











(2) an Army Tank Brigade for employnient with
the Canadian Corps. This will enable Canada to be
represented in the United Kingdom by 3 Canadian
armoured formation which will be attached to and
operate with the Canadian Corps, thus providing
increased striking power; :

(3) the Third Canadian Division, with its comple-
ment of Corps Troops;

(4) a Canadian Armoured Division.

All these Army projects have been approved by
our National Defence staff, by Lieutenant-General
McNaughton, and by the staff of the British War
Office. There is complete agreement on the timing
and extent of the measures which it is proposed to
take. :

The Air Force

Throughout 1941 we shall continue the vigorous
and energetic development of the Air Training Plan.
All the projects and schools connected with the Plan
will be opened, and in operation, before September of
this year. This represents a clear gain of eight months
on the original schedule. The aerodrome construction
this year will be equal in extent to that of last year.
Through the recruiting of airmen and air crew, the
present strength of 36,000 men will be doubled. The
present number of 1,700 aeroplanes now in use in the
Training Plan will be increased to well over 4,000
before the end of the year.

In Canada, our air defence will be strengthened
by an increase in the number of operational squadrons
attached to the Home War Establishment.

Overseas, the three Canadian squadrons, ful_ll);
equipped, manned and maintained by Canada, Wi
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be kept up to strength. There will, in addition, be
mﬁtuted out of the graduate pupils of the Joint
;Air Training Plan, and identified as Canadian, twenty-
five new squadrons. Under the terms of the Air
Training Plan Agreement, as you may rccall, these
squadrons are to be equipped and maintained by the
United Kingdom. In addition to the men who will
form these squadrons, many thousand more young
Canadians, who are graduates of the Plan, will go
forward to Britain to take their place in the battle
line of the air, alongside their comrades from Australia,
New Zealand, and the United Kingdom.

War Production and Supplies

A vast increase in production in war equipment
and supplies has been arranged. As the United States
is prepared to manufacture for Britain only such
munitions as are in common use for United States’
‘war purposes, Canadian armament production during
- 1941 will be concentrated on types of war equipment
and weapons which are not obtainable in the United
States, such as: Mark-3 Tanks, small arms, Bren
- guns, aircraft machine-guns and anti-tank guns.
Canada will also specialize on the production of
‘ammunition for these weapons, and on the manu-
f facture of explosives.

The production of a wide range of naval guns
and 25-pounder field guns will be enlarged. Canada
is the only source of supply outside Britain for these
guns. Canada will also produce anti-tank guns for
b M&ntw use, and heavy anti-aircraft guns for defence

Purposes,



) Canada is now the only source of supply outside
Britain for motor transport vehicles. You wij I
am sure, be pleased to know that practically a1]~of
the motor vehicles in use in the African campaign
have been and still are of Canadian manufacture,
Canadian workmen may well take pride in their share;
in the vietories of Libya.

Canada’s shipbuilding industry has already con-
structed many small naval vessels. A number of
these are operating in European waters. We are also
building merchant ships in increasing numbers. We
propose to undertake the building of destroyers in
Canadian shipyards.

Our aircraft industry will concentrate on building
in Canada enough aeroplanes for the Air Traininé
Plan. At Britain’s request. our surplus capacity will
be used for the manufacture of long-range bombers
which can be flown across the Atlantic.

Training of Additional Man Power

It will be apparent that the needs of the armed
forces and of war industry will make large demands
upon available Canadian manpower. It is estimated
that, for the purposes mentioned, 200,000 additional
men and women will be required during the present
year. Of this number at least 75.000 must be skilled
or semi-skilled workers. The federal government, in
co-operation with the provincial governments, is
establishing vocational and plant training schools
capable of training 100.000 persons a year.

To do all these new things, and to continue the
work already in hand, will tax Canada’s productive
capacity to the limit. It will necessitate more of a
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shift from peace-time to war-time production, and
a cutting down of luxury production, and of luxury
buying. It will mean more in the way of united
determination, effort and sacrifice than has ever before
been asked of the Canadian people. We have also to
keep in mind the financial assistance which Canada
is undertaking in financing purchases of the United
Kingdom in this country.

War Effort Dependent on Individual Effort

Every saving you lend to Canada will help to
make possible the attainment of the war effort I
have outlined. Your savings, standing alone, may
seem small and insignificant. But taken together, the
savings of all the citizens of Canada, may well weight
the scales on the side of victory.

In the midst of the dark days of the last war,
the then Prime Minister of Great Britain, in appeal-
ing to his countrymen, related to them an old Celtic
legend. It seems to me in his appeal, and in the
simple tale which it relates, there lies a lesson for

us all.

“There is a story”, said he, “of a man who was
given a series of what appeared to be impossible
tasks to perform, ere he could reach the desires of
his heart. Amongst other things he had to do, was
to recover every grain of seed, that had been sown
in a large field, and bring it all in, without one missing,
by sunset. He came to an ant-hill, and won all hearts,
and enlisted the sympathies of the industrious little
people. They spread over the field, and, before sun-
down, the seed was all in except one grain; and, as
the sun was setting over the western skies, a lame
ant hobbled along with that grain also. Some of us
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have youth, and vigour, and suppleness of limb;
some of us are crippled with years or infirmities, and
we are, at best, but lame ants. But we can all limp
along with some share of our country’s burden, and
thus help her in this terrible hour, to win the desire
of her heart.”

Freedom’s Crowning Hour

As, in Canada, we each seek to serve as best we
can, let us not be misled into believing that because
we have not been assigned some special roie, our
contribution in effort or in saving may be too slight
to be of value to so great a cause. It is for each
one to seek out for himself, in the circumstances in
which he finds himself, how he can best play his part.
Example sufficiently inspiring will surely be found in
the lives of the men and women of Britain. Neither
let us be dismayed at the magnitude of the task, nor
discouraged by the length of the road. Across the
centuries, there come to us, as there came to the
defenders of the faith in ancient days, words which
have sustained the human heart in all its struggles:
“Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not”.

“Ye, that have faith to look with fearless eyes
Beyond the tragedy of a world at strife,
And know that out of death and night shall rise

The dawn of ampler life,
Rejoice, whatever anguish rend your heart,
That God has given you the priceless dower
To live in these great times and bear your part
In Freedom’s crowning hour;
That ye may tell your sons who see the light
High in the heavens—their heritage to take;
I saw the powers of darkness put to flight,
I saw the morning break.”
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