CANADAS
PART /n zhe

GREAT
WAR



1. MILITARY EFFORT.

In the early months of 1914 Canada, for practical
purposes, had no army. There was a permanent force of
about 3,000 men, with no reserve; its purpose was partly

- to provide garrisons for our few fortresses, and partly to
~ train the militia. The latter was a lightly trained force,
rather well organized for a defensive war on its own soil.

~ The number trained in 1913 was about 60,000.

The Canadian Expeditionary Force.—In the late summer
and early autumn of 1914, the First Canadian Division of
83,000 men was raised and sent across the Atlantic. It left

~ (aspé Bay on October 3 and, after nearly three months of

&
Ly

~ additional training in England, landed in France, at Ste.
Nazaire, on February 11, 1915. The Second Division was
formed immediately and landed in France on September
14, when the Canadian Army Corps was formed. The
formation of the Third Division was authorized just before
Christmas, 1915, and the Division was in France early in
1916. The Fourth Division joined the C‘anadian Corps in
the middle of August, 1916, The Canadian Cavalry Brigade
appeared in France in 1915, After the completion of the
Canadian Army Corps the policy of the Dominion was to
maintain a comparatively small number of divisions, but
always to keep these at full strength, in order that the
troops might have the encouragement of full ranks.

54326—1




2

Enlistments.—The total number of men enlisted i
Canada from the beginning of the war to November 15,
1918, was 595,441. The details are:—

Obtained by voluntary enlistment.. . 465,984
Drafted or reporting voluntarll'y after the Milltar\' Ser-

vice Act came into force.. .. .. e . 83,3
Granted leave or discharged.. .. .. «¢c ¢t o0 oo oo . M,
Overseas Service other than C.E.F.:—

Royal Air Force.. .. st io's nei-ssnat 100

Imperial Motor Transport o s gUOTER 710

Inland Water ’I‘ransport R s PR 4,701

Naval Service.. .. el Rl o s s s 2,814

Jewish Pale=tlne Dratt. SR R Ee " o o wig-ay o’ 42

21,169
595,441

The distribution of these men was as follows:—

C.E.F. proceeded overseas.. .. S A 418,052
Enlisted for Royal Air Fovce etc o 21,169
On the strength of C.E.F. in Canada and St 'Lucla. ln-
cluding those under training as overseas reinforce-
ments, Siberian Expeditionary Force, <Canadian
Garrison Regiment, Military Police Corps, Medi-

cal and Administrative ‘Services, etc.. .. .. .. .. 36,533
On harvest leave without pay.. .. . - 15,405
Granted leave of absence without pay as compaaalonate

and hardship cases.. .. 7,218
Number discharged in Canada who had not proceeded
overseas for the following among other reasons,
as below medical standard, absentees, aliens, to
accept commissions, deaths, on transfer to British
Army and Royal Air Force.. .. .. 95,808
Included in enlistment returns, for whom dlscharge
documents have not been received, or in some cases
duplicate enlistments. This number is being ad-
justed as further records are received.. .. .. .. .. 1,760

‘ 595,441

In addition to the above, 14,590 British and Allied reses
vists went from Canada to rejoin the colours in their own
countries.
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Movement Overseas.—The number of men of the
Canadian Expeditionary Force who had gone overseas on
November 15, 1918, was 418,052,

The movement overseas hy years was as follows:—

Before December 31, 1914.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 30,999
(‘alnndar POREHOLE i o s TEV aW, s e . Lat BEE0E
“  1916. R = Bl b

3 B oE L ) ly RO g R e, 63,636
January 1 to November 15, 2 e e oo T8,080

On September 30, 1918, about 160,000 men were in France
and about 116,000 men in England.

" Casualties.—The total casualties sustained by the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Force, and reported up to January 15,
1919, were 218,433, The details are:—

Officers. Other ranks. Total.

Killed in action.. .. .. .. .. 1,844 33,840 35,684
Died of wounds.. .. .. .. .. 614 11,823 12,437
Died of disease.. .. .. .. .. 227 3,830 4,057
IS S 6 ¢ o0 (6o, 6é e e 7,133 148,706 155,839
Prilonersotwnr W L s 3,049
Presumed@ dead.. .. .. .. .. 142 4,640 4,682
Missing.. .. Brs'me & iy 37 361 398
Dutha in Canada TR oy 2,287

T L R TR e i e 218,433
Before December 31, 191~5.. oo s Bl Ve e v o bt na NSIONY

By periods the casualties were (in appronmate figures) :—

Cnlendar year 1916,

» 1917.
" 1918

56,500
74,500
73,000

The following are the honours grauted to mpmbers of
the Canadian Expeditionary Force up to December 20,

1918:—
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Victoria Cross.. .. ST I A L AT 53
Distinguished Service Order P T PR
Ist Bar to Distinguished Qervlce Order. 2 Saik Terel ma 11
2nd Bar to Dlsting-ulshed Service Order.. .. .. .. L3
Military Cross.. .. . e B o alls Gk 53 Sy B v e RN
BartoMmtaryCron 99
Distinguished Conduct \Iedal S0’ v 8 1 Waled Salai B A
Bar to Distinguished Conduct \lml.ll o730 P, e eany 16
Mijlitary Medal.. .. .. PR ORI R ey &
1st Bar to Mlmary Medul e W iy, S S TN 2n
2nd Bar to Military Medal i B R e Tl 10
Meritorious Service Medal.. .. .. .. .. «¢ +0 s oo 430
Mentioned in Despatches.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,383
Noyal Rod Crod®.. ... sopcllis sv spies o su 2% 192
ARG BItISH FONOUIW, 2 1000 oo od" Lsivs wb o TEE

Foreign Decorations—
French, 410; Belgian, 7.
Serbian, 7; Ttalian, 28,
Montenegrin, 8; Russian, 139.
The Canadian Force at the Front.—The distribution of
the Canadian troops in France and Belgium on September
30, 1918, was as follows:—
The Canadian Army Corps, forming part of the First
British Army, consisted of four Divisions and Corps Troops.
Each Division consisted of three Infantry Brigades, each
of which was made up of four Battalions of Infantry and
one Trench Mortar Battery, and the following Divisional
Troops: Artillery—Two brigades, two medium and one heavy
Trench Mortar Batteries, and a Divisional Ammunition
Column; one Battalion of the  Machine Gun Corps;
Engineers—three Engineer Battalions, one Pontoon Bridg-
ing Transport Unit, and one Divisional Employment
Company; Divisional Train of four Commpanies; Medical
Services—three Field Ambulances, one Sanitary Section







Tnstructors’ Pool, Gymnastic Staff, Canadian Reco
List, Y.M.C.A. Services, Corps Military Police and
Railhead Army Post Offices. Labour Services—Labour
Group Headquarters, four Labour Companies, a Pontoon
Bridging Officers’ Establishment and five Canadian Area
Employment Companies.

Each Division contained 19,000 to 20,000 troops, and there
were about 10,000 Corps troops, making about 90,000 men
in the Corps.

The Canadian Cavalry Brigade formed part of the Third
Dritish Cavalry Division belonging to the Third Army and
consisted of three Cavalry Regiments, a Machine Gun
Squadron, the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, a Signal
Troop, a Field Ambulance and a Mobile Veterinary Section.
There were about 3,000 men in the Brigade, which was part
of the third Army.

The following Canadian Units, separate from the Cana-
dian Corps, were attached to the five British Armies:—

First Army: Two Casualty Clearing Stations, one Sani-
tary Section, one Railhead Supply Detachment and two
Battalions of Railway Troops. ’

Second Army: One Casualty Clearing Station, one
Advance Depot Medical Stores, two Battalions of Railway
Troops, two Auxiliary Horse Transport Companies, one
Field Butchery, two Depot Units of Supply, a Railhead
Supply Detachment and a Tunnelling Company.

Third Army: One Casualty Clearing Station, one Rau-
head Supply Detachment, three Battalions of Railway
Troops and the Overseas Railway Construction Corps.
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Army: One Medical Corps Mobile Laboratory, four
ions of Railway Troops, one Light Railway Operating
apany and one Broad Gauge Operating Company.

Fifth Army: One Battalion of Railway Troops.

the Line of Communications and attached to British
Headquarters were the following: Thirteen Depot
nits of Supply, four Field Bakeries and two Field
utche: ies, which were distributed at Boulogne, Calais and
pe; six General Hospitals and six Stationary Hospitals,

ot, the Infantry Base Depot, the Machine -Gun Base
Depot, the Labour Pool, the Report Centre, the Command
Pay Office, the Dental Store, two Field Auxiliary Post
)ffices, the Base Post Office, one Veterinary Hospital, one
alion of Railway Troops, one Wagon Erecting Company
nd one Engine Crew Company.
‘The following troops of the Canadian Forestry Corps
ere distributed at eleven places in France: Sixty-three
stry Companies, five District Workshops, one Construe-
tion Company, one Technical Warehouse, one Forestry
Hos and two Detention Hospitals.
There were altogether about 160,000 Canadians serving in
France or September 30, 1918.
The Canadian Army Corps is commanded by Lieut.-
eral Sir Arthur Currie, with the following divisional
mmanders: 1st Division, Maj.-Gen. A. C. MacDonell.
9nd Division, Maj.-Gen. Sir H. E. Burstall. 3rd Division,
2j-Gen. F. 0. W. Loomis. 4th Division, Maj.-Gen, Sir
Iv'. m L

b were at eight different places; the General Base
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Operations.—The following summary gives only the more
notable engagements in which the Canadian troops fought.
In 1915 the First Division greatly distinguished itself in
the second Battle of Ypres, on April 22, and again at Festu-
bert and Givenchy, in May and June. In 1916 the Cana-
dians, now forming three divisions, were very heavily
engaged at St. Eloi in April, and at Sanctuary Wood and
Hooge in June. In September, October, and November the
four Canadian Divisions fought in the Battle of the Somme,
especially distinguishing themselves at Courcelette, Mou-.
quet Farm, and the Kenora, Regina, and Desire Trenches.

In 1917 the Canadian troops bore the largest part in the
taking of Vimy Ridge (April 9) and of Arleux and Fresnoy
(April 28 and May 3), and fought with great success in
the advance on Lens and the taking of Hill 70 in August.
They were again heavily engaged in the fighting round
Passchendaele in October and November, capturing all their
objectives in spite of severe losses.

In 1918 the Canadian Cavalry, Motor Machine Guns, and
Railway Troops were active in the resistance to the German
advance in March. The Canadian Corps was in the centre
of the British front in the second Battle of Amiens, August
8-17, advancing 14,000 yards on the first day, the deepest
advance made in one day during the war. In the Battle
of Arras, at the beginning of September, the Canadians
played an important part in the breaking of the Queant-
Drocourt line, a part of the Hindenburg system. The Cana-
dian casualties in these two actions were serious but less
than the number of prisoners taken.
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Battle of Cambrai began on September 27 and on
or 9 the Canadians, after heavy losses, took Cambrai
| made large captures of men and material. In the final
of the fighting Denain was taken by the ‘Canadians
October 20, Valenciennes on November 2 and Mons at
L am. on November 11, on which day the armistice came
to force at 11 a.m.
e Canadian troops have captured 45,000 prisoners, 850
illery guns and 4,200 machine guns, have retaken 130
s and villages, and liberated 310,000 French and Bel-
Janadian units have also served in Palestine, Macedonia
d Russi
 Cavalry Brigade.—The Canadian cavalry fought,
he most part, separately from the Canadian Army
They distinguished themselves in March, 1917, by
capture of six villages in two days, and in December
to valuable help in the attack on Villers-Guislains. In
@ German offensive of March and April, 1918, the Cana-
n Cavalry Brigade was actively engaged and suffered
vy casualties at Bois Moreuil, Rifle Wood and elsewhere.
e Brigade fought as part of the Canadian Corps in the
nd Battle of Amiens and, in the great advance at the
of the fighting, captured the town of Le Cateau on
ber 9.

lway .'.l'roops.—-Canadian Railway Units were attached
all the British armies. Canadian Railway troops were
ponsible for the whole of the construction of light rail-
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ways and of sixty per cent of the standard-gauge railwnys;
in the area occupied by the Bntlsh forces. 4

"

Forestry Troops.—In addition to the units of the Cana-
dian Forestry Corps serving in France and mentioned above,
a large number of Canadians have been engaged in Great
Britain in cutting down and milling timber.

Army Medical Corps.—During the war 1,617 Medical
Officers, 2,002 Nursing Sisters and 12,382 other ranks of the
Canadian Army Medical Corps went overseas from Canada.
There were in Canada at the end of the war 913 Medical
Officers, 527 Nursing Sisters, 182 V.A.D. Nurses, and 4,012
other ranks.

The Medical Corps has in France 6 general hospitals, 6
atationary hospitals, 6 casualty clearing stations and 13
field ambulances, and in England 9 active treatment
hospitals, 5 special hospitals, 5 convalescent hospitals and a
special sanatorium. In Canada there are 65 military
hospitals with 11,786 beds.

Some 22,300 patients were brought back to Canada in
1917 and 1918 on 35 passages of hospital ships. On 27 of
these passages the C.A.M.C. provided the staffs of the ships.
The Llandovery Castle was sunk by a submarine while
returning from Canada to England.

Garrison Duty.—About 12,000 troops have been required
in Canada for home defence—as garrisons for fortresses and
guards for internment camps, canals, ete. Canada has also’
furnished a garrison for the important military post of St.
Lucia, in. the West Indies.
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Unwounded.

Wounded Killed in Action Prisoners
R |
Died of Wounds  Died of Disease Missing

CASUALTIES IN THE '
CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
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