






valor; for the writers and speak
ers of the United States have 
drawn upon the full range of our 
tongue to express their admira
tion; yes, and their gratitude, for 
they know that ;these young men 
are fighting and dying for them 
and for what they term the 
"American way ·of life," which is 
the democratic way of life. I 
think of a left-wing American 
weekly which, in the twenty-five 
years in whkh I have read it, 
rarely deigned to say an appre
ciative word about an:vthing Brit
ish, but now speaks of the "in
domitable fortitude" of the Brit
ish as supplying an indispensable 
defence for the United States. 
The speeches and the writings of 
Americans abound in tributes to 
the British defence. I quote but 
one such word of praise already 
uttered in this series when Alfred 
Lunt said: "We can say with 
deepest conviction that never in 
all the great drama of history has 
any race of men and women en
acted s·o heroic a role as you of 
th e British Empire today." An 
American poet, in a famous poem, 
speaks of the electrical effect 
upon all mankind of a deed done 
for freedom. When have there 
ever been such deeds for human 
liberty as those daily enacted in 
the English sky by these young 
heroes? Is it not .certain that 
.their valor will kindle an admir
ation , a devotion and a spirit of 
emulation that may save the 
world? 

Let us now check over the facts 
abo ut the war which bear on the 
situation as it stands, and which 
give us ground from which we 
can try to look into the future. 

PLANS OF HITLERJSM 

First in importance is the r ev
elation which Hitlerism has made 
of itself before the whole world. 
It has destroyed l!he myth that 
in Nazism there is something that 
links it with a possible better 
future for mankind. The greater 
efficiency of Nazism, so often 
loudly proclaimed, has nothing to 
do with agencies that make for 
the betterment of man. In works 
of diabolism-brutality, theft, op
pression, treachery, enslavement, 
murder-its efficiency is not dis
puted. 

Equally revealing has been the 
demonstration in c on que r e d 
Europe of the Nazi plans for the 
economic enslavement of the 
world if it has the military power 
to enforce compliance with its 
demands. There is nothing of ma
terial advantage for anybody 
anywhere in :the event of Nazi 
world-domination except for the 
junta of rogues and schemers who 
will enforce the plans and divide 
the plunder. To them the whole 
world will pay tribute through 
the contr·ol of world markets by 
the Nazi system of payment in 
blocked currency, which is noth
ing but a disguised instrument 
of robbery. Even without direct 
political control, North America 
could be degraded to the level of 
a coolie country if the Nazis 
should dominate the other con
tinents, as they will unless they 
are stopped and overthrown in 
Europe. It is difficult to see how 
any country in the world, big or 
I i ttle, democratic or otherwise, 
can think that there is anything 
but ruin before it in a world un-

der Nazi domination. To sup with 
that particular devil would re
quire a very long spoon indeed. 

These being the issues, how 
goes the battle? It can be said 
that the line still holds, and that 
.the maniacal tide has, for the 
time being at any rate, broken 
itself against the ramparts which 
guard all that is left of civiliza
.tion in Europe. 

FUTURE HOLDS HOPE 

Hitler, in his plans for con
quering the world, has h ad te rri
fying successes, but they fall 
short ·Of what he counted upon. 
The power of his air force to 
drive .the British Navy from the 
seas was shown early in the war 
to be an idle boast. Because of 
this, his effort to blof'kade Great 
Britain has been a failure. His 
plan to trap the British Expedi
tionary Force in Flanders was 
broken by the miracle of Dun
kirk. H e did not arrive in L on
don on August 15. He did not 
summon the defeated ·countries of 
Europe to Munster to hear his 
terms of peace in September. He 
has not in his aerial blitzkrieg 
established mastery over the 
British air but h as suffered de
feats of the most ruinous kind, 
by which Nazi claims of invin
cibility h ave been deflated. He 
has not ke:pt his country free 
from the visitation of British air
men. He has not m ade good his 
promise .to his people that they 
would not have to face a second 
winter of war. This is a formid
able list of disappointmen ts which 
Hitler has had to share with his 
unhappy people. That they are 
an unhappy people there is con
vincing pr·oof. 

This blocking of Hitler's plans 
is an achievement of immense im
portance. But it does not give 
any certainty of victory. It only 
renews an opportunity for v ictory 
which was lost and h as now been 
regained. H itler and his bloody
minded and perverted associates 
are enraged , and they have not 
weakened in their will to smash 
the civilized world. The admis
sion, even to themselves, of a pos
sibility of defeat ·would bury them 
beneath the collapse of their 
jerry-built empires. For Hitler it 
is a case of "World Domination -:>r 
Downfall" which it may be recall
ed was Bern.hard.i.'s slogan for 
Germany in t he first World War. 
For us and for the n ations of the 
world whom w e are protecting in 
defending ourselves, any adjust
ment that d id not free the world 
of this night mare of Nazi and 
F ascist designs and did not restore 
to the enslaved countries of Eur
ope their lost liberties, would be, 
however much it m ight be dressed 
up in garments of appeasement, 
merely the first instalment of a 
defeat that on the morro w would 
become absolute and irremediable. 
The case has been rightly put by 
an English writer: "What faces us 
today is n ew in h istory; anyhow, 
since the forgotten Mongol inva
sions. It goes beyond contention 
over sovereignty and over ancient 
rights. From the beginning of 
this war its inherency was guessed 
and in this hour it is stark. We 
know there can be no compromise 
with our adversary; implacable 
evil has no good in it to which 
reason can appeal. This chal
lenge by the Nazis is ultimate." 
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THE ISSUES ARE CLEAR 
With the nature of Nazism and 

its kindred superstitions thus re
vealed, and t h e scope of its plan
ned aggression made clear, the 
war has taken on its t rue char
acter. It is not a war for the 
defence of a group of countries 
having particular interests, but 
for the protection of all countries 
t hat have been threatened-which 
m eans every land under the sun 
which h as not bowed the knee to 
B aal. It is war against powers 
which seek the spiritual, intellec
tual and political death of man. 
The war becomes more and more 
a crusade for the altars of man
kind to which no free nation and 
no free m an can be indifferent. 
F or t he reason so cogently stated 
by Burke: "When .bad men com
bine the good must associate; else 
they will fall one by one, an un
pitied sacrifice in a contemptible 
struggle." The forces, which are 
·committed to this Crusade, the 
most sa·cred in the history of 
mankind, are allied forces. Along
side the armies which the British 
nations have put into the field 
are other national armies, organ
ized, officered and directed by 
governments which offered vain 
resistance to the dark barbaric 
flood and are now in exile in 
G reat Britain which h as offered 
them a home. In the Navy which 
holds the seas and the merchant 
fleets which make these seas 
roads of commerce for the free 
world can be found the gallant 
seamen and sailors of all the 
allied nations. In the armadas of 
the sky the squadrons of all these 
countries fly together and share 
th e d angers and the triumphs of 
their glorious warfare. Among 
them will appear any day now the 
Eagle squadron of fliers from the 
United States, many of whom 
have been serving as ind ividual 
volunteers in the R oyal A ir Force. 
Great as will be the actual con
tribution which this squadron 
will make in the battle, the sym
bolism of its appearance in the 
sky will be still more notable. 
The Eagle squadron is a promise 
and a portent. It makes the 
youth of the United States one 
with the youth of freedom-loving 
land s in their devotion to their 
birthright of liberty and in their 
purpose to defend this inheritance 
with their lives. 

S ince the deadlock of today 
cannot continue for ever, since 
the issue is beyond compromise, 
the task of th e future must be to 
bring into the field influences 
and striking forces that will de
stroy this conspiracy against 
mankind. To that end the na
tions, which are holding today the 
posts of honor and duty, will not 
limit their energies or spare their 
sacrifices. They intend, in the 
great words of Pitt, to save them
selves by their exertions and the 
world by their example. That 
example invites the brave and the 
free of the whole world to associ
ate themselves in this greatest 
crusade for humanity in order that 
victory may be early, overwhelm
ing and fruitful. And the fruits 
of victory must be the attainment 
of the vision that great good and! 
wise men saw so clearly twenty
one years ago : a world of peace
ful, useful co-operation in good 
works by free men and free na
tions; a world from which the 
devil-worship of Mars will be 
outlawed for ever. 


