DIRECTORY

119:5.7

48th BATTALION

C.E.F. ASSOCIATION

3rd Canadian Pioneers

1914 — 1918




HONORARY PRESIDENT:
CAPTAIN PERCY LANAWAY

HONORARY MEMBERS:

MESSRS. H. ANSCOMB, F. R. WILGRESS,
H. A. BLACK, R. ARMSTRONG, WM. PAGE, .
F. H. STEVENS

LIFE MEMBERS:
C. W. PANTHER, P. LANAWAY

PAST PRESIDENTS:

C. W. ERLEBACH, S. E. BEECH, C. W. PANTHER,
P. LANAWAY, W. N. WALLACE, C. E. WILSON

1957 OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE

President:
C. W. PANTHER, 3856 Slocan St., Vancouver 12, B.C.

Vice-President:
G. F. SUTCH, 2447 East 29th Ave., Vancouver 12, B.C.

Secretary-Treasurer:
A. B. FRASER, 1708 Charles St., Vancouver 6, B.C.

Executive:

FRED BROWN ROBERT DAVIE ERNEST HEAP
FRED TALBOT

Sergeant-at-Arms:
PoiM. COIE




-
rHE 48th BATTALION was the fourth infantry

Battalion to go overseas from British Columbia.

This Battalion was mobilized at the “Willows’’ in
Victoria on February 15th, 1915. It was formed from
the 50th Gordon Highlanders (3 coy.), 88th Victoria
Fusiliers (4 coy.), some of the 68th Earl Grey’s Own
Rifles from Prince Rupert (1 coy.) and 102nd Rocky
Mountain Rangers from the Kootenay and Okanagan
(2 coy.). There were also some members from Nanaimo
and New Westminster Units to complete the strength.

In command of the Battalion was Lt./Col. W. J. H.
Holmes, a graduate of Royal Military College, Kingston,
who had been Commanding Officer of the Rocky Moun-
tain Rangers. Second in Command, Major W. St. J.
Beale, a retired British Army Officer, who was living in
B.C. Third in Command was Major J. F. Templeton,
also a graduate of Royal Military College. Captain Agnew,
of Prince Rupert, Earl Grey’s Own Rifles, was Adjutant,
he was killed on the Somme in 1916. Capt. J. W.
Briggs was Medical Officer. Capt. W. J. Holt Murison
was Paymaster, and Capt. J. L. Retallack, an old
R.N.W.M.P. man and later a mining engineer in the
Kootenays, was Quartermaster. A number of the other
officers were also graduates of Royal Military College or
had previous service with British Regiments.

The late Maj. Gen. J. W. Stewart of the firm of
Foley, Welch & Stewart, presented horses and wagons for
the Transport section, other citizens contributed Field
Kitchens, and several machine guns were presented to
the Battalion by private citizens of Union Bay and
Armstrong.

The Battalion left Victoria June 25th, 1915, and
arrived at Shorncliffe early in July, going to “’Upper
Caesars’”’ or Caesars Camp North. At this time the
strength of the Unit was 1,156.

2

To the disappointment of all ranks, drafts of trained
men were taken from the Battalion to reinforce other
units and the Battalion was listed as a Reserve Unit. The
first draft was a small one to the 10th Battalion, and in
September about 200 men went to reinforce the 6th
Brigade which was preparing to leave for France, later
other drafts of about 100 went, about this time reinforce-
ments were received from the 62nd and 54th B.C.
Battalions and also from the 68th of Saskatchewan.

During the fall of 1915 efforts were made to have
the Battalion serve as a Pioneer Unit as a large percentage
of the Officers were either Civil or Mining Engineers or
Land Surveyors, and the great majority of the men were
“outdoor’’ men, following such trades as mining, lumber-
ing, farming, prospecting, etc. These efforts were finally
successful and the Battalion left for France in February,
1916, to take on the job of 3rd Division Pioneers.

The Battalion served as 3rd Canadian Pioneers and
after the Battles of Mount Sorrel and the Somme, received
reinforcements from the 75th Toronto Battalion and the
88th Victoria Battalion. It served with the 3rd Division
until after the Vimy ‘’do’’ when it was broken up and
used as reinforcements to two B.C. infantry battalions,
the 7th and the 29th. The reason given for the breakup
was that sufficient reinforcements from B.C. were not
available to continue to support the number of B.C. Units
then in the four Divisions. (Those who were with the
Unit when broken up will remember the cross set up in
memory of the Battalion at its headquarters near Neuville
St. Vaast).

The records show that B.C. had already contributed a
much higher percentage of its population to the Armed
Forces than the other Provinces of Canada.

Two companies of the Unit went to the 7th Battalion
and two companies to the 29th. About 80 men went to
the 123rd, a Toronto Battalion which had been raised by
the 10th Royal Grenadiers and came to France in May,
1917, to take on the job of 3rd Division Pioneers.




Some members of the old Battalion who were young
soldiers then more recently served with distinction in
War 2, some rising to command of Units.

After War 1 efforts were made from time to time
to get members together for a smoker or a dinner, the
late Sid. Beech, in Vancouver and others in Victoria
devoted considerable time and effort and finally in 1936
an Association of members was formed in Vancouver with
Major C. W. Erlebach as President and Ed. Humphreys
as Secretary; in 1948 a Branch was formed in Victoria
with Jack Dirom as President and Ed. Humphreys as
Secretary and a reunion dinner was held June 26th,
commemorating the day of departure of the Battalion
June 25th, 1915, at this dinner there were 123 in
attendance, each year since then a dinner has been held
at Victoria on the Saturday closest to June 25th.

In the summer of 1953 Fraser Stamford of the
Victoria Branch, suggested that a bronze plaque as a
memorial to our Fallen Comrades be placed in the Parlia-
ment Buildings where other Victoria and B.C. units
already had memorials, permission to place our plaque
was given by the Government office and our members
were asked to subscribe towards the cost. A very nice
bronze plaque was made and placed in position just prior
to the November 11th, Remembrance Day ceremony and
Victoria members gathered before it for their first time.

On Saturday, June 26th, 1954, the unveiling was
performed before about 100 members, amongst them a
number from Vancouver, relatives and friends, the Asso-
ciation asked Fraser Stamford, who had done so much
towards the successful completion of the project, to do
the unveiling. Jack Dirom, President of the Victoria
Branch, presided and made a suitable address. In 1955
and 1956 in the afternoon prior to the reunion dinner
a ceremony was held before the Plaque and it is the
intention of our Victoria Branch that this will be con-
tinued each year.
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VANCOUVER ADDRESSES

BROWN, FRED, 1898 East 41st Ave.

BURMAN, J., 6350 Cypress St.

BIBBY, A., 3086 Vanness Ave.

CLARK, H., 3585 Cambie St. (Suite 207).

CAVIN, W. J., 1140 West Pender St.

COLE, P. M., 7252 Ontario St.

CRAIG, F. W., 2182 West 36th Ave.

DAVIE, R., 4005 West 33rd Ave.

ERLEBACH, C. W., 3964 Ruby Ave., N. Vancouver.

FRASER, A. B., 1708 Charles St.

GRAY, J.)''c/0"W.CIBY, 707 West '37th ‘Ave.

GRIST, J. W., 1296 West 14th Ave.

GLEW, A., 2607 Bonser Ave., South Burnaby.

HAYWARD, F. H., c¢/o Canada Roof Products, 2627
Arbutus St.

HEAP, E., Glasgow Tailors, 550 Richards St.

HOLLOWAY, R. M., 3553 West 26th Ave.

HURRY, F. C., 69 West 42nd Ave.

HUTCHINGS, A., 2122 York St.

KNAPP, G. C., 825 General, Currie Rd., Lulu Island.

LaFORTUNE, A. J., 4735 Quebec St.

LANAWAY, P., 1555 West 14th Ave.

McDOUGALL, G., Hycroft, 1489 McRae Ave.

McDOUGALL, A. S., Hycroft, 1489 McRae Ave.

MASSON, J., George Derby H&C Centre, 18th and
Cumberland, Burnaby.

McINTOSH, C. M., 427 West 40th Ave.

MITCHELL, W. J., 4381 Oxford St., North Burnaby.

PANTHER, C. W., 3856 Slocan St.

PARKER, R. G. L. Lt./Col., 3727 West 22nd Ave.

PALMER, S., 6788 Adera St.

PAYNE, J. G., Shaughnessy Hospital annex.

RAYMUR, K. M., 1184 Laurier Ave.

ROE, S. F. D., c¢/o Royal Bank, Georgia and Denman
Sts.

SMITH, D., 5490 Balsam St.

SMART, G. M., 4538 Belmont Ave.

SMART, R. W., 1855 William St.

SUTCH, G. F., 2447 East 29th Ave.

TALBOT, F., 1064 Nanaimo St.



TURNER, W. A., 3241 West 24th Ave.

WALDIE, W. L., 1099 Wolfe St.

WALLACE, W. N., 388 West 25th Ave.

WILSON, 'C.. E.

WILSON, R. N., 635 Granville St.

WHITESIDE, H.

STEVENS, C. J., 629 East 9th St., N. Vancouver.

NEW WESTMINSTER and FRASER VALLEY

ABEAR, J. C., 237 Aldridge St., Deep Cove.

ABBOTT, H. H. B., 33858 King Road, R.R. No. 5,
Abbotsford.

BELL, E. 'R., Box. 55, Ladner.

BLANCHE, E., 235 12th Ave., New Westminster.

GILLITTE, A. E., 3824 Elsom Ave., South Burnaby.

GOPSILL, T. G., R.R. No. 2, Langley Prairie.

HEAD, J. W., 6301 Willingdon Ave., South Burnaby.

HUMPHREYS, ED., 15264 Columbia St., White Rock.

HOPKINS, G. S. (Capt.), Hopkins Landing.

PETERS, W., 10 9th Ave., Haney.

ROCHFORT, J. DO., R.R. No. 1, Station Rd., Cloverdale.

SCOTT, GEORGE, 959 No. 5 Rd., Lulu Island, Steveston.

WILSON, JAMES, 5727 128th St., R.R. No. 4, North
Surrey.

B.C. GENERAL

BEESTON, C. G. Lt./Col., Kelowna.

COLLIE, T., Vernon.

DOWNTON, G. M., P.O. Box 205, Lillooet.
EDGINTON, G., Box 34, Winfield.

FOWLER, JOHN, Armstrong, R.R. No. 2.
GREEN, Del., 441 Victoria St. West, Kamloops.
HARDMAN, W., Revelstoke (Mayor).
HARRIS, M., c/o C.P. Ry., Nelson.

HALL, WM., 1311 Jeff Ave., Nelson.
KENNEDY, G. N., 1810 Richter St., Kelowna.
NEWALL, C. W., Vernon.

PAGDON, A. A.

ROUMIEU, D., Box 415, Kelowna.

SCOTT, P. L., 2503 39th Ave., Vernon.
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WHILLIS, R., Whillis Ins. Agency, Kelowna.

WILLIS, D., 3202 33rd St., Vernon.

TOMLINSON, F.

BILLINGSLEY, H. C., c/o Great Northern Ry., Winnipeg,
Man.

LaCROIX, R. W., Lac la Biche, Alberta.

MacKAY, D., c/o Taylor & Drury, Whitehorse, Yukon.

WILLS, WALTER, 2 Tattersall Gardens, Leigh-on-Sea,
Essex, England.

US.A.

BANGERTER, DR. GEORGE, Port Townsend, Wash.

BROMLEY, H., P.O. Box 669, Mecca, California.

STEWART, CAMPBELL, P.O. Box 3396, Terminal Annex,
Los Angeles 54, California.

HUMPHREY, T., 721 S. Idaho St., San Mateo, California.

HAGGARD, A., 1060 Harvard St., Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia.

FUEROT, L., Triangle Publications, 1540 N. Vermont
Ave., Los Angeles, Cal.

WEST, J. E., 929 Scenic Drive, The Dalles, Oregon.

VICTORIA and VANCOUVER ISLAND

Victoria Branch Officers 1957

President:
J. DIROM

Vice-President:
J. FRASER STAMFORD

Secretary-Treasurer:
T. W. SILVERSIDES

Executive:

DON CORBETT, JACK FIELD, TOM HULL,
WALTER FLUDE, W. KNOTT

Sergeant-at-Arms:
R. 1l GRIGE



ANDERSON, B. H., 724 Linden Ave., Victoria.

ARMSTRONG, S. T., c/o J. Dirom, 1231 Government St.

ARMSTRONG, W. N., 252 Memorial Cres.

BUCK, F., c/o Veterans of France, 574 Fort St.

BENSON, W., 1543 Edgeware Rd.

CORBETT, D., 2453 McNeill Ave., Oak Bay.

BURNELL, G., 1881 Hampshire Rd.

CROCKER, G. H., 311 Robert St.

BUTTERFIELD, A. J., 2540 Cavendish Rd.

CLEATOR, J., 3025 Dean Ave.

COWLEY, F. P. V., 423 D'Arcy Lane, R.R. No. 4,
Victoria.

CHISHOLM, W., 1278 Vista Heights.

DIROM, J., Horseshoe News, 1231 Government St.

DUFRESNE, J. C., 1048 Linden Ave.

DUNCAN, G., 1069 Southgate St.

FAULKNER, C. E., 936 Fullerton Ave.

EMPSON, A., 273 Wildwood Ave.

FLUDE, W. A., 397 Fraser St.

FIELDER, J. H., 907 Cloverdale Ave.

FIELD, J. E., 1781 Hampshire Rd.

FULLER, R., 578 John St.

GRIFFITHS, D. J., 1610 Hollywood Cres.

GRAINGER, B. E., 980 Lavender Ave.

GRICE, R. J., 1511 Edgeware Rd.

GUILLIFORD, J.

HADFIELD, W., 639 Wilson St.

HINES, G., 2412 Estevan Ave.

HULL, T., 1902 Fort St. (Suite 2).

HADLEY, W. A. R., 2095 Granite St.

HILL, H. E., 1967 Argyle St.

JAMIESON, M. W., 5019 Cordova Bay Rd., R.R. No. 4,
Victoria.

JOHNSON, R., 79 Mount View Ave., Colwood P.O.

JACOB, J. A., 1334 McNair St.

KER, R. H. B., 909 Government St.

KNOTT, W., 3115 Somerset St.

LECKIE, G., 21 Oswego St.

LINEHAM, W. J., 2749 Quadra St.
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LIPTROT, J., 856 Swan St.

MANN, W., 28 Glebe Terrace.

McLELLAN, A.

McLEOD, J., 3710 Winton Cres.

McCAIG, M., 2708 Prior St.

NEARY, J., 200 Douglas St. (Suite 307).
NUTTALL, F. D., 1231 Tattersall Drive, Saanich.
OATES, S., 711 Johnson St.

OCKWELL, E. W., 3824 Rowland Ave.
PEARS, W. J., 1423 Vining St.

PEGG, - B.

PETCH, A., 1231 Montrose Ave.

POTTER, A. G., 1121 Burdette Ave.
PORTEOUS, D. V. Major, 1745 Lillian Rd.
PELLOW, A. E., 950 Wollaston St.

POPE, ‘M. D.; 777 Fort St.

ROSE, D. A., 450 Grange Rd.

RIDGLEY, P., 2220 Cook St.

SEDGMAN, A.

STAMFORD, J. F., 2440 Beach Drive.
SILVERSIDES, T. W., 749 McClure St. (Suite 2).
SIMISTER, N., 4056 Saanich Rd., R.R. No. 4.
STEPHENSON, F. B. J. Lt./Col.,, 909 Government St.
STRUTHERS, J.

STRAUGHAN, S. J., 2175 Beaver St.
STEVENSON, J. S., 1617 Burton St.
SINCLAIR, A., 642 Johnson St.

THOMAS, A. D., 1718 Haultain St.

WALKER, J., 1595 Feltham Rd.

WATT, W.

WEBSTER, F., 1843 Kings Rd.

WHITE, H., 956 Walker St.

WHITTLE, R., 10 Ralph St.

WILBY, P. L., 1014 Dunsmuir St.

WOOLSEY, W. R., Duke St., Saanich.
WILLIAMSON, G., 215 Regina Ave.

WAGG, J. H., 2531 Blanshard St.

ZALA, B., 933 Wilmer St.




VANCOUVER ISLAND ADDRESSES

ACLAND, J. B., Ganges, Salt Spring Island.
BARR, K., P.O. Box 189, Comox.

BEATON, A., Box 24, Ladysmith.

BEATTIE, R. A., South Pender Island.
COLFER, W. E., Maple Bay.

GOLD, J., 512 Albert St., Nanaimo.

KEIR, R.

MOLYNEAUX, J., R.R. No. 1, Brentwood.
MUNRO, E., Sidney.

McINNIS, C. G., P.O. Box 497, Chemainus.
McQUEEN, M., 317 4th St. Townsite, Nanaimo.
MEREDITH, T. W., Campbell River.

ORR, G., Shawnigan Lake.

PAGE, C. W., Shawnigan Lake.

PECK, H. F., Alaska Pine Co., Port McNeill.

PORTER, R. S. M., 4991 Prospect Lake Rd., R.R. No. i
Royal Oak, Victoria.

PITTS, C. H., R.R. No. 2, Sidney.

PATERSON, W. A., Box 59, Parksville.

REDFERN, H. C.

ROGERS, J. W., Box 55, Ladysmith.

SINGER, W. S., 957 Chelsea St., Nanaimo.
STEPHENS, R.

THORPE, C., 447 Canada Ave., Duncan (Box 459).
WHITEHOUSE, A. C., Wellington.

WILTON, D., Austin Agency, Nanaimo.

YOUNG, J. J., R.R.,, Royal Oak.
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