
























































































origin, was one of the pioneers in building the Grand Trunk 
Railway, President of the D ominion Rifle Association , builder 
of the International B ridge over the Niagara R iver, one of 
Toronto's leading financiers and aide-de-camp to Queen Vic­
toria. His grandson , C. S. G zowski, became chief construc­
tion engineer of the C .N.R. Among prominent Polish-Cana­
dian lawyers are ]. Craig Brokovski, K .C., of Calgary, and 
B. B . Dubienski, of Winnipeg. The Poles are devoted to 
Canadian ways of life. The Boy Scout and Girl Guide organ­
izations are active among them, and the Polish women in 
Winnipeg have even formed a chapter of the I.O.D.E. 

THE RUMANIAN CANADIANS 

The Rumanians are a people of very mixed origin whose 
language, in its stt·ucture, shows descent from Latin, probably 
in the brief trans-D anubian province of Dacia. Nationhood 
began to assert itself in the 19th century, especially after the 
union of Wallachia and Moldavia in 1859 and increasingly 
successful resistance against Turkey. Two eminent poets, 
Alecsandri and Eminescu, wrote during that period. 

There are about 20,000 Rumanians in Canada, most of 
them on farms in Saskatchewan. Like the peasantry of their 
far homeland, they are a simple and industrious community. 

THE RUSSIAN CANADIANS 

Russia's past greatness has lain chiefly in the fields of science, 
music, and literature. In science, their honour-roll contains 
such names as M endeleev, systematizer of the so-called Peri­
odic L aw of Elements in Chemistry, M echnikov, the bacterio­
logist, and Lobachevsky, the geometrician. Russian music 
has become world-famous through such men as Glinka, 
Borodin, Musorgsky, Chaikovsky, Glazunov, Scriabin, Rach· 
maninov, a nd Stravinsky. Russian literature is greater still, 
with the poetry of Pushkin , L ermontov, and Blok, and the 
fiction of Gogo! , Turgenev, D ostoevsky, T olstoy, and Chek­
hov. Tolstoy and D ostoevsky have been regarded by many 
as the greatest novelists in the world , especially in their power 
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In the wake of the pioneers came the railroad ... And with 
its coming the boundle s pla ins were opened to all comers . 

of creating human character and probing the depths of hu­
man motive. 

The 1931 census showed 88 ,000 Russians in Canada, but 
as 28,000 of these were German-speaking Mennonites, the 
net Russian-Canadian population was apparently 60 ,000. 
Some 17 ,000 of these belong to the religious sect of the Duk­
hobors or "Spirit-wrestlers." The majority of this group have 
adopted Canadian ways, but there is still a fanatical minority 
who resist education and conformity. In general, the Russian 
Canadians are taking their place in our national life . F. N . 
Laveroff, Andre Lapine, and Nicholas Grandmaison are 
eminent as artists. George Bornoff, Alexander Chulhadin, 
Mr. Cherniavsky, and Mme G edeonoff, are eminent in music . 
fedical scientists , such as Drs. Babkin, D workin , and K om­

arov, of McGill University, have enriched our academic life. 
A fine example of the second generation is Dr. J ohn P erver­
eff, who, after graduate work in m edicine at London and 

Vienna, served with a British ambulance unit in Ethiopia in 
1936. Others have won distinction in the legal profession. 
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THE SWEDISH CANADIANS 

Sweden, with its highly civilized population of 6,000,000, is 
most celebrated for its contributions to science and literature. 
Rudbeck and Linnaeus were two great Swedish botanists· 
Anders Celsius designed the Centigrade thermometer; Berg­
man, Scheele, and Berzelius were world-famous chemists ; 
and Emanuel Swedenborg showed versatility in every branch 
of science. The roster of great Swedish writers begins in the 
17th century with the poet Georg Stj ernhjelm and comes 
down to such great novelists of the 20th century as Selma 
Lagerlof, P er Hallstrom, and Verner von Heidenstam. No 
country in Europe has surpassed Sweden in the humane and 
rational solution of social and industrial problems. In this 
matter, it has perhaps been the most nearly perfect of modern 
nations. 

Canada's 80,000 citizens of Swedish stock have shown some 
of these same qualities. For instance, Hans Lundberg has 
been head of one of the largest and most enterprising com­
panies of geo-physical prospectors. Frederick Philip Grove, 
writing in English, is Canada's most powerful novelist and 
possibly our greatest. Writing in Swedish, Gerhard H. Silver 
and Arthur A . Anderson have produced creditable poetry. 
Incidentally, the Swedish Canadians show the lowest crim­
inal rates of any white nationality in Canada. Their peni­
tentiary commitments per 100,000 in 1931 were only 26 as 
compared with 40 for the G ermans and 47 for the Anglo­
Saxons. As in Sweden, they have shown a strong social con­
science and an interest in social welfare . 

THE SWISS CANADIANS 

Switzerland has been a citadel of freedom amid the Alps 
since the 14th century, and the country, with a population 
of 4,000,000, ranks as one of the most democratic and civil­
ized in the world today. Incidentally, it has demonstrated 
the possibility of four national languages (German, French, 
Italian, and Romansch) existing peacefully side by side in the 
same state. To history , the Swiss have given the theologians 

46 



Zwingli and Calvin, the great mathematicians Jacques Ber­
nouilli, Jean Bernouilli , Leonhard Euler, and J acob Steiner , 
the educational pioneer P estalozzi, the political philosopher 
Rousseau, the historian Sismondi, the diarist Arnie!, the 
novelists Keller and M eyer, and the poet Spitteler. 

One of Canada 's earliest governors, Sir Frederick Haldi­
mand (governor 1777 -86) was of Swiss origin, as was also Sir 
Georges Prevost, the sixth governor-gen eral (1811 -15). Briga­
dier-General Sir Frederick G ordon Guggisberg, born in To­
ronto, of Swiss parents, became governor of British Guiana. 
This group has also made its due contribution of engineers, 
scientists, professors, and public servants. 

THE UKRAINIAN CANADIANS 

The Ukrainians (earlier known to Canada as Rut henia ns, 
Galicians, or even Austrians) are a Slavic-speaking people , 
numbering perhaps 45,000 ,000 , whose homela nd is in the rich 
black-earth country of the U .S.S.R. , north of the Black Sea. 
The Ukrainians might be described as the Irish of the Slavic 
world, cherishing a tradition of far-off glory in the past but 
subject for long centuries to such neighboring peoples as the 
Russians and the P oles. Like the Irish, t hey have a record of 

Our inheritance is the coura~e and t h e s kill a nd the culture of all 
rh many races . .. the resp ect o f o ther rnen 's opinions and be lie fs . 



insurrectionary nationalism in Europe; and like them too, 
they have an abundance of poetry dealing with "old, un­
happy, far-off things and battles long ago." Much of this is 
folk-poetry, but they boast such authentic poets as Taras 
Shevchenko, I van Franko, and Lesya Ukrayinka. They are 
also famous for their marvellous folk-music, their ballet, and 
their handicrafts. Socially, they have shown unusual capacity 
for community co-operation, especially in agricultural co­
operatives with a clearly educational ideal. 

Most of the 300,000 Ukrainian Canadians are now Cana­
dian-born, of the second generation. Already they are taking 
their place as Canadians in our universities, in the professions, 
in the provincial legislatures, and in the Dominion parlia­
ment. In Western Canada, they are chiefly farmers; in the 
East, as in the United States, they are prominent in heavy 
industry. As in Europe, they have shown special aptitudes 
for organizing their communities about community halls 
which are centres of education, drama, music, athletics, and 
social life. A certain distinct minority among them is Com­
munist in sympathies, but the great majority have been proof 
against a superlatively organized propaganda from Moscow. 
It is a matter of great importance that all of these non-Com­
munist Ukrainians in Canada sank all of their ancient and 
bitter feuds in November 1940 in order to form a single 
national Committee of Ukrainians in Canada in support of 
Canada's war effort. 


