BRIEF NOTES
ON

WAR GASES and SPRAY

HOW TO RECOGNISE
AND
WHAT TO DO

Every Canadian soldier must earry this in the -
haversack of his respirator.
He must read it until he knows it by heart.
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4. Sequence of Personal Decontamination is:—

PART I
C—Cotton With cotton waste, swab exposed
Waste parts of the skin. Do NOT spread
the drops.

O—Ointment

treated.

E—Eyeshields Prepare fresh Eyeshield for use
and put it on in place of old one.
Throw away old Eyeshield if

contaminated.

PART II

C—Clothing and (a) Swab off boots with grass,

Equipment leaves, etc.

(To be donme if kit (b) Remove cape and swab off
by LARGE drops.) iree liquids in the same way.
Replace cape and retain until a

fresh one can be procured.

(c) Swab steel helmet in the

same way.

(d) Apply ointment on both

(If the cape is \sides of the contaminated parts
rolled and not <of the clothing. Rub ointment
worn) on skin underneath contaminated

parts of clothing.

(e) Swab off excess liquid from
equipment or weapons-and apply
ointment. Rub ointment into
both sides of web. Re-oil metal

parts if necessary.

D—Detectors Swab off — mark the spots with
a pencil — if too many, put on

fresh detector.
O—Ointment

less than 30 seconds.

Squeeze ointment into palm of
hand. SPREAD it as in “lightly
washing hands” before applying.
APPLY to exposed parts of body
— alternating hands and face.

RUB each part vigorously for
30 seconds. NEW OINTMENT
from tube for new part of body

Swab off ointment from hands
with cotton waste and rub in
fresh ointment vigorously for not
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Care must be taken during PART II not to place
rifles, equipment, etc., on ground that is con-
taminated.

The only difference between the action for
LARGE and SMALL drops is that in the case
of LARGE drops the sequence is COECDO,
whereas, in the case of SMALL drops, it is
COEDO, the clothing stage being omitted.

GAS WARNING SYSTEM

Every man is responsible for protecting himself
against gas. In order, however, to enable him to
gain protection at the earliest moment, a gas
warning system is in force.

GAS RATTLE

2.

The sounding of the Rattle or the shout of
“GAS” denotes all forms of gas attack with
TWO exceptions. These exceptions are:—

(a) Blister Gas sprayed from aircraft.

(b) Blister Gas released from air-burst missiles.
(Air-burst bombs or air-burst shell.)

On hearing the Rattle or the shout of “GAS”, all
ranks will:—

(a) Hold the breath, i.e. STOP BREATHING.
(b) Adjust the facepiece.
(¢) Carry on with duty.

If Blister Gas has been used in shells or other
projectiles and the individual has been splashed,
he will adjust his facepiece and then carry out
personal decontamination at the first oppor-
tunity. The reason for this is that the explosion
of the projectile will shatter some of the liquid
Blister Gas into a very fine mist which may be
breathed in and cause severe internal injury
which would be more injurious than a blister on
the skin :
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4. It is the duty of the local commander to “test

for gas” frequently once the Rattle has sounded.
When he is satisfied that the danger has passed
and that gas is no longer present in his vicinity,
he will:—

(a) Remove his facepiece.

(b) Verbally pass the words “GAS CLEAR”.
All personnel hearing these words will then in-
dividually:—

(a) Test for gas.

(b) Remove facepiece if gas is NOT present.

(c) Pass along the words “GAS CLEAR?” if gas
is NOT present.

VERBAL WARNING “SPRAY”

This warning denotes the presence of Blister Gas
liquid when it has been released either:—

(a) As aircraft spray.

(b) From air-burst missiles.

If it has fallen (there will be drops on the de-
tectors and clothing) the word “SPRAY” is
shouted. The action of every individual within
hearing is:—

(a) Examine Detectors Gas Sleeve for size of
drops. '

(b) Carry out personal decontamination.

If a LOW spray attack has been made, the
enemy aircraft making the attack will be en-
gaged by controlled small arms fire BEFORE
examining Detectors or carrying out personal
decontamination.

YOUR RESPIRATOR

The respirator will give complete protection to
eyes, nose, throat and lungs against the War
Gases, IF you take care of it and know how to

use it.

Water destroys the chemicals in the container

so that it will no longer protect you.

Adjust and remove your facepiece as taught in
respirator drill. This prolongs its life.

Arti-dim the eye-pieces after use and before you
replace your facepiece in your respirator haver-
sack. It will be too late to start anti-dimming
when gas is detected or the gas alarm is sounded.

Hold your breath until you have your facepiece
properly adjusted. DON’T TAKE A DEEP
BREATH FIRST. SIMPLY STOP BREATH-
ING.

Always test for gas yourself before removing your
facepiece.

Be sure the head harness is properly adjusted
so that the facepiece fits.

If you smell gas or any smell you don’t
recognize, don’t wait for the gas alarm. Put
your facepiece on at once. Remember several
gases can be used together so you may .not
recognize the smell.

If you are not sure, you are not safe — See your
Gas Instructor.



RECOGNITION OF WAR GASES

Some gases can be SEEN as a cloud or as a
liquid. Some may be SMELLED. Others can

not be seen or smelled.

Protection by the respirator must be obtained if
the individual has any feeling of choking, irrita-
tion of the throat, nose, eyes or any unusual

smell. "

Strange liquids or unknown solids or powder on
the ground and hostile smoke will be treated as

War Gases until proved otherwise.




