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A FOREWORD

Never before in our political history or in our demo-
cratic evolution have the people of the Dominion been faced
with a more serious crisis than that which now confronts
them. Emboldened by fortuitous circumstances of a nature
particularly susceptible to an abuse of power, the Borden
Government has abandoned all pretence of legislative and
constitutional responsibility, and in its determination to
hold office, has enacted measures which violate every prin-
ciple of British justice and fairness. Law abiding citizens
have been deprived of the franchise, thousands of Canadian
women have been dispossessed of the vote and classified
with enemy aliens, the public treasury has been exploited
by profiteers, and for months preceding the dissolution
of Parliament, there has been enacted a saturnalia of graft-
ing unparalleled in any British country. From the begin-
ning of the War, down to the last shameful surrender to
the railway barons, as represented by Messrs.“Mackenzie
and Mann, and the great financial interests behind these
promoters, the record is one of which the Dominion may
well feel ashamed. Under the guise of patriotism the
administration responsible for the degradation of public
life in this country, seeks to again deceive the voters of
Canada and to secure another lease of power to consum-
mate the various projects of the big interests which it

\ represents. It is planned to obscure the record of the
administration in a whirlwind of rhetorical dust, in a frantic
# appeal to the patriotism of the Canadian people, in a
f systematic attempt to fasten a charge of disloyalty upon
» the Liberal Party, and upon Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who has
placed the real issues of the campaign before the people

' in plain terms.

The decision rests with the voters. Either the Domin-
ion is to be surrendered once more to the great predatory
interests, or it is to inaugurate an era of democratic, eco-

L ., nomical and patriotic government.
(f ARE YOU WITH THE INTERESTS, OR WITH THE

.~ PEOPLE? otfo - 2
) 3 ~CR
" ’

a \ {
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MANIFESTO OF THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILFRID LAURIER
(Issued November 5th, 1917).

TO THE CANADIAN PEOPLE.
The Writs for a General Election Have Been Issued.

A consultation of the people at short and regular periods jis the
right of a free people. The constitution provides accordingly for a gen-
eral election every five years. It is undeniable that there has existed
a strong desire in the community to avoid an election during the war.

An impression prevails that had I accepted the invitation of the
Prime Minister to join his government, a new extension would have been
possible. This impression is absolutely erroneous, the fact being that
the invitation extended to me was coupled with the stipulation that
the coalition government would pass a conscription measure, and then
appeal to the country, thus making an election unavoidable.

The government as recently constructed, the Union Government
so-called, is now appealing to the country for support. Six members
of the Liberal party, some of them close personal friends, have consented
to become members of the administration, and the programme which
they intend to follow has already been placed before the public, but in
this programme no trace is to be found that the Liberal mem of
the administration have succeeded in influencing their colleagues to
the adoption of measures which they deemed essential, not only to
win the war, but for the welfare of the country at all times.

The Government's Manifesto.

Most of the articles in the Government's manifesto are simply
stale commonplaces extracted from the Conservative programme of
1911, forgotten after the election, resurrected for a new election. Such
is the promise of economy of public expenditure, and such the promise
of Civil Service Reform—two reforms which the Opposition would have
been happy to support in the last Parliament, if the Government had
afforded them the opportunity.

Immigration.

One particular item is deserving of attention. ‘‘A strong and pro-
gressive policy of immigration’’ is promised. This will be, perhaps,
the most important question after the war. The burdens which are
now being accumulated and which will have to be assumed and borne
by the Canadian people, can be faced if the enormous resources of the
country are developed. But development demands a rapid increase in
the ,population.s Hence the necessity of a strong and progressive im-
migration polify. It is manifest that the promised strong and pro-
gressive policy has been seriously impaired by the breach of faith with
naturalized Canadian citizens involved in the withdrawal of the political
franchise from large numbers of these citizens. This must prove a
serious blow to immigration, especially when the conduct of the Can-

[ adian Government is contrasted with the attitude of the United States,
|

where no such indignity has been placed upon naturalized citizens.

Canadian Northern Railway.

An article of the programme of the Government speaks of the
development of transportation facilities, but in vague though rather
ambitious terms. No mention is made of the acquisition of the Can-




adian Northern Railway; yet this subject was not exhausted by the
legislation of last session, and it will be one of the most important duties
of the next Parliament again to review it.

One feature of the act of last session is that the Government becomes
the owner of the stock of the Company, of the nominal value of sixty
million dollars. There never was a dollar paid in that stock. The
experts employed by the Government to appraise the value of the whole
enterprise, men of acknowledged ability and experience, themselves have
reported that the stock of the Company has no value whatever.

Yet the Government have taken authority to appoint a board of
arbitrators to give a value to that property, which their experts have
declared absolutely without value.

The Opposition asked that the report of the arbitrators, whatever
it might be, should be laid before Parliament for approval. Though
this motion was rejected, it is the right of the people to declare that the
case should not have been finally closed by the action of a meribund
Parliament, but that the whole matter should be reported to, and ad-
judicated upon by the mew Parliament.

The Economic Situation.

It was natural to expect that the reconstructed government would
give very serious attention to the economic situation of the country,
which is admittedly critical. There is no allusion to it except the vague
promise of ‘‘effective measure to prevent excessive profits, to prohibit
hoardings and to prevent combination for the increase of prices, and
thus reduce the high cost of living.”” The economic problems have to
be grappled with at once, in no such vague general terms, but in vigor-
ous and concrete proposals.

The prices of all commodities have been steadily rising since the
beginning of the war. The daily provisioning of the family table is
from day to day becoming a more and more alarming problem for all
classes of wage-earners and for all people of small and of even moderate
income. It is no answer to say that this is the natural consequence
of the war. When it is considered that the price of bread and bacon—
to speak only of these two commodities—is higher here in Canada than
in the United Kingdom, this of itself is proof sufficient that the prices
here are inflated by methods which are in no way connected with the
war, unless the war is taken advantage of fcr the very purpose of inflation.
Indeed, the principal causes of these ever soaring prices are none other
than those described in the Government manifesto as ‘‘excessive profits’’,
“hoardings’’ and ‘‘combinations for the increase of prices.” Since
the Government knows where the evil is, what prevents the Government
from striking the evil, and striking hard? The remedies are at hand,
and I at once set down the policy.

Tariff Reform.

No measure to reduce the cost of living can be effective unless and
until the tariff is reformed and its pressure removed from those com-
modities in which there are ‘“‘excessive profits’’, ‘‘hoardings’ and ‘‘com-
binations for the increase of prices.”” Of this obvious, fundamental
reform there is not a word in the Government manifesto. Indeed,
members of the present Government have announced that all questions
of tariff legislation must be relegated to after the war.

Believing that increased food production is one of Canada's best
contributions towards winning the war, I would propose if entrusted
with the administration of the country to immediately relieve Agri-
culture from its disabilities in this regard.

Since the commencement of the War, the Government placed an
increase of 7} per cent in our tariff on all commodities coming into
Canada from outside Great Britain, and an increase of 5 per cent on
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ming from Great Britain. I would immediately remove
::eoagot:?: g?sablllgtles as respects commodities from all countries otl‘;et
than those with which we are at war. There is no doubt that m:h“
existing conditions, these increases in the tariff are a hindrance :: :
than a help to production in Canada, whilst it is certain that the
final resort the consumer has to pay fthese éxtra t;x;a.l o LR
ncreased duty on imports from Great Britain wi -
frlex;l;il;; ;nd unnecesstzry action on the part of Canada towar‘;h tlhu
mother country, at a time when British trade was staggering un ne‘r lt! l.
disadvantages incidental to the war. It continues to bear unfairly
and unduly on existing trade and should be speedily removed.
In further mitigation of disadvantages to agricultural production,
I would immediately remove the duties on agricultural lmplemel::
and other essentials, as demanded by the western farmers. A gex:leh
well-considered reform of the Tariff for the purpose of helping Can‘:. n
production and relieving the Canadian consumer would also an
object of my administration.

Control of Food Supplies and Prices.

tion with the high cost of living, I would take drastic

atep:ntoc ol::"ll:g under government control all food producing factories
so that food may be sold at a fixed price under the control of the govetn‘;
ment, as has been done in Great Britain. To this end, arran emetl:
should be made with the management of the food producing a‘;:lto ::
allowing for a fair interest on investment and fair and reasonable n $
profits, so that food may be obtainable by the ordinary comumeirhl-
the best possible prices. Should such arrangements not be possible,
I would not hesitate to commandeer all food factories.

Nor is that all. The government is invested with powers whlcl"lr;hey
could and should have used to reduce the price of commodities. eae
powers they have already exercised in the case of newsprint-paper.

s far back as the month of February last an Order-in-Council
was ‘:aassed by which it was enacted that ‘“with a view to ensure to lpult:
lishers of Canadian newspapers, newsprint paper at reasonable pﬂr co;
the Minister of Customs was “gquthorized and empowered to :d the
quantity and price of newsprint in sheets and rol'l's to be furnished by
the manufacturers to the publishers in Canada.

By virtue of this Order the Government have compelled mlm;-
facturers of print-paper, against the latter’s protest, to supply pub-
lishers and newspapers at a price which they themselves fixed as rmd-
able. If they could thus reduce the price of paper to consumers E
paper, why did they stop there? Why should the Government no
also have reduced to the hundred of thousands of anxious ho\uewl.vr
and bread-winners the prices of all those commodities which make
the ever-increasing cost of living one of the most insistent and danger-
ous of all the problems that now confront us.

Profiteering.

ing the war
One of the most important contributions towards winn
is to put a stop to profiteering on war supplies. The' (‘;tov tl:::: ?:lf
deliberately encouraged profiteering for the benefit of 1ts pl:;re to the
lowers. A first duty of my administration would be to ;ﬁ: ot ool
country which pays for war supplies, the excess o]f exot"d :t hz‘;uu
being realized by profiteers. Should it be necessary, wo‘tlr lnof the fats
in order to immediately stop profiteering, to take c:;;l oa. has
tories which are engaged in the supply of war mate 1 o f reaso
done in Great Britain, and run them on the Pf‘ndpel‘t)l ate profit.
return on investment for the owners, and reasonable legitim: o, B
I believe that one of the best methods of providing war '3',',{’,.4 be to '
of saving the country from being exploited by pro! th"WI to the
turn the government shops which are suitable for suc R o
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production of war materials, ships, etc., for the benefit of the country
at cost price.

Canada’s Participation in the War.

It cannot be said too often that this war could not have been avoided
by the Allies, and that it is a contest for the very existence of civilization.
Of this the entrance of the United States into the conflict is further proof,
if indeed further proof were needed. The American people long hoped
that they would be spared that ordeal, but the ruthless violation by
Germany of the most sacred canons of International law left them no
option; they had to join in the fight against a power which has become
the common enemy of mankind.

At the very beginning, penetrated of the immensity of the atrugae
and of the necessity of bending all our efforts to the winning of the war
we, of the Opposition, gave to the Government every possible assistance.
We assented to all their war measures, except when convinced that
their measures would be detrimental rather than helpful.

This year the Government introduced a bill to make military ser-
vice compulsory. With this policy I found it impossible to agree. If
it be asked how this view is consistent with my oft-expressed deter-
mination to assist in winning the war, I answer without any hesitation
that this sudden departure from the voluntary system was bound more
to hinder than to help the war.

It should be remembered that previous to the war, in all British
countries conscription was unknown. It was the pride of British people
everywhere that compulsory military service, the bane of Continental
Europe, had never been thought of in Great Britain, and that even the
gigantic struggle against Napoleon had been fought on the purely vol-
untary system.

At the same time it must be pointed out that in Great Britain for
some years before the war, in view of the immensity of war preparations
amongst all the nations of the continent, the question of conscription
was seriously and increasingly discussed in Parliament and in the press,
80 that at last when a measure to that effect was introduced by the
Government, it came as no surprise. It found the people prepared,
and yet even then strong protests were heard from many classes of the
community.

Very different was the introduction of Conscription in Canada. It
came as a complete surprise. It never had been discussed in Parlia-
ment, and the voice of the press had been strong against it.

In the month of July, 1916, such an important paper as the Toronto
‘GLOBE’ deprecated the very idea of Conscription. Here is what it
said in a carefully reasoned editorial: —

‘““The ‘Globe’ in its editorial columns has consistently pointed
‘“out that in a country such as Canada conscription is an impos-
“‘sibility, and that no responsible statesman of either party capable
“of forming or leading a Canadian War Ministry would propose
“‘compulsory service. Nor has the ‘GLOBE’ unduly criticised the
‘“failure of the Borden Government to do more than it has done
::to assist voluntary recruiting. The criticism of the ‘GLOBE’ and
“of most Liberal papers have been exceedingly mild when com-
”Pared ’wlth the vitriolic denunciations of the Toronto ‘TELE-

GRAM’, the Winnipeg “TELEGRAM’, the Montreal ‘DAILY MAIL’

‘“‘and other journals tha
“li 1 Parjty ."na s t have absolutely no sympathy with the

Even as late as December 27th, 1916, the ‘GLOBE’
ings against any effort ‘“‘to force Canadians into the
med up public opinion thus:—

‘“T'rades unionists are fo

‘‘leading opponents of every

“ing the system.”

repeated its warn-
ranks’”’ and sum-

und opposing Conscription, and th
manifestation of democracy are favour
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No less emphatic had been the language of the Government.

At the beginning of the session of 1916, in answer to my enquiry
whether the promise recently made by the Prime Minister of enlisting
500,000 men meant Conscription, he answered in these words:—

“My Right Honourable friend has alluded to Conscription—
‘““to the idea in this country or elsewhere that there may be Con-
‘‘gcription in Canada. In speaking in the first two or three months
‘‘of this war, I made it clear to the people of Canada that we did
“not propose Conscription. I repeat that announcement today
with emphasis.”

Equally emphatic and unqualified were my own declarations on
the subject. E

Throughout the whole campaign of 1910 and 1911, I may recall that
the Nationalists-Conservative alliance which opposed the naval policy
of the Liberal Government of that time asserted that such a policy meant
conscription. Meeting these assertions I gave the public frequent
assurance that under no circumstances would conscription follow the
adoption of our policy. Again and again after the outbreak of the
present war I insisted that conscription should not be introduced in
Canada. Such was my position when the Government reversed its
attitude and, without warning, introduced the Military Service Act.

To force such a drastic measure upon a people thus unprepared and
against repeated assurances to the contrary, was neither wise nor
prudent, nor effective. It may bring men to the ranks but it will not
infuse into the whole body of the nation that spirit of enthusiasm and
determination which is more than half the battle. It will create and
intensify division where unity of purpose is essential.

I am only too well aware that the views which I here present have
not met with universal acceptance, even in the party to which I belong,
but even yet I hold that to coerce when persuasion has not been at-
tempted, is not sound policy, and in this I appeal to the impartial judg-
ment of all Canadians.

In combatting the policy of conscription, all that I asked was that
a measure of such moment should not be enforced by Parliament with-
out an appeal to the people. I supported a referendum for the reason
that the referendum is the most advanced and the most modern method
of consultation of the people, without the complications inseparable
from a general election. A referendum had also been asked on this
very question by organized labour. My request was denied.

I appeal with great confidence to the fair judgment of the country
that the introduction of conscription at this juncture and in the manner
above described was a grave error, if it is remembered that the supreme
object should have been and still should be to bring all classes of the
community to hearty co-operation in the task which we have assumed.

A fundamental objection to the Government’s policy of Conscrip-
tion is that it conscripts human life only, and that it does not attel;lapt
to conscript wealth, resources, or the services of any persons Othege:ﬂ :
those who copfie within the age limit prescribed by the Mllltaryl tef,,
Act. This is manifestly unjust. The man who is prepared to vo“t;:ld po
his services and to risk his life in his country’s defence is ent him
first consideration. Those dependent upon him, and th apal';elt de
from their midst are the next most deserving of the State’'s so Cd ‘:he
and care. A policy which will accord first place to the soldier ?,n en
sailor in the concern of the State, will, I believe, bring forth all ¢ ic':"l .
necessary to fight its battles, without the need of recourse to cg‘n ﬂr‘:t
tion. If returned to power, I should adopt such a policy. - g"”n-
duty will be to seek out the ablest men of the country, men O

com-
izing capacity as well as men representative of all classes in the

munity, and invite them, irrespective of what it may involve In the
way of sacrifice of their personal interests,
Mmation of a cabinet whose first object will

. 7 _ )

to join with me in the for-
be to find the men, .




and resources necessary to ensure the fullest measure of support
our heroic soldiers at the front, and to enable Canada to continue to
the very end, to do her splendid part to win the war.

As to the present Military Service Act my policy will be not to pre
ceed further under its provisions until the people have an opportuni
to pronounce upon it by way of a referendum. I pledge myself tg
forthwith submit the Act to the people and with my followers to cs
out the wishes of the majority of the nation as thus expressed.

I would at the same time organize and carry out a strong appea
for voluntary recruiting. It is a fact that cannot be denied that the|
woluntary system, especially in Quebec, did not get a fair trial, and a
‘fair trial would receive from a generous people a ready response which
would bring men to the ranks, with good will and enthusiasm, and
‘which would eliminate from our political life one of its most harrow-
ing problems, as no loyal Canadian can view without the gravest ap-
wrehension a disunited Canada at this critical hour of our history.

To these views it is no answer to say as is now often said, that we
must have conscription or ‘quit.” This statement is falsified by a recent!
and conclusive example. Australia rejected conscription and Australiag
did not ‘quit.” Australia is still in the fight under the voluntary system.
Each year has rendered increasingly apparent the necessity of organis-
ing the nation, in order that, so far as may be possible, the resources
and population of Canada in its entirety may be made of service
in the successful prosecution of the war. To-day, under the exhaus-
tion the war has caused in the old world, Great Britain and her Allies
are appealing as never before for more food, more ships, and more coal.
No country has vaster resources than Canada, to supply these impera-
tive requirements. What is needed is vigourous efforts to further an
unlimited production. To meet this existing need, I am prepared in
addition to the measures already outlined to take what further steps
may be necessary to increase, double and quadruple the output of 3
that may be necessary for marching and fighting armies,

Quebec’s Part in the War.

Mr. Crothers, Minister of Labour, speaking recently at St. Thomas,
declared that if ‘“Quebec had done her duty, as the other provinces,
we should never have required the Military Service Act.”

If enlisting in Quebec was not on a par with enlisting in the other
provinces, on whom does the responsibility rest? On whom but the
Borden Government, whose Quebec members openly, strenuously and
persistently preached the Nationalist doctrine of ‘‘no participation
by Canada, in Imperial wars, outside of her own territory.”’

That doctrine first put forth in the"riding of Drummond-Artha-
baska in the autumn of 1910 by the whole Nationalist body, including
two of the present Quebec ministers, won the election for them. In
the general elections of 1911, Reciprocity in Quebec was not the main
issue; the main issue was the naval policy of the late administration,
wh‘i‘ch was bitterly assailed by the same men, on the same doctrine
of “‘no participation by Canada in Imperial wars outside her territory.""
And such doctrine taught on the hustings, circulated by the Nationalis
pl;;u at tl}e expense of the Conservative organization, had a powerf

luence in educating the public against the participation by Canads
mh mpt;:‘ial wars outside her territory. The first result was at the po!
Ka:n the L;ber:\ls won 38 seats and the Conservatives-Nationalist al
s ce won m7~ the popular vote being even more evenly divided, thi
“‘nbel‘al;squq 911!1“164.281 votes and the Conservative-Nationalists al

ce -z 1¢ second result was when the war broke out and
call made by the Government for volunteers. They reaped what they

had sowed. There was one half ;
B S aiact such an appea) of the province which they had edu
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om.bined with sympathetic understanding,

members from
military service] and who in Great Britain never were,
denied their rights of citizenship.

The Returned Soldiers.
The greatest service that can be rendered the brave men who have

Afirst claim upon our gratitude and sympathy is to replace them in civil
ife.
ito become, if possible,

display of all that
;‘s‘t’ :i'xmber of cases re-education and technical training will be neces-

: to do that in the way best calculated to enable each man
oy self-sustaining is a task that will call for the

is noblest and best in the Canadian people. In a

In these cases patience and generosity on the part of the State,
practical experience, and

jentific knowledge on the part of those whom the State will call in

o aid its efforts will go a long way towards helping the returned sol-

dier to overcome the handicaps of the war.
e::;lutely to this task, its accomplishment will be

hearty

If we but set ourselves
hastened by the
co-operation of every man who has been on service overseas.

But thgre is another duty devolving upon us, the discharge of

vhich should precede that above mentioned. The measures now in

orce for the maintenance,
and families are not adequate or equitable. 4
tate of affairs and to emphasize its policy that the nation’s obligations
o the soldiers and their dependents must be discharged by the nation,

care and comfort of the soldiers’ dependents
In an effort to rectify this

nd not through the medium of public benevolence or charity, Mr.
opp, member for Westmoreland, at the last session of Parliament,

during the consideration of the Military Service Bill, moved this thought-

1 lution:—
R ‘l‘lTl?at the further consideration of this bill be deferred until

adequate provision has been made for the dependents of

:gﬁ;;en e(rlulstedpfor overseas as will remove the neg'eoslty for rais-
ing money by public subscription for their support. £

The resolution was opposed by the Government and the motion

or its adoption was defeated. But the necessity for action still exists,

nd prompt action must be taken to put the soldiers and their depend-

ents beyond any possibility of want after public subscriptions have

eased and the glamour and excitement of the war have worn away.

The War Times Election Act.
In order to be effective, to satisfy the public conscience and to

secure that acquiescence in a verdict which should be the last word on

all questions submitted to the people,
appeal to the electorate such as it exists under the law.

a general election should be an

The Government have discarded that fundamental principle of

the institutions of a free people. They have designedly altered the
sanctity of the franchise, by choking discussion, by ruthlessly using
the closure, they have deliberately manufactured a
they hope to win a victory at the polls—a passing victory for themselves,
a permanent injury to the country.

franchise with which

This act known as the War Times Election Act, is a blot upon every

instinct of justice, honesty and fair play.

It takes away the franchise from certain denominations whose

have been exempt from
cient times in English history O Cre Dot BOWS

It takes away the franchise from men whom we invited to this

country, to whom we promised all the rights and privileges of our
citizenship, who trusted in our promises an
laws, British subjects and Canadian citizens.
Jiated and treated with contempt under the
in enemy countries, in Germany and Austria,
in favour of their native country and against
The assumption is false in theory and might easily

d who became under our
They are thus humil-
pretence that being born
they might be bi
their adopted country.
be so demonstrat:

t
It is sufficlent to observe that it is also false in fact. There has no
been any current of emigration from Germany to Canada dubﬂ;l‘ the
last twenty years, and as to Austria, almost the total numm. per-
haps nine-tenths of the emigrants from that country, Were Rnot -
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the House of Commons,

cords which f
B s dantec k
p da ept in check, a
:ltuatkm With ':ﬁ‘;r(:;xs and threatening, to rfeﬁo‘ll::::]m;fonun“tely aga
ngs, which should not of avoiding and lessenin y face the econom
r, our country. W t:mt exist fn-8 COURLry so l_ic%ﬂpriva(;ions and suffg
R e e s e
v, nor down-hearted b ’ acce
y defeat.
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Austria proper, bu
s tf
‘All‘l‘l’e :Vhooe sympathl:marteh:‘t:ogl: vaﬁ?'éﬂﬁ“ held by force by
y p against . s s H 1
thoelet v%lhv:: th:l fl!iancm;e to some women and d e nght Hon ourable Slf Wllfrld Laurler
e privilege it is to ha and denies it to ot
:vl:lolulé% v?l‘t:f:.h e':::; rlghtj will be':e;‘:::drga;}re:hﬁmongu th:' and the War
have worked i are just as strong in th se not so privil
Dominion, na,,‘i&y,“(‘;;'{“‘;" it. Moreover, in five *},‘:ﬂv{h""th «When war broke out, 1 had a clear vision of the
. o a, ouas B n Aberea gpath 1 should follow, and from that path 1 have never
L [ o e o8 b s tranchised h very often I encountered the taunts
inion. eT';?e ifﬁ??,?,;‘;tthe province, w‘i':n'e‘:,‘”;,‘;‘ﬂ,"e‘;t“° ’;’Ph‘“ y d sometimes the doubts of friends. i‘tiand-
8essio ors in t
dhp:;l;:i:ct is vicious in prlnc?p]senaat::‘l? away that right 2 the "R ing before me were the facts which illuminated my
T Arat vt g g g . S e v el course, and pointed the way-
no Compl’;th:e:m1 h:: Sgﬁﬁ";‘e‘;g d":ie voters® lists, and ;’;n‘&‘,ﬁt 2;"':'“‘ (Sir Wilfrid Laurier speaking in
tem is also cast asid rd during the last tw t sySlruar 8th 1916.)
called e, and lists are t enty years, That ary b g
are arl;?:an;m;ﬁrl:' SR Hsty are 5 N9 pERDevS ST e When War broke out Canada was administered by a Govern-
with all doors wid no useful checks to be exerci ste, whose poyt elected to power 1n 1911 on the double-cry of “No truck or
The Liberal ,,'ie‘:,‘,’f,';,f,“{,f"gm confusion a:fds}’,daf,'},,d“e time, fle with the Vankees' (preached in the English-speaking
b . F . & d . w. iy "
3::) !:mt;;)me C:f thenle’ Te@pwtabitlifyrl(:c%‘:tr;“ed government have inces), and ‘No‘pm_'ucxpatlpn in the Empire's Wars ', (preach
et :’hl nadian Northern Ranw‘; ‘{ is nefarious Act, as we Huebec). The Cabinet which Sir Robert Borden formed was
in the ch they strongly protestedy ct, and upon many otilybrid conglomeration of jingo and nationalist. That Cabinet
Chamcte,:g,ovemme"t cannot remove t'hﬁ"?,af,?m which their Pl'es ained intact until the War broke out in August of 1914. At
It hEUCh legislation is repugnant griny o, Ao time it was tottering to its fall, and Liberals were preparing
expre:sfl-or its object and for its eﬁecttotevgry sense of justice and i i Sir Wilfrid Laurier had arranged
ment ao;::eﬂ:,g;m of the people, iod t?C:‘t;age mllld to stifle the §§ a series Of meetings throughout the Dominion; upon the
M A bold attempte l:ﬂl::l::tlg:s reality. parliamentary govelaration of War, Sir Wilfrid issued the following statement:—
ey it of Hhecat o silence the voice of the people ] have often declared that if the Mother Country
con,m:gz’ydfgyoto appeal to all the?‘i}l‘f.'é’:f,?‘pf,',‘;g' the fadl P'Q were ever in danger, or if danger ever threatened,
Let the masses uﬁ?:‘:: d‘" ‘I’nce in order to defeatc’;‘}ng?Om inev§ Canada would render assistance to the full extent of
A E(lj\ould I be calied upon o :}; eir own standard bearemc,onsm’“ her power. In view of the critical nature of the situa-
of [hee,,:;‘n“ ‘}'fl"esentatlves of bugms’; g;’vle‘l')“ment I would hope tion, I have cancelled all my meetings. Pending such
- e whose sole object in deaung’witha our, and of agricul grave questions there should be a truce to party strife.”
ot evote the whole resources the affairs of the coun . 7 g g P .
e e winning of the war. It can o wealth and energy of the cou By his stand as enunciated in these words, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
Woull:ig?o:e“tthlf different elemenntgm;l,i’dbf done by honest agree valrously relieved the Government of all embarrassment at a
e iigert o have a Government repres nterests of the country. §ment of great National anxiety. Nevertheless he was not
them ugainst I,'}g;‘:;;zggov:f lV;rhose gulginges:f;cirgl:i;g:hfjﬂgsses of tBorded the courtesy by the Government of being invited to
‘:,’;,"ﬁ‘:‘sh‘,’:e:hthe oyl shieun o 't‘;f:‘ é‘:s Baretifers Bad fae ttgod::fl‘ der his advice on the grave questions which faced the country.
expressing theal’:‘lste'il:e c<i>mmon people sho‘:,'l'f,""};qvi“ ltlhis election it O August 18th, a special War Session of Parliament was
:0 that their views msayno:tf;iee and untrammelled r;ainoe;"?ortunity \f.:d, angl a ngr appropriation of €50,000,000 was passed without
in every constituency can dlgaitl;sthe new Parliament, and ?tt:he ool dissenting voice. Special taxation was also provided for. On
Saktell 30 that tite people b IPECARCATICTe ¥ this policy 2t occasion Sir Wilfrid said:—
siderations I or them. ; ‘“ :
;“l;vgrgeds and of all origingoz')rplti;lcei before my fellow countrymen £ t?p }mng for those who sit around me, speaking
e psf)rl?ed it my duty more than“ sppreciation and- SGddeasd or the’wide constituency which we represent in this
s public life to speak frankly and ?ef perhaps in the course of House, I hasten to say that to all these measures we
all times, g,‘;;;‘;oggc us. The obtaimng“oe,?“t‘ggc"}gy upon the probles A& prepared to give immediate assent. If in what has
end is to assist in ?ﬁé"‘{é consideration. In iy i of office is been done, or in what remains to be done, there may
maintain the unity of ':‘,f“dwa struggle in which we o b be anything which in our judgment should not have
e nation, to avoid the divisions o been done, or should have been differently dorﬁ\e. we
1} raise no question; we take no exception; we O er Nno
ct:xl'llticisim;l and we shall offer no criticisxh so~-long as
ere is danger at the Front.”
Such was the attitude adopted by gir Wilfrid Laurier with
card to all War measures during all the sessions of Parliament
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thereafter. In none of the countries of War has the Lead
the Opposition given such whole-hearted support to the
measures of any Government than did Sir Wilfrid Laurier. N
theless he received grave provocation from the Government.

The War Session was not well over until the Conser
Party managers were laying their lines to hold a War-time
tion. While the Germans were pouring their gray floods to
Paris and the British were battling at Mons, the Canadian Go

ment organizers were flooding the country with campaign li
ture.

Sir Wilfrid did not deviate from his stand. On Septe
10th and 12th he made recruiting speeches at Toronto, an
the 23rd and 28th at Ottawa. And he took the first opport
to recommend to Sir Robert Borden that steps should be

toward recruiting in Quebec. He sent the following lett
Sir Robert Borden:—

“Dear Sir Robert Borden:—

There is every probability that the War will
of long duration, and I understand that the Governm
is already contemplating the organization of a sec
contingent. May I suggest that as our populatio
composed of various ethnical elements it might
well to recognize the fact and to allow the forma
of units out of these several elements.

‘“The War Office at all times has taken advan
of the force of race sentiment in the formation of
army. At all times it has counted purely Scotch r
ments as well as purely Irish regiments, and we und
stand that Lord Kitchener has just authorized
recruiting of an exclusively Welsh force. The ai
have in view is in reference to the formation of a Fren
Canadian regiment. You are probably aware tha
movement is on foot in Montreal and Quebec for
purpose of raising such a regiment.

“There is every reason to believe that if the fi
mation of a French-Canadian unit were author
there would be a generous response.

‘I offer these observations with the sole object
helping in the cause which we have all so much
heart. If you think well of my suggestion I will
happy to assist in any way that may be deemed
visable, and I will hold myself ready to meet you
your convenience for a mutual exchange of views, bo
as to the object itself and the best means of atta
ment.”’

Yours sincerely, ]
Wilfrid Laurie
12
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A discordant note
rilfrid endeavo
)th, of
on.

§ the policy
e re-election 0

onvention at
asserting the s
ppoimumlt of

ark, Montreal, on October_ 15th, 1914, 1]
ecruiting meeting to which Sir Robert Borden and other Ministers

ere invited to attend,

i ls, though the
rt Borden concurred in the proposals, ]
f thcc Government's efforts to recruit in Quebec is not
y C

was struck in the harmony Whiéht %lel’

d to bring about by the appointment on Uctober
Hon Lfl’r.e E.OBlon;giin, M.P. for Champlain, to succeed
B \lentcl as Minister of Inland Revenue. In pursuance
¥ i - laid down by Sir Wilfrid no opposition was offered to
" f Mr. Blondin, though the Liberal electors in
St. Stanislas on October 25§h, moved a res.olutlon
tand of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, but regretting the
Mr. Blondin.

hame-
«Recause during the campaign _of 1911 he s

fully l?ﬁisled the electors by affirming and gecltalxraﬁ
hat Canada is not bound to contribute, an sdob

. 1t contribute to the defence of the Empire, an :(;
nouse he has forfeited our confidence and has lower
;i;s compatriots in the eyes of the country by his ?‘llmozt
seditious utterances as for instance, l\iVed cmixn atix(;n
breathe the air of liberty under Bnt;ls dom s
except by shooting holes through the flag.

The action of the Government in appointing this Nationalist

o the Cabinet is one of the many discouragements w{)hl?hSht]}é:
overnment has put in the way of recruiting in Quebec
he War commenced.

3 T16es i eviate from his course. At Sohmer
Sir Wilfrid did not d he afdsessed o b

5

but to which they did not come.
On that occasion Sir Wilfrid said:—

i i hat the
“We have to-day the official statement t
Government proposes to send a corps of 30,000 me;:
to Europe. French-Canadians know that they owe

to themselves to organize a separate corps in order 14
show their loyalism,

to show that they have not for-
gotten the land of their ancestors. This is what brmgg
me here to-night. You have asked me to come an
help you form this regiment. I am ready to help you
with ‘all my heart. This call addressed to our race
involves a sacrifice. We are calling the young men in
particular, and to you young men I have only one thing
to say: I envy you. When Dollard and his seventeen
companions left to save the young colony, they knew
that they would not come back and their courage grew
with the hope of a triumphant death. If there are
still a few drops of the blood of Dollard and his compan-
ions in the veins of the Canadians who are present at
this meeting, you will enlist in a body, for this cause
's just as sacred as the one for which Dollard and his
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companions gave their lives. This is a voluntary sa
rifice. If some Canadians were frightened by
monster of conscription in the past, they must n
recognize that this monster was a myth. I am among
you to-day, not as a politician, but only as a Canadis
I am here to tell you all what we owe to England and
France. What we want before everything is equ
rights for everyone, the rights for which England a;
France have fought, the respect of minorities and
respect of justice and loyalty so shamefully outrag
by Germany.”

In the meantime disquieting rumours of a war time electi
again pervaded the country, but the Government’s purpose ¥
balked by strong press comment. Further disquieting rumg
appeared in the London Times regarding bad boots supplied
the Canadian soldiers who were then at Salisbury Plains. Poli
were charged in conpection with the supply of equipment.
Wilfrid never deviated.

Speaking at the Reform Club, in Montreal, on Dece
13th, 1914, Sir Wilfrid said :—

parliament was again called on February 4th, 1915.
Speaking in the debate on the address in reply to the Speech
rom the Throne, Sir Wilfrid said:—

“Already there is in the Order Paper a motion by
the Prime Minister which provides something like
$100,000,000 for War purposes. Let me say at once
that we who sit on this side of the House and who rep-
resent His Majesty’s loyal Opposition, took our course
at the outset of hostilities when we declared that we
would support the Government in their War policy.
We conceived that it was our duty to do nothing to
embarrass the Government, but on the contrary to
do everything in our power to facilitate the task, the
heavy task which had been placed in the hands of those
to whom, for the time being, the Canadian people have
entrusted their fortunes. We have acted upon this
principle all along, and again we are prepared to act
accordingly.”

Sir Wilfrid referred to the rumours regarding the boots sup-

o plied to the soldiers and declared that the fullest light possible
h GI was asked byl some lone v;hy ldShOUId SUPDGER :hould be shed upon the matter.
the Government in their policy of sending men to i e "
7 : > - R : No Member on this side of the House,”” he de-
Front. Why should not the Liberal Party have remai clared, “‘intends to be critical, but assuredly we are

quiet and placid and let all the worries be left to t
Government? My answer was, I have no particu
love for the Government, but I love my country, I |
the land of my ancestors, France. I love the land

all gravely concerned that the health and comfort of
those brave men who are risking their lives in the cause
of the Empire shall have every protection that we can

i "

liberty above all, England, and rather than that I ﬂﬁ”,m‘ E 5
my position of Leader of the Liberal Party sho lmyy the month of February, came rumours of graft in
remain passive and quiescent, I would go outof pul connectif with the purchase of horses, hay, binoculars, trucks,
life and out of life altogether.” and various other war supplies, all of which rumours were later
51 p . R L e Proven to be only too true. The patronage system was in full
In appreciation of the attitude taken by Sir Wilfrid since Swing and a carnival of graft at its height during the first year
outbreak of the War, the Montreal Gazelle, the leading organ of war, and once again during May of 1915, preparations were

the Conservative Party in the Province of Quebec, paid the foll
ing tribute to him in an editorial on January 27th, 1915:—

‘““There is no fault to be found with the atti
of the official Liberal Party, in Parliament or out of
Its attitude has been in general keeping with that
the Unionists of Great Britain. Its leaders recogni
that when Great Britain was at War, the whole Emg
was at War. They recognized also that the resp
sibility for action rested upon the Government of
day and quietly assented to all that it proposed to
In this they strengthened the Minister’s hands for
great work events have put upon them. For the f
time since Confederation it may be said, a great politi
issue arose and was dealt with by a Parliament as sor
thint% not to be used to help or hurt a party caul
All this was well and is duly appreciated.”’
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Eﬂde for an election. On the 3rd of that month, Hon. Robert
Mogm, Mmmu: of Elections for the Government, declared at
ontreal that the people were clamouring “in tones of thunder"
or an election.
Sir Wilfric
efore the |
May 21st,

d Laurier never deviated from his course. Speaking
.1l_l~ml Club Federation of Ontario at Toronto, on
1915, he said :—

N Our record is there. From the day that war was
3 r;lrel(-l I, —speaking with whatever authority has
-2 tp aced in me by the Liberals of Canada for the last
wouldy- Ve years or more—declared that not only
sisting Wérnot offer any opposition to the policy of as-
whicts eeat Britain in the tremendous struggle in
POrt that W'il_s then entering, but that we would sup-
Notes. 1 lPO Icy with all our hearts, our strength, our
* 1100k forward with confidence to the judgment
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not only of those here assembled, but of the whe
people of Canada that we have been true to the pled
which in the name of the Liberal Party, I then ma
but I have this to say to the Prime Minister and
colleagues; I do not care for an election. Let

Prime Minister and his colleagues say there shall
no election and I will pledge myself and the party tl
we shall stop all preparations and think of nothi
but the War.”

Such a promise was never given.

On August 7th, Sir Wilfrid addressed a tremendous o
air mass meeting at his birth place at St. Lin, Quebec. Speak
in French he said:—

‘““We are all interested in this conflict, and I wo!
not have my compatriots of the French language t
an attitude different to the attitude of my fell
countrymen of the English language on this questi
England is at War because she wishes to defend
independence of Belgium and the integrity of the
of France. Never has a Nation drawn a sword fa
cause 8o sacred. We of French origin have a do
duty to perform. It is true that it is not our land t
is being ravaged and that they are not our farms ¢
are being fired by the Germans, but it is the lands
the farms of France. It is not our cathedrals, i
not our churches that the German bullets demol
but they are the monuments and treasures of Frg
and they are French women that are outraged
massacred. French Canadians who listen to me =
is there one among you who can remain unmoved bel
these acts? This is why 70,000 Canadians have alre
gone to defend justice and liberty. (Cheers.)

“I support this policy of the Government,
speaking before you with all the authority that
long political career gives me, I say that while I e
I shall not desist in this attitude. I claim for
country the supreme honour of bearing arms in
holy cause, and if I support the Government it is
cause I have the heart to do my duty.”

Illness during September of 1915 and the latter part of
year prevented Sir Wilfrid temporarily from engaging in recrui
work.

C.Omm.enﬁng upon his recovery the Montreal Siar,
servative, in its leading article on October 2nd, said:—

‘““The recovery of Sir Wilfrid Laurier from his ted
experience will be a matter for general rejoicing thro
out the Dominion. Sir Wilfrid is a great, potent
a striking figure in our public life. Even the temf
ary incapacity of so important a factor in our Nati€
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atenaude, Minister of Inland Revenue.
lined to contest the seat aftd was warmly commended by the
ontreal Star, Conservative, for his stand.

-« creates a feeling of uneasiness, a sense of some-
?gﬁ:rgs lacking which has been happily relieved by Sir
wilfrid’s return to health.

Sir Wilfrid’s attitude during the war has been a
gubject of special pride to his friends, and of comfort
and satisfaction to the whole country. Whatever
lesser men have said or done, Sir Wilfrid has laid aside
all Party feeling, all manoeuvering during this menac-
ing crisis in our history. He has stood squarely and
publically behind the Government in its preparations
to put Canada with the fighting forces of the Empire
and he has raised his eloquent and persuasive voice
again and again to assist recruiting—even at times
of keen physical suffering on his own part. He may be
said to have gone straight from the firing line of the
recruiting platform to his hospital bed. As a life-long
lover of liberty and a devotee of democracy, Sir Wilfrid
was constitutionally prepared to fight Prussiani