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A SPEECH AT MONTREAL, DECEMBER 6, 1916.

There is no occasion tonight to proclaim the justice of the
cause for which the Allied Nations are contending. Someone
has declared that the causes of the war have ceased to be of
more than historical interest. On the contrary, I believe them
to be invested with such significance that on the issue of this
struggle depends the destiny, not only of our Empire, but of
the world. The closing days of July, 1914, were fateful for
us, as for all our Empire. If we had stood aloof and sanc-
tioned by our inaction the devastation and destruction of
Belgium, if we had abandoned France and acquiesced in her
overthrow, we should have earned the contempt of the whole
world, nor could we have escaped the inevitable doom to which
a power dominating the world would assuredly have consigned
us. Thus every oversea Dominion girded on its strength for
the unequal struggle: unequal at first because we were not
prepared. I shall not speak of the mighty effort of the whole
Empire—an effort not felt by the foe until during the past few
months; but I point with pride and gratitude to the fact that
during a little more than two years nearly four hundred thou-
sand Canadians have responded to the call of duty, more than
one hundred and fifty thousand have seen service at the front
and more than one hundred thousand of them are now in the
fighting line.

But mere numbers do not constitute an effective army.
Men must be trained, disciplined and equipped. Every arm of
military service must be organized. There must be long pre-
paration before a modern army with effective striking power
can be created. And this is a war not of armies alone but of
nations. Victory depends, therefore, upon the thorough organi-
zation of national strength ; the organized force of all the Allied
resources must be thrown into the struggle in order that the
full measure of striking power may be attained. To this end,
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the Government have determined that an estimate shall be made
of the man power of Canada, and the Board of National Service
created for that purpose will place before the people in the
immediate future the means by which that estimate can be
effectively made.

The work thus undertaken is of supreme importance. I
have, therefore, felt it necessary to abandon for a few weeks
duties of great urgency, more jnsistent than can be imagined
by those who have not participated in them; and I have come
before you tonight to urge that the response of the Canadian
people shall be adequate to the need. ILet me put that need
before you as it lies in my own mind. It can be realized most
fully by those who have seen the devastated cities and towns of
France and Belgium, who have passed over the trail left by
ravaging armies, who have felt the horror which war has brought
to communities once as happy and peaceful as any within our
own land. The indescribable atrocities committed for the pur-
pose of intimidating the civil population of France and Belgium
have been proclaimed to the world. Even now a hundred thou-
sand Belgians, not bearing arms but peaceable citizens, desirous
of using their energies in mitigating so far as possible the
miseries of their country, have been forced into captivity and
practically into slavery by the strong arm of the enemy for
the moment triumphant. In France, although upon a smaller
scale, the same infamy has been perpetrated. Upon the coast
of Great Britain and in its inland communities women and
children have been slaughtered by the shells of cruisers or by
the bombs of zeppelins.

We live in peace and quietness within the boundaries of
Canada while our kindred beyond the seas are experiencing these
awful tragedies. To what do we owe our immunity, if it is not
to the organized force of this Empire of which Canada forms
a part? What today prevents a German cruiser from shelling
the towns and cities of our coast; from sailing up the St. Law-
rence; from exacting ransom from the inhabitants of this
Province, or enforcing captivity and slavery upon them; from
sending airships to drop bombs upon Quebec or Montreal?
What is it that protects us other than the organized power of
the Empire? As one of its Dominions we are bound in this
crisis of its destiny to do our part as our fathers did theirs
before us, if we should hope to escape in the ultimate result
a like fate.

Canada is a state within a greater state, the Empire itself.
Our country enjoys a constitution granted nearly fifty years ago
and formulated by the wisdom of the Fathers of Confederation,
Macdonald, Cartier, Brown, Tupper. Within the limits of that
constitution the people of Canada govern themselves and each
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citizen exercises his individual influence in determining how his
country shall be governed. That is a right established by the
principles upon which democratic government is based. But
every right may be measured by a correlative or corresponding
duty. To the citizen the state grants protection, the security
of his person and property, the enforcement of law and orderly
1 government. To the state each citizen owes a duty of service;
and there never has been and perhaps there never will be an
occasion in which that duty is more manifest, more insistent or
more imperative than at present. To the Belgian or the French-
man the occupation of national territory by the foe, the implac-
able exercise of his power, the terror of his devastating rule,
bring the most eloquent and convincing testimony that there is
need for the service of every loyal citizen. To us the need may
seem more remote, but it is not the less real. We are within
the orbit of our Empire’s destiny and that destiny is threatened.
: I have said and I repeat that this is a war of nations rather
than armies. All the human energy and all the material forces
at our command must be thrown into the scale. As men without
discipline, training and equipment cannot constitute an effective
army, so a nation in the face of such conditions as now confront
us cannot exercise its full strength unless its power as expressed
| in terms of human energy is estimated and fully organized. Not
‘ only for present purposes is this necessary, but the work thus
undertaken will be of inestimable advantage in meeting condi-
tions which will arise immediately after the conclusion of peace
and for which we must now prepare. Estimates of our natural
resources and conclusions as to the purposes for which and the
. means by which they can most advantageously be utilized are
equally necessary and will not be overlooked.
So the Director General and the Board of National Service
. find it their present duty to estimate the human energy of
Canada and to have that estimate accompanied by such informa-
tion as will enable each man to render for the need of the state
the service he is best qualified to give, the service which will
be of the most value to his country. They have invoked the
aid of all representative bodies and persons who seem best quali-
fied to give the necessary assistance. Members of Parliament
and of the legislatures, the clergy, the teachers, all representa-
tive associations and societies, the boards of trade, the commer-
cial and financial institutions of the country, all these have been
asked to codperate in this most important and necessary work.
But in the end reliance must be placed upon an appreciation by
the people of the need and their conception of the duty which
lies at their door. The information which it is desired to
tabulate is set forth in a card embodying twenty-four questions,
and it is hoped that the answers to these questions will pour

5

.- @ @@




in upon those appointed to receive them in the first week of the
coming year. Let that week be dedicated by the people of
Canada to the National Service of their country. Let us then
sink all thought except that devoted to the highest duty of
the citizen.

Upon the response which the people of Canada will make
to this appeal much will depend. That response will bear within
it an index of the character of our people. From it will be
realized their conception of the duty of service; in it will be
seen their ability to comprehend that the nation, as was
eloquently said by Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of Malines, is
not a mere concourse of persons or families inhabiting the same
soil but an association of living souls subject to a social organiza-
tion to be defended and safeguarded at all costs, even the cost
of life, under the leadership of those presiding over its fortunes.
And let us ever be mindful of the solemn truth proclaimed on
every page of history, that no national organization can be
enduring unless its people are inspired with a full sense of their
duty to the state and with a strong determination to preserve at
every cost its ideals and its institutions.

I have spoken of the martyrdom of Belgium, whose terrible
story has only in part been revealed to the world. I have spoken
of the devastation of some of the fairest provinces of France,
provinces which sent forth those adventurous spirits, the ances-
tors of some of those whom my words shall reach. What French-
man or what Belgian does not hold himself more proudly erect
today because his countrymen did not shrink from the onrush
of the invader, because the soul of his nation is more uncon-
querable than ever? Which of them has not pledged himself to
the supreme sacrifice until the soil of France and of Belgium
shall no longer be profaned by the foot of the invader. Human-
ity calls us to aid in that endeavour, and we can best aid by
so organizing our human energy and our material resources that
their weight can be thrown into the balance without a moment’s
unnecessary delay.

Nearly four hundred thousand Canadians have voluntarily
joined the armies of their country since this war began. Many
have fallen, but before they died they had so borne themselves
that their memory and their country are crowned with imperish-
able laurels. The great pioneer races of Canada have fought
in this war side by side with those of the parent races who
still live beyond the seas. The Entente between our British
Commonwealth and the French Republic was consecrated
anew when Canadians of British and of French descent stood
shoulder to shoulder in some of the fiercest battles of the war
and won for their country and for themselves undying
renown. As the name of de Salaberry for more than one
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hundred years has been a household word throughout our
country, so in the years to come will be the names of men
of his race who in this war fought not less gloriously and
for a cause even more transcendent. Among many whose
memory might fittingly be recalled tonight I pause to pay a
tribute to one who without a thought save for the safety of
his men sprang to hurl back a bomb which threatened to
destroy them and who died in that glorious and devoted effort.

I have said that in France and in Belgium humanity itself
calls us to the rescue. The hundred thousand Canadians now
in the battle line and those who beyond the seas eagerly await
the word—do not these also call us to their aid? There are
those who speak of peace. I read not long since in an Ameri-
can journal the words which Abraham Lincoln uttered on the
16th of June, 1864: “ We accepted this war for an object, a
“worthy object, and the war will end when that object is
“attained. Under God, I hope it never will end until that time.”
The words of Lincoln express the spirit of Canada in this war
which we have accepted for a righteous cause.

In little more than six months our history for half a cen-
tury of Confederation will have been written. That notable
anniversary will perhaps come while this war is still being
waged, but even so we trust that it may be solemnly and fitting-
ly commemorated. In these first fifty years of national life we
have had our problems, our trials, our difficulties and sometimes
our controversies. But on the whole we have cause to be of
good cheer. In that wonderful pastoral letter which Cardinal
Mercier addressed to the Belgian people last year I find these
eloquent words: “ Let us acknowledge that we needed a lesson
“in patriotism. There are Belgians, and many such, who wasted
“their time and their talents in futile quarrels of class with class,
“of race with race, of passion with personal passion. Yet,
“when on the second of August a mighty foreign power con-
“fident in its own strength and defiant of the faith of treaties
“dared to threaten us in our independence, then did all Bel-
“gians without difference of party or of condition or of origin,
“rise up as one man, close ranged about their own King and
“their own Government, and cried to the invader, ‘ Thou shalt
“not go through.”” It is this united and unconquerable spirit
that I would commend to my fellow countrymen if it were my
last word. The Entente of Great Britain and France has been
consecrated by the blood of their children shed in a cause which
concerns issues greater even than the destiny of these great
nations. Let that Entente be crowned likewise in Canada by
our united and inspiring devotion to the same imperishable cause.




A SPEECH AT QUEBEC, DECEMBER 7, 1916.

When last I had the privilege of addressing an audience
in this ancient and historic city questions of development, of
commerce, transportation and material progress were uppermost
in our minds. We pictured to ourselves the future of this and
other great national ports of Canada, and we were concerned
with the problems of government incident to such matters. The
consideration of these questions of vital importance to the
material future of the country was rudely interrupted by the
outbreak of the world-wide war more than two years ago, and
since that time the incessant demands of most insistent and
important duties have not permitted me to visit Quebec. For
a brief period I have put aside these duties in order that I may
expose to my fellow countrymen the needs of the situation as
they present themselves to those responsible for the conduct
of public affairs.

I do not pause to argue or proclaim the justice of the cause
for which Canada with the other Dominions of the Empire put
aside all material considerations and drew the sword in August,
1914. That cause has commended itself as just and even holy
to the conscience of the civilized world, and I am as confident
as I am of my own existence that history will so record it to
the end of time. If ever a decent regard for treaty obligations
and a just respect for the rights of weaker nations was in issue,
if ever the future of liberty and justice was in the balance, if
ever the cause of humanity and civilization itself was at stake,
it is in this war. And because I have a supreme confidence that
liberty and justice will in the end prevail I entertain no shadow
of doubt that the cause for which the British Commonwealth
and France fight side by side in this war will assuredly be
triumphant.

Of what Canada has already done in the war I speak but
briefly. Nearly four hundred thousand men have joined the
colours. First and last more than one hundred and fifty thou-
sand of them have been in the fighting line. More than one
hundred thousand are there today. They have proved them-
selves worthy of the races from which they sprang and their
valour has given to Canada a place among the nations of the
world that must thrill with pride the heart of every man who
honours his country.

Last year I had the privilege of visiting Great Britain and
France and the border line of Belgium and of realizing at first
hand the meaning of organized national effort in this struggle.
In Great Britain at that time the national resources whether of
human energy or otherwise had not been so fully and effectively
organized as in France. Throughout France from the trenches
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at the front to the seacoast 1 found men and women conscious
of the supreme need for service. To each, from the highest
to the lowest, his task was appointed. From each service was
demanded and so far as'I could learn it was willingly given.
It was only thus that the supreme need could be met; it was
only thus that the full power of the nation could be thrown
into the supreme effort. To the citizens of France there was
little occasion to proclaim that supreme need: it was manifest
| to.all. When I had the privilege of visiting at his headquarters
| the distinguished Commander-in-Chief of the French Armies
I stayed overnight in a beautiful and renowned town so near
to Paris that it might almost be called a suburb. Within a
few miles were two other towns, one wholly and the other
partially in ruins; for a German army corps had passed that
way. The Mayor and several of the leading citizens of one
of them had been shot upon some trivial pretext. In the town
where General Joffre’s headquarters were then situate I could
hear the thunder of the guns at the front. Later, within range
of the German guns, I saw the town of Albert in which not
a building had escaped destruction. The church itself had been
shelled ; even the image of the Madonna and Child on the spire
had not escaped the destruction which the Germans have meted
out to so many a sacred edifice.
Shall T hear someone say, “ Why are we concerned with
“this? Our country is peaceful and prosperous, no ravaging
“armies march across our territory, our cities and towns are
*“not bombarded or held to ransom, our sons and daughters are
“not carried into captivity and practical slavery by the enemy.”
Let me ask, to what do we owe that immunity? Why is it that
I do not find in your streets great shell craters such as I have
seen in France, why are the spires and the roofs of your churches
still intact, why have no bombs been dropped from aeroplanes
and zeppelins here, and why are you not called on to mourn
the death of unoffending women and children stricken down
without provocation in your streets? Is this safety due to any-
thing other than the organized power of our Empire? Are
not we in Canada a part of that Empire which today, in com-
mon with France, is fighting for its existence, its liberties and,
more than that, for the liberties of the whole world? There
] are those who prattle of peace, but surely all the sacrifice of
France, of Britain, of all the Allied Nations, and above all the
' sacrifice which Canada herself has made, would be utterly with-
] out meaning and worse than of no avail if our cause is not in
‘ the end so triumphant that humanity shall in future be spared
l so awful a tribute to the lust for world domination.
We have gathered to the colours for the defence of our
institutions and our liberties, for the great cause of the Entente
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between the Mother Lands of our pioneer races, we have
gathered together for the support of that cause nearly four
hundred thousand men. But we have done more than that.
The material resources of our country have been brought into
play. Munitions of war have been produced in quantities which
would have been beyond the belief of our kinsmen overseas
and even of ourselves two years ago. Our means of trans-
portation have been systematized so that this production can be
made available for the purposes of the war. Our coastal waters
have been patrolled. Every means hitherto available has been
employed to secure efficiency and to make the weight of our
resources effective. In speaking of these things I am not claim-
ing credit for the Government; because I unhesitatingly and
sincerely recognize that it is the spirit of the Canadian people
which has made all this possible.

But the war is not yet won and much still remains to be.
accomplished. The resources of the nation must be thoroughly
organized, and it is for the purpose of impressing this vital and
solemn truth upon the Canadian people that I have put aside
all duties however urgent and have devoted myself during the
last month of the year to this one imperative duty. This war
can only be won by thorough national organization. For us
that task includes an estimate of the human energy which
Canada is capable of throwing into this struggle for all purposes
necessary to win the war. The number of troops trained, dis-
ciplined and equipped whom we can place in the firing line
is of course a most important factor. But in addition to that
the needs of the war demand that we shall utilize for the
purposes of production, for the supply of everything necessary
to carry on the war, all the human energy that is available in
this country. It is requisite that our forces at the front shall
be as large as possible; but it is hardly less important that the
productive strength of our Dominion shall be maintained and
that its financial, industrial and commercial stability shall not be
unnecessarily impaired. Without the assistance which Canada
can bring in supplying food products, in furnishing munitions
of war, in assuring the needed financial provision, our national
effort cannot be maintained at the highest level. Those who
are capable of service to the state must realize their responsi-
bility and their duty. They must realize that while the state
has its obligation to provide protection, security of life and of
property, efficient administration and orderly government, so on
the other hand the individual owes a corresponding and impera-
tive duty, the duty of such service as will preserve the existence
of the state and maintain its institutions and liberties. The
citizen who does not fulfil this obligation to his country fails in
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a duty which is the very foundation of his right to a voice in
its government.

The Director General of National Service and the Board
of which he is the head have recognized the necessity of making
an estimate of the man power of Canada. For that purpose
they have endeavoured to enlist the influence and support of all
representative bodies, societies and associations in Canada, of
all individuals who, occupying in some degree a representative
capacity, can bring their voice and their influence to bear in
support of the National Service proposals. The members of
Parliament and of the legislatures, the clergy, the teachers, the
boards of trade, the fraternal societies and all other institutions
and persons of a like character have been invited; and if any
have through inadvertence been omitted I do now invite them
to join in the effort to have a thorough and complete estimate
made of the human energy which Canada can throw into our
national effort. I pray that the response may be all that we
can hope; that it will be worthy of the traditions which our
great races have inherited. This will depend upon the spirit in
which the appeal is met. There have been great tests in the
past but none so great as this. To every such test there has
come a splendid and a worthy response. Let us see to it that
history records an answer by Canada to this appeal even more
inspiring than any hitherto recorded.

It is the great central idea of this endeavour that our
national strength in these fateful conditions shall not be wasted
in any unnecessary purpose. Providence has endowed this
western continent with abundant and even lavish national
resources. The tendency of our people, perhaps less in this
province than elsewhere, is to be wasteful. A few years ago a
representative was sent by the government of one of the smaller
European countries, a country noted for its wonderful progress
in agriculture, to examine conditions in Canada. I asked what
chiefly impressed him during his visit to Canada. He hesitated
for a moment and I said, “I can answer, for I know what is in
your mind. You are thinking of our wastefulness.” He
admitted I was right. Let us not waste our natural resources,
let us so preserve and develop them to the uses of the people
under proper safeguards that they may truly be a common asset
for the nation today and a national heritage for those who are
to come after us. Above all let us waste neither our energies
nor our resources in this time of all times most critical.

Our nation is not to be regarded as merely a series of com-
munities more or less isolated and scattered across half a conti-
nent. Let us rather regard it as a great living organism, and
let us also remember that each individual exercises an influence
however slight upon the future of the nation. Upon each indivi-
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dual there is direct responsibility; and the sum of individual
conception of duty means the character of the nation. That
character cannot be securely or permanently founded upon
wealth of material resources however great. It can only be
securely based upon a high conception of national duty.

In Quebec the foundations of our Confederation were laid
nearly fifty years ago. The structure of which the Fathers of
Confederation then laid the corner stone has surpassed even the
splendour of the vision which impelled them to their great task.
The four Provinces have expanded into a mighty Dominion
fronting on the two great highways of the world—the Atlantic,
the great scene of the world’s activities during the past century;
the Pacific, which in the future will play an equally great role.
It would have been our duty to celebrate with stately cere-
monial the half century of national existence which will be
completed on the 1st of July, 1917. Some celebration not inap-
propriate in the midst of the great events through which we
are passing may yet be held even although the war may not then
have been brought to that victorious conclusion to which our
energies are directed. And mowhere in Canada can that anni-
versary be more worthily honoured than in this Gateway City
of the Dominion where more than three hundred years ago the
great French pioneers laid the foundation of the Canada that
was to be.

It was inevitable from the first that in this Dominion we
should have our differences, whether of party, of race or of
creed. On the whole we have lived together in peace and
quietness and we have worthily begun the upbuilding of the
mightiest oversea nation of the British Commonwealth. If ever
devotion to duty, if ever a high conception of service and of
national unity, were essential in the lifetime of our country they
are supremely demanded today. All controversies of a minor
character sink into insignificance when the very foundation of
our national existence is in danger of being overthrown. With
it would disappear every safeguard enshrined in the constitution
which protects the rights and liberties of Canadians in every
province. I pray that the highest conception of Canada’s
supreme duty in this hour of trial may impress itself upon the
minds and hearts of my fellow countrymen.

And in closing I commend to them the eloquent words
uttered by M. Paul Deschanel a few weeks ago under the
caption “ Rester unis.” They are as follows:

“ Jamais la famille francaise n’a été plus unie. Les Francais
“suivaient des chemins différents; ils se sont rejoints au
“sommet. Méme dévouement, méme ideal.”
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A SPEECH BEFORE THE UNITED KINGDOM
BRANCH OF THE EMPIRE PARLIAMENTARY
ASSOCIATION, AT LONDON, ENGLAND,
APRIL 2, 1917. ()

Little more than twenty months have elapsed since I
last addressed you. We had some realization, but hardly an
adequate conception even then, of the tremendous task which
still lay before us in this war. In these Islands you have risen
splendidly to the need; we of the Dominions have striven
also to do our part. I then reminded you that three hundred
and fifty thousand men had joined the colours in the oversea
nations. To-day, I can tell you that not less than one million
men in those Dominions have taken up arms for the Empire.
The Canadian Expeditionary Force in Europe then numbered
seventy-five thousand; to-day, I am proud to tell you that
Canada has sent forth to aid the Allied cause more than
three hundred and twenty-five thousand men. Our total
enlistments exceed four hundred thousand, and in the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Force alone more than three hundred
thousand men have left the shores of our Dominion. Their
achievement under the sternest test has been splendidly
worthy of the traditions which are their heritage.

There is not time nor is this the occasion to dwell upon
the phases of the war since my last visit to England. The
most recent had its inception on the first day of February
last, in the attempt to starve into submission the people of
these Islands by the ruthless sinking of all ships entering a
wide ocean area around your shores. I am wholly confident
that this attempt will fail, but I am equally confident that to
insure such failure the people of the Empire, and especially
the people of these Islands, must realize that the peril is a
substantial one. It must be met with a spirit which will not
shrink from timely self-denial in order to avoid future need,
which will command the whole-hearted and united service of
the nation to preserve its existence, which will consecrate
the energy of a united Empire to the one supreme purpose.
Waste in time of peace is a sin; in this time of national stress
and danger it is a crime. I speak of waste in the broadest

(1) On April 2, 1917, the United Kingdom Branch of the Empire
Parliamentary Association gave a luncheon in the Harcourt Room of the
House of Commons in honour of the overseas Ministers attending the
Imperial War Cabinet and the Imperial War Conference. The Right
Honourable Walter Long, Secretary of State for the Colonies, presided.
The speakers were the Right Honourable Sir Robert Borden and
Lieutenant-General the Right Honourable Jan Christiaan Smuts, Min-
ister of Defence of South Africa. Sir Robert Borden spoke as above.
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sense—waste of food, waste of time, waste of opportunity,
waste of labour. A government can do much but it cannot
do everything. The highest national achievement depends
upon the seli-denial, the devotion, the resolution and the
strong purpose of the people.

I speak in no despondent mood, but as one disposed to
face realities. The enemy are staking everything upon this
last throw of the dice. All their energies are being concen-
trated upon this year’s campaign whether on land or on sea.
Any flagging of our spirit, any lack of effort, disastrous at
any time, would be fatal now. Consider any sacrifice or
self-denial however stern which the need may impose upon
those at home, how do these compare with the privation, the
danger, the suffering and too often the supreme sacrifice of
those who hold the lines in France or elsewhere in the great
theatres of war? If any of us should chance to be despondent
let him go for confidence to the men in the trenches. If for
a moment he lacks heart let him go to the wounded in the
hospitals for courage. If we seek a standard for the nation’s
spirit let us remember the discipline and heroism of the men
who lined up on the deck of the Tyndareus when she was
sinking, and let us remember that in the end they reached
port.

The German people are fighting with desperation under
the belief engendered and fostered by their military autocracy
that we seek to crush Germany and to terminate her national
existence. No such purpose ever was or could be in the mind
of the British people. It is impossible to crush in that sense
a nation of seventy millions. Beyond comparison Germany
was at the beginning of the war the most powerful military
state in the world’s history. Any idea of successful aggression
against her was unthinkable. Confident in that strength the
German nation following blindly the behests of militarism
entered upon this war for world domination. For the health
of Germany’s soul her people must be taught before it ends
that military aggression is neither a legitimate nor a profit-
able business enterprise ; that world domination is impossible;
that treaties are sacred; that the public conscience of the
world will not permit the rape of small weak nations, will
not tolerate the horrible methods of barbarity which have

. characterized the passage of the German armies and their
occupancy of conquered territory; and finally that there is a
world conscience which commands 