, and three days after the capture
of Brach this telegram was received
in London: —

“The conquest of the Fezzan is
now achieved. Troops under the
command of Colonel Ingold have oc-
cupied Murzuk, the capital, and
Sebha, main military base. Both
garrisons were taken prisoner almost
to a man. Further to the north,
our advanced elements have made
considerable progress. They have
met and engaged an enemy motorised
force. After a lively battle the ene-
my withdrew, leaving in our hands
one armoured car and much booty.”

Further messages from General
Leclerc announced the appointment
of Lt.-Col. Delange as Military Gov-
ernor of the Fezzan — the first large
territory to be conquered entirely
by Fighting French troops. Colonel
Delange, who, said General Leclerc,
was “going ahead rapidly with the
military and administrative organisa-
tion of the occupied territory,” was a
man eminently fitted by his experien-
ce 10r his new task. He had spent
most of his career in Africa and the
Near East. He spoke a number of
African tongues. He had distin-
guished himself in the Syrian cam-
paign of 1941, and before that had
played a big part in rallying Equato-
rial Africa to the Free French.

Leclerc’s success electrified French
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Africa. The Governor of the Chad
cabled his admiration and gratitude
for “your magnificent feat of arms.”
The Governor of Gabon telegraphed
similar congratulations. And in
London General de Gaulle broadcast
to the French nation: —

“France’s glory is great enough
for us to avoid superlatives in re-
ferring to these events. Of the mili-
tary epic of General Leclerc and his
companions, we will just say that it
constitutes an exploit not inferior
to the finest in our history.

“By the victory of our Chad
troops, the enemy has seen once more
flare up the war-flame of France —
that flame which he believed extin-
guished by disaster and treason. but
which has not for one day ceased to
burn and to grow under the inspira-
tion of those who refused to despair.”

Italian Force Routed in

Tripolitania

While Leclerc was making his
dramatic push, developments were
taking place on other African fronts.
In Tunisia and southern Algeria,
French troops under General Giraud
were constantly harrying the enemy.

" Their glorious feats were not few,

and one band of Meharistes penetrat-
ed into Tripolitania, routing an
Italian force and reaching a point
some 250 miles west of Leclerc's
spearhead.

To the north, General Mont-
gomery’s VIIIth Army continued
its relentless advance on Tripoli,
final goal of Allied Middle East ar-
mies for over two years. With
Montgomery, of course, was a sub-
stantial force of Fighting Frenchmen
under General de Larminat which in-
cluded Koenig’s men of Bir Hakeim

FRENCH COMMEMORATIVE DATES
JANUARY—DECEMBER, 1942

January  13th
17th

30th
February 15th

22nd
28th

28th
March 12th

March 16th
18th

27th-31st

April 2nd
5th

19th

May 26th
June 11th
June 16th

Third Inter-Allied Conference held at St. James's Palace.

Free French troops and Lorraine bomber squadron took
part in the capture of Halfaya.

Corvette Roselys rammed a U-boat.

M. Louis Bonvin, Governor of the Free French Establish-
ments in India, appointed Member of the French
Council of Defence of the Empire.

Corvette Alysse sunk on convoy duty in the Atlantic.

United States Government recognised the French Na-
tional Committee’s authority over French posses-
sions in the Pacific.

Iree French forces from Chad raided Libya: Italian
outposts of Tegerri, El Gatrun, Um El Raneb, Hun
Sebha Brach, Zuila, Temissa, Uan El Chebir, and
El Ouighel Chebir fell to French raiding troops.

Free French Mission arrived in Moscow.

H. M. Government and the French National Committee
signed Commercial Agreements relating to French
Equatorial Africa and the Cameroons.

French population fought alongside the British com-
mandos at St. Nazaire.

Rear-Admiral Auboyneau appointed National Commis-
sioner for the Navy.

American Consul-General appointed to Brazzaville.

Submarine Surcouf reported overdue and presumed lost.

1st Free French Brigade held out at Bir Hakeim against
the Italian onslaught.

Corvette Mimosa lost on active service.
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LIBYA
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Halfaya Pass - January 17th 1942.

DIEEPE - August i9th, I

June 24th

July Oth

10th
13th

14th

15th

28th

August 11th
19th

September 3rd

14th

28%th
20th
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Publication of the French Charter, the Agreement bet-
ween Gieneral de Gaulle and the representatives of the
underground organisations of French resistance.

United States Covernment recognised General de Gaulle
and the French National Committee as the symbol
of France's resistance and the custodian of her tra-
ditions. Rear-Admiral Harold Stark and Brigadier-
General Rolte appointed to consult with the French
National Committee.

Appointment of Fighting French Mission to America.

Submarine-chaser Rennes lost in an engagement with the
enemy.

Quatorze Juillet.  Free French Movement became known
as Fighting France — La France Combattante.
Formation of Fighting French Commando Unit.

General de Gaulle visited the House of Commons and
made a private address to members of both Houses
of Parliament.

M. André Philip appointed National Commissioner for
the Interior and for Labour, two days after his ar-
rival from France. M. Soustelle appointed Na-
tional Commissioner for Information.

General de Gaulle visited Syria for consultations.

French commandos took part in Allied raid on Dieppe.

New Zealand recognised the French National Committee.

Notes exchanged between Government of U. S. A. and
French National Committee relative to reciprocal aid.

General de Gaulle arrived at Fort Lamy from Syria for
an inspection of I'rench Equatorial Africa.

U. S. S. R. defined their recognition of Fighting France

French National Committee and Czechoslovak Govern-
ment declared Munich Agreements void.

awarded ;he BMM by

October  23rd

November 1st

Sth

11th

27th

30th

December 7th

14th

15th

30th

Fighting French troops in action in the Allied offensive
launched in the Western Desert.

Submarine Junon torpedoed German supply ships in
Norwegian waters.

General de Gaulle’s broadeast to North African troops
urging co-operation with the Allied forces.

Armistice Day. Total occupation of France.

General Legentilhomme appointed High Commissioner
for Madagascar.

French Fleet scuttled in Toulon harbour.

Reunion Island rallied to Fighting France.

General Catroux addressed allied press representatives
on arrival in London for consultations.

H. M. Government and French National Committee
signed an agreement re-establishing the exercise of
French sovereignty over Madagascar and its depen-
dencies under the authority of the Fighting French
High Commissioner.

Air-Marshall d’Astier de la Vigerie appointed Second-
in-Command to General de Gaulle.

French Somaliland rallied to Fighting France.

La LerrRE pDE 1A FraNcCE CoMBATTANTE (NEWS OF

FrgaTing France) is now on sale to the general public
by private subscription at the rates of 6s. for 12 months,
and 3s. 6d. for six months (postage included). Subscriptions
should be sent to:—

The Editor, La Lettre de la France Combattante, Fighting
French Headquarters, 4, Carlton Gardens, London, S. W. 1.



CONTENTS

I'Idit‘orial......‘................A....A.....‘....,4...InsideFronlCover

The Struggle forBnion - i Suinn’ ol bt g s s el ey Page 1

PherGreat (lrek e S H s e SRR, B T e A o e e )
Trance Fights on Three African Fronts (ARl e nbnior s o EnEle 7

In Convoy to Murmansk .. /. iliiiih ches Lo vnbiiammiisi oo v anlen s oro®

To Murmansk — and back (pictures).. ... ... 10-11
Tierce Resistance Sweeps France. .. .......ooovveee i, S
Jibuti and Madagascar under Fighting Brench Controbics & s v e el

French Commemorative Dates, 1942...................co0onnnn b 1]
LA LETTRE DE LA FRANCE COMBATTANTE, No. 26

Issued by the Press Service
FIGHTING FRENCH HEADQUARTERS
4 CARLTON GARDENS January, 1943.
LONDON, S.W.I1.
Whitehall 5444, Ext. 42

Reprinted by Harrison & Sons, Ltd., St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C. 2, for the Société des
Editions de la France Libre Ltd.

Réimprimé au Canada par la Ci1e pE PusLicaTiON DU NouverListe, Trois-Rividres, P. Q.



	fightingfrance26front
	fightingfrance26inside1
	fightingfrance26inside2
	fightingfrance26inside3
	fightingfrance26inside4
	fightingfrance26inside5
	fightingfrance26inside6
	fightingfrance26inside7
	fightingfrance26inside8
	fightingfrance26inside9
	fightingfrance26inside10
	fightingfrance26inside11
	fightingfrance26back

