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EDITORIAL . NOTES

All Correspondence to the Association should be addressed to the Secretar
f At10 y.-Mrs E! I. Barott, €. Pi©:
W.R.A., 150-A Sun Life Building, Montreal. Requests for educational books and copies of pris-
oners letters should be written on a separate sheet of paper. Relatives are invited to submit their
problems and difficulties which will receive prompt and sympathetic attention.

TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER’'S MESSAGE

Enclosed with the Prime Minister’s card, which
is reproduced on the front page, going to Can-
adians in Germany is a message announcing the
sending of personal and camp presents from the
Government of Canada. The text of the message
follows :

““This year as last the agencies of Government
charged with the protection of your interests have
been very glad, on behalf of all the people of
Canada, to take the opportunity offered by the
Christmas Season of sending to you a small Christ-
mas present for your personal use and also some
books as a collective gift for the general enjoy-
ment of those in your camp.

“In the fexipectation that continental trans-
portation facilities will be subject to greater strain
this year than hitherto, steps have been taken to
send off the parcels well in advance, and it is
hoped that they will reach all camps in good time
for Christmas.

“Following last year’s practice Christmas cards
from individual persons in Canada will not be
sent. This decision was taken, as you may perhaps
remember, because prisoners generally expressed
the view that they would rather receive their
ordinary letters promptly than have them delayed
through the arrival of large numbers of cards.
The Prime Minister therefore hopes that you will
regard the enclosed card, not only as coming from
himself, but also as representing those which you
might ordinarily expect to receive from your
friends in Canada.”

BRITISH P.O.W. MAIL

During 'the month of March, 53,647 Iletters
destined to British prisoners arrived at Geneva;
13,000 having been sent from India. At the
time when British prisoners were being trans-

ferred from Italy to Germany, an enormous
amount of mail was directed to the I.LR.C. agency;
in one month 132,689 letters were re-addressed
and from a total of 867,558 letters, accumulated
from October to March, 493,756 have been sent
to their destination in Germany, Switzerland and
France.

About 100,000 parcels that were waiting at
Bile have been re-directed.

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS NEWS OF
AMERICAN P.O.W.

Germany

A list containing nearly 3000 names of pris- <

{

in Germany. This was the first information re-v‘l_‘ ¥

oners was received in Geneva by the International
Red Cross from the Man of Confidence in a camp

ceived regarding these men.

The agency also received, from another German
camp, 1000 capture cards giving information
about recently captured American airmen. These
cards arrived before the telegraphed notices sent by
the German Military authorities.

Japan

The official Bureau of Tokyo has forwarded
to the I.LR.C. numerous radiograms containing
1500 new names of interned American civilians
in the Phillipines.

At the end of May, the American Service of the
L.R.C. agency was able in a single day to despatch
to the United States information concerning 2538
prisoners of war as well as American civilian in-

ternees located in Europe and the Far East.

U.S. AIR MAIL

American prisoners of war who were captured
when serving with Canadian or British Forces
may now be sent the American airmail forms _
according to a new regulation issued by U, S.
postal authorities.
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
EXPRESSES APPRECIATION

In a letter teceived at C.P.O.W.R.A. Headquar-
ters, dated 10th October 1944 from the Royal
Horticultural Society the following message of
thanks is contained : ‘“My committee desires me to
convey to you its cordial appreciation, not only of
the generous offer made in your cable of August
9th, but also of the splendid way in which your
Association has cooperated in the past. They feel
it is quite in keeping with the magnificent part
which the Canadians are playing in the fighting
forces on land, on the sea, and in the air. We in
the homeland are most grateful to you all.”

Due to the present situation in Europe only a
very limited number of seeds are being despatched
this autumn. '

BELARIA

The Camp Belaria is about 5 or 6 miles from
the main Airforce camp Stalag Luft III, at Sagan.
Conditions at Belaria are better than those at
Luft III owing to the fact that prisoners are less
crowded.

Y.M.C.A. VISITORS TO CAMPS

Charcoal-driven automobiles are used by seven
Swiss and Swedish “Y’" secretaries who cons-
tantly visit our men in German prison camps.
These cars are carefully equipped for the needs
of the particular camps each worker serves. For
example, the car used by Gunnar Celander when
he visits the surgical-orthopedic hospital in Ger-
many, and a special camp for prisoners who have
suffered eye injuries, is loaded with short-wave
apparatus, a special motor for diathermy, trans-
former bulbs, and modern Swedish instruments
for the blind. All other available space within the
car is crowded with hospital games, handicraft
materials, braille books, masseur books, pipes,
pencils, note-paper, and a hundred miscellaneous
items. On the roof, ten sacks of charcoal provide
Mr. Celander with an ever-present filling station !

A total of 1770 such personal visits were made
by representatives of War Prisoners Aid of the
YMCA from February 1940 to December. 1.\‘\3
in order to promote and establish religious, ed-
ucational and recreational activities for our men

in German prison camps. During the present year
this work has intensified.

D-DAY IN GERMAN PRISON CAMPS

The Christian Science Monitor has recently
published an extremely interesting account of the
manner in which our boys who are prisoners of
war received news of the invasion. We quote in
part :

“We first heard at 2 o’clock in the afternoon
of June 6. The High Command communique
came through the loudspeaker on the cookhouse
wall, in German, stating the bare fact of the
landing, time and location.

‘“Looking out into the camp you could tell that
the day had come. Men were streaming from doors
and through windows, running silently over the
sand to join the knot of men by the cookhouse
that soon fanned into a semi-circle of a thousand
men, assuring one another that it was true... Some-
one read a translation of the communique and the
men dispersed to the barracks, walking slowly,
smiling with relief and gratitude, and yet most
of them serious in their soldiers’ knowledge of the
sacrifices to come.”

SUGGESTIONS FROM REPATRIATED
P.O.W.

Canadian Airmen recently repatriated from
German prison camps discussing the contents of
personal parcels, mentioned the following food
articles as being the most popular : chipped beef,
peanut butter, and dehydrated soups. Chocolate
and cigarettes, they said, were always in great
demand and it was not possible to send too much
of either. Pipes also are appreciated and may be
included in personal parcels. Playing cards are
scarce in almost all camps; in view of this the
C.P.O.W.R.A. is shipping 50 packs of playing
cards to all camps where there are 100 or more
Canadian prisoners, and 25 packs to every camp
where there are less than 100 Canadian prisoners.

Shoes are always needed, both leather-soled and
running shoes. The latter may be sent in sports
parcels together with sweat shirts which are very
necessary and all other shoes must be sent in
personal parcels or uniform parcels. -
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THE GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM-
ME OF REHABILITATION

The question of re-establishing members of the
services in civilian life is one of national im-
portance. It is also of tremendous personal inter-
est to the families of service men, consequently we
will try briefly to bring to relatives of prisoners
of war some of the main features which the Gov-
ernment proposes to adopt in helping our ex-serv-
ice personnel to get back to the normality of peace-
time living.

The programme of rehabilitation, issued by
the Hon. Ian Mackenzie, Minister of Pensions and
National Health, covers a wide field, its object
being to give discharged service personnel the
" necessary training and financial security to help
themselves that each may be in a position to earn
his own living. Medical treatment will be supplied
for those who need it and compensation by way
of pensions provided for those handicapped in
civil life as a result of war service. Young men
and women of the services will be encouraged to
continue their education which was interrupted by
enlistment. - University fees are paid on their be-
half in relation to length of service. If, however,
a student is outstanding and on the recommenda-
tion of University authorities, financial assistance
may be extended to the completion of his univer-
sity course or even to post-graduate studies.

Vocational training has also been arranged for
and funds are to be available to assist in suitable
courses which will enable discharged personnel to
fit themselves in whatever trade they are best
suited. Maintenance grants and dependents allow-
ance will be paid for 52 weeks but may be extend-
ed to complete training providing the full training
period does not exceed the length of service. Re-
ports from the YMCA and other educational
crganizations show that many of our prisoners of
war have utilized their time in prison camps to
continue with study courses which will be of
great benefit to them on their return to civilian
occupation,

Preference to ex-service men and women will
be given in all Civil Service Commission appoint-
ments. According to the “Reinstatement in Civil

Employment Act”, it is the duty of employers to
re-instate a bona fide permanent ex-employee who
applies within three months of discharge for his
previous job on no less favourable terms than
would have prevailed had the period of employ-
ment not been interrupted by war service.

Free treatment will be given to men who are
hospitalized for pensionable disabilities, with
allowances for themselves and families. Artificial
arms, legs etc., are supplied free with provision for
special clothing grants to those veterans whose
clothes are subject to extra wear through the use
of artificial aids.

Health and Occupational Centres are being
planned across the Dominion to assist in the re-
habilitation of neuropsychiatric and other cases.

Pensions for disability will be awarded not on
length of service but for the loss or lessening of
normal abilities.

The Veterans Land Act, which is administered
by a Director under the Minister of Mines and
Resources, provides assistance to ex-servicemen
to buy and own a farm to be operated on a full
time farming basis, or to buy and own a rural or
semi-rural house when the main income is earned
from other forms of employment. Encouragement
will be given to sustain the “‘family farm” as a
Canadian institution.

For the veteran whose normal occupation is in
the commercial fishing industry provision is made
te assist him to purchase a comfortable home, a
plot of ground and fishing equipment required
for his occupation.

A Basic gratituity of $7.50 for each month of
service will be given to all ranks who have served
in the Western Hemisphere and $15. — for
each month of service overseas or in the Aleutian
Islands with a supplementary gratuity of 7 days
pay and allowances for every 6 months service
overseas or in the Aleutian Islands.

Primarily for those members of the Forces who
do not elect to take educational, vocational or
technical training, or to avail themselves of the
benefits under the Veterans Land Act, a re-esta-
blishment credit is provided which may be used
at any time within a period of ten years for the
purpose of :

\
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(i) The acquisition of a home, to an amount
not exceeding 2/3 of the equity as de-
termined under the act;

(ii) the repair or modernization of his home,
if owned by him;

(iii) the purchase of furniture and household
equipment for his domestic use, to an
amount not exceeding 2/3 of the cost;

(iv) working capital for his profession or
business;

(v) the purchase of a business, to an amount
not exceeding 2/3 of the equity fund
required for the purpose;

(vi) the purchase of tools, instruments or
equipment for his trade, profession or
business;

(vii) payment of premiums under any insur-
ance scheme established by the Govern-
ment of Canada;

(viii) the purchase of special equipment requir-
ed for educational or vocational training;

(ii() any other purpose authorized by the
Governor-in-Council.

Government insurance for veterans on discharge
has been arranged by Parliamentary legislation.

Finally, all ranks who have completed 183 days

of service and have been honourably discharged
will receive a clothing allowance of $100. — and
a rehabilitation grant of 30 days extra pay and
payment to dependents of one month’s allowance.

CIGARETTE SHIPMENTS
The follow \g number of shipments, each con-
sisting of 300 cigarettes were sent to all Canadian
P.O.W. in Europe from May to September, by
the Overseas League (Canada) Tobacco and
Hamper fund and the Canadian Prisoners of War
Relatives Associatiaon.

May 3 — 3,965
June 4 — 4,027
July 4 — 4,045
August 4 — 4,206

September 4 — 4,486

Contributions towards sending cigarettes to
our Prisoners should be marked ‘‘Cigarette Fund”
and addressed to C.P.O.W.R.A., 150-A Sun Life
Building, Montreal.

BLIND PRISONERS OF WAR

According to the International Red Cross Re-
view British blind prisoners are cared for in a
hospital situated in a beautiful locality. Other
badly disabled British prisoners, mostly amputa-
tion cases, are also interned in this hospital. The
War Prisoners Aid of the Y.M.C.A. has devoted
itself to the problem of re-educating the blind and
of procuring the necessary material and special
machines for this purpose. Most of the blind pris-
oners have learnt to write again through the
method current at the British St. Dunstan’s Ins-
titute so that on returning to their own country
they will be able to take care of themselves. At
the request of the Y.M.C.A. a German doctor,
bimself blinded in the last war, is responsible for
this teaching.

Musical instruments including one piano have
been provided by the War Prisoners Aid, much
to the delight of the blinded men, some of whom
have expressed their desire to become professional
musicians.

A visit to one of the exhibitions of work in
this hospital is convincing proof that despair can
be cured by occupation. All manner of work is
produced by these sadly disabled men, and their
handiwork expresses both beauty and ingenuity.

A theatre has been built, by the blind prisoners,
using wood from Canadian food boxes. Theatric-
al performances, both dramatic and musical are
performed here with great skill amounting at times
to brilliance.

To these prisoners the loss of liberty is by no
means the most important of their hardships and
yet they refuse to let themselves be beaten. One
sign of this was in the amazing sight of ten young
men, with no legs, lined up in two teams who
were playing ball.

All are preparing in many different ways to fit
themselves for a future life by learning some type
of craft or profession compatible with their phys-
ical handicaps.
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NEWS FROM ENGLAND

We are indebted to the Scottish Branch B.R.C.S.
and the B.P.O.W.R.A. for the following infor-

mation.
NEW GLASSES FOR PRISONERS OF WAR

Optical Service for Camps in Germany.

What happens when a prisoner of war breaks
his glasses, or finds he cannot study or read for
enjoyment because he needs different lenses? The
problem concerns only a proportion of the men
in the camps, but to those who are affected the
absence of glasses may be a major disaster. About
the middle of 1942 the question was tackled
successfully by the optical industry and profession
of Great Britain, working with the Red Cross and
St. John War Organization. To-day, there is a
smoothly running system which ensures that any
British prisoner of war in Europe who needs
spectacles receives a pair made to fit his precise
needs. In the camps a British Medical Officer or
an optician-prisoner tests the man’s sight and then
sends the ‘‘prescription’’ for the glasses required
to the Red Cross Prisoners of War Department in
London. They in turn pass them to the Joint War
Emergency Committee of the Optical Profession,
who allocate the prescriptions among the sixty or
so firms of manufacturing opticians in Great Bri-
tain. The cost of providing the new glasses is
borne by the firms, and in order to reduce to a
minimum the waiting period for the men in the
camps, the firms give the highest priority to the
work. Despatch of the new glasses, each pair in a
strong case, is arranged by the Red Cross, who use
the quickest possible route to the camps. Since
the scheme began over 1500 pairs have been sent,
and in one of the largest camps more than 600
men have been supplied. In some of the biggest
prisoner of war camps there are Medical Officers
who are themselves practising oculists, and when
the spectacle scheme came into operation the opti-
cians and oculists in this country supplied them
with a considerable amount of sight-testing appa-
ratus. This is in use, not only in the camps, but
also can be taken by the oculists and opticians to
remote working parties, often many miles from
the camp.

RETURNED WAR PRISONERS
FIND BETTER JOBS

Repatriated men from Stalag 344, who used
their time of captivity to study various subjects,
have been writing to their old ‘‘school” in the
Stalag to describe their progress since reaching
home. According to the latest report sent to Red
Cross by the Educational Officer in this camp,
several of them have been able on their return
to get jobs superior to those they held before the
war.

One N.C.O., who had lost a leg, had realised
while in camp that he would not be able to resume
his peace-time job as a hod carrier. ‘‘Consequently,
he was advised to study building with a view to
obtaining a post with an architectural firm,” says
the report. With justifiable pride it continues :

“We proceeded to train him with such satisfactory

results that he was successful in passing the Cityand
Guilds Building examination. He now holds a
post with a building firm in the south of En-
gland”.

THERMOMETERS FOR HONG KONG

A packet containing 100 clinical thermometers
bound for Hong Kong just left England by air
via Lisbon to Geneva.

The thermometers have been sent by Red Cross
and St. John in response to an urgent request from

the International Red Cross delegate in Hong
Kong.

PENICILLIN FOR PRISONERS OF WAR

Some £ 125—worth of penicillin is on its way
to German prison camp hospitals where our
wounded men captured in Normandy are being
received. First supply of this precious drug to be
released for prisoners of war, it has been sent by
Red Cross and St. John, who hope to arrange
for the despatch of regular monthly consignments.
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FAR EAST NEWS

JAPANESE SHIP TO CARRY
RELIEF CONSIGNMENT TO P.O.W.

After repeated efforts at negotiation between
the Allied and Japanese Governments, arrang-
ements have at last been completed whereby a
Japanese freighter will pick up relief supplies,
which have been accumulated at Vladivostok, and
transport them to Allied prisoners of war in the
Far East.

This good news is most encouraging and satis-
factory and will be received with thankfulness by
all Canada, whose 1600 prisoners will benefit by
the distribution of the much needed relief consign-
ment consisting of food, clothing and medical
parcels.

FREE CABLES FROM JAP-HELD PRISON-
ERS MAY COME BY CHRISTMAS

Wartime Information Board

A ten-word-cable service between Japanese-held
prisoners-of-war (including internees) and their
Canadian next-of-kin has been arranged by the
International Committee of the Red Cross, ac-
cording to an official of the Department of Ex-
ternal Affairs. However, although the Japanese
have signified their willingness to transmit mess-
ages to and from the camps, the service has not
yet started pending final arrangements, and its
success will depend on the co-operation of the
Japanese.

It is proposed that each prisoner or internee will

* be allowed to send one cable a year at first. This

limitation has been imposed so that as many pris-
oners as possible may be heard from. The pris-
*oner’s cable to his next-of-kin must be the first
in the exchange. Next-of-kin will not be able to
send messages until they have heard from their
relative in the prison camp. This restriction has
been set because many relatives have had little or
no information from the Far East, and it is con-
sidered more important that they should receive
rnews from the prisoner-of-war or internee than
the other way round.

Costs of the cablc oth ways will be paid
by the Canadian Red Cross Society, and the
Canadian Red Cross Enquiry Bureau is willing

to bear the responsibility for the telegrams reach-
ing their destinations. Messages will be routed
through Geneva.

The adoption of the cable exchange arrang-
ement does not affect the facilities previously es-
tablished for communication with the Far East,
the External Affairs official pointed out. He
warned, however, that there may be considerable
delay before the first cable is received, and that
failure to receive a cable in the near future should
not cause over-anxiety on the part of relatives. If
the Japanese Government does its part, it is hoped
that the first cables will start coming in in time
for Christmas. :

NO CRITICISM FOR ALLIED
GOVERNMENTS

It has come to our notice that certain groups
formed by next of kin of prisoners of war
amongst the Allied Nations have protested that
the Allied Governments have not exerted sufficient
effort on behalf of prisoners of war in the Far
East.

The Canadian Prisoners of War Relatives As-
sociation deplores this attitude which, we feel,
is based on either incorrect information or ignor-
ance regarding the assiduous efforts of the allied
governments together with National and Inter-
national Red Cross to negotiate with the Japanese
authorities.

Every possible approach has been attempted and
that these endeavours have been unsuccessful is
due, not to Allied negligence but to the lack of
co-operation and the procrastination of the Ja-
panese.

Our Russian Ally has offered every assistance
as a neutral power in the Far East and at present
a Russian port is being used to receive shipments of
supplies destined for prisoners of war in Japan and
Japanese held territory.

The situation concerning prisoners of war in
the Far East has improved considerably although
it is far from satisfactory yet. Hope is held out
however, that an agreement will be reached where-
by conditions of our prisoners may be bettered,
and to this end the Allied authorities are working
ceaselessly. :
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BETTER HANDLING OF PRISONERS
SEEN BY BRITISH

Hope that the lot of allied prisoners and intern-
ees held by Japan can be improved in the near
future was expressed by Lord Iliff, chairman of
the Duke of Glouchester’s Red Cross and the St.
John’s Fund in a recent address in Manchester,
England. Lord Iliff reported the present situation
as much more favorable than before and said that
Britain is working in close cooperation with the
United States and Canada.

During past months considerable publicity has
been given to negotiations with Japan for moving
the 1500 tons of Red Cross supplies held in Vla-
divostok. Russia has granted permission for a pro-
Japanese ship to enter a port near Vladivostok to
take on these supplies.

Distribution is to be made to British, Nether-
lands and American prisoners, and arrangements
have been made for each country to meet the
cost of servicing its own nationals. Because of
geographical nearness, the United States has been
selected as the source of supply for food but the
cost will be paid by all three nations.

The British, Dutch and American Red Cross
sent 4500 tons of relief in the ships that carried
Japanese éxchange prisoners.

The recent gift of 20,000 pounds sterling sent
to Chungking by Lady Cripps brings the total
from England for the United Aid to China Fund
to 950,000 pounds. Arrangements have been
completed, according to London, for sending
20,000 pounds to Chungking each month, instead
of larger amounts less frequently. (T he Shanghai
Evening Post and Mercury).

CAMP REPORTS
FUKUOKA No 17

According to the International Red Cross camp
reports, Fukuoka Camp 17 which was opened
on August 7th 1943 was visited last April by an
I.LR.C. delegate. In this camp are about ten of-
ficers, a hundred N.C.O.’s and several hundred
men, all Americans.

The barracks, 33 one storey buildings, are well
aired and have sufficient light; the water is furn-
ished by the town and is good. Sanitation is sa-
tisfactory.

Three meals a day are prepared by fifteen cooks,
kitchen service is well organized and there are
two electric bread ovens, frigidaires, etc. Food
rations could be improved.

The surgeon and three medical orderlies of the
Japanese army as well as two interned doctors
and ten orderlies are on duty. 5

A number of prisoners are employed in the
camp’s workshops, tailors, shoemakers, etc., while
others are employed in coal mines, the work being
distributed by the camp Commandant. All are
paid and spend a good part of their pay at the
Canteen, the profits from which are used for the
benefit of the prisoners.

Protestant Chuch services are celebrated every
Sunday, in English.

Recreational facilities are adequate and the
library is provided by the YMCA. There are no
organized classes and the "prisoners asked for
musical instruments.

In general, the prisoners are well treated and
the Camp Commandant did not report any com-
plaints from the prisoners.

NAGASAKI
CIVILIAN INTERNMENT CAMPS

The civilian internment camp at Nagasaki,
which was opened in march 1943, was previously
the Convent of St. Francis. Situated on an isol-
ated hill in a fertile region, the camp is composed
of two well-equipped dormitories, one dining
room, one recreation room and a library and
houses fifteen men, of which 5 are British, 6
Canadian, 2 Belgian, 1 New-Zealander and 1
Norwegian. Every second month a Japanese doc-
tor carries out a general examination of the in-
ternees and is also called in when necessary.
Serious cases of illness are sent to the city’s Uni-
versity Hospital where internees also receive dental
care. Mass is celebrated. Games are organized and
internees are busy growing vegetables and raising
chickens. :
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CAMP REPORTS

GERMANY
International Red Cross Review

OFLAG IX A/H

On March 11th 1944 delegates of the Inter-
national Committee visited Oflag IX A/H. Not
much change was noted since the last visit a year
ago; living conditions for the few hundred officers
and N.C.O.’s were about the same. There were
still complaints regarding the lighting which is
decidedly insufficient in a castle where thick
walls and very small windows tend to darken the
rooms considerably; the heating also was barely
adequate in spite of the moderate winter.

Two officers responsible for the kitchen are in
charge of food rations, these have been slightly
improved due to British and Canadian collective
and individual parcels.

The clothing situation is satisfactory regarding
uniforms, underwear and shoes but officers asked
for toilet linen as they were only receiving small
squares of material. They also suggested that a
blanket reserve should be built up at the camp for
the benefit of new prisoners who are likely to wait
a long time for their first personal parcel.

Regarding sanitary conditions, the delegate
reports that in general the state of health is very
satisfatory, the two camps, upper and lower, each
have a small infirmary containing about ten beds,
only mild cases are treated here. Officers of the
upper camp, of which many are relatively old,
would like to receive a visit from an oculist as
their sight is daily deteriorating. Dental care is
still provided at Lazaret Obermassfield.

Reporting on recreation facilities the delegate
says that sports are very popular, curling matches
having been held in the Castle’s moat during
the month of February. Recently officers have
been allowed to go for walks which is greatly
appreciated by the older prisoners who are unable
to take part in the sports.

Religious services are celebrated in both camps
and the library is well stocked. A great number
of officers are following study courses.

Both camps have a food reserve for about 3
months — 1,500 parcels in each camp.

OFLAGIX A/Z

Since last June all American officers have left
this Oflag. Several hundred British officers re-
main, lodged in the old town seminary where
living conditions have not greatly changed during
the past year, the principal complaint being over-
crowding. A reduction of fifty men would be
necessary to allow sufficient space. Lack of space
is most keenly felt in the refectory where prisoners
are obliged to eat in three groups and which is the
only available room for study courses and theatri-
cal productions.

Sanitary arrangements are adequate for the
camp’s needs but showers are functioning only
every fifteen days due to the fact that the Com-
mandant is unable to obtain sufficient fuel.

The infirmary is well set up and well equipped
and the general state of health is satisfactory. On
the day of the delegate’s visit, five diphtheria
patients were being treated and since the British
doctor in charge had an insufficient quantity of
anti-diphtheria serum (German authorities being
able to furnish only 4000 U.L per patient), an
order for 200,000 U.I. was telephoned to Geneva
through the delegate. In this connection it should
be noted that serious cases are directed to the
Lazaret Obermassfield where five officers have
just been sent for a thorough medical examination,
in view of the approaching visit of the mixed
Medical Commission.

There are in this camp 24 British doctors and
25 chaplains who constitute a sort of reserve
destined to provide help, in case of necessity, to
the different prisoners of war camps all over Ger-
many.

Dental first aid is given at the camp but serious
cases needing advanced treatment are sent to La-
zaret Obermassfeld.

Sports are well attended, either in the small
camp courtyard or on a much bigger space situated
at about one kilometre from the camp where the
officers may go daily. During the winter there
is skating and curling matches are also held.

In ending the report states that Oflag IX A/Z
gives a good impression.
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MARLAG O AND MARLAG M.

No changes have been made here since the last
visit of the International Red Cross delegates; the
installations are exactly the same and the personnel
having increased considerably the prisoners have
less room. However, they did not complain and
seemed to be quite satisfied.

The food situation in both camps, O and M,
is according to regulations. In camp O the food,
from Red Cross parcels, is prepared collectively
by the Officers while in camp M the cooking is
done by the ratings. However, food conditions
in both camps seem to be satisfactory thanks to
the numerous Red Cross food parcels which come
in regularly.

The clothing situation is far from satisfactory
and the delegates report that many prisoners are
wearing wornout uniforms. This applies espe-
cially to the ratings in camp M where the P.O.
W.’s are wearing French uniforms.

In both camps two British Officers receive and
distribute the food and clothing parcels. While
the Officer in charge of the food parcels seems to
be quite satisfied — with the exception of the
extra small quantity of tea in standard food par-
cels — the Officer receiving and distributing the
clothing parcels complains that he has no reserve
whatever and that the P.O.W.'s are badly in
need of clothes.

The hospital is in charge of a medical Capt., as-
sisted by five orderlies. Only light cases are treated
here; other cases are sent to the Milag lazaret.
The Dental department is satisfactory. Patients
from both O and M are treated here. Prisoners
would appreciate more books —especially fiction
and travelogues. There are three padres at this
Camp.

MILAG NORD

Milag Nord contains about 3000 prisoners of
which 1000 are officers composed of British,
Americans, Norwegians, Belgians, New Zealan-
ders, Greeks, Chinese etc., 21 nationalities in all.
The prisoners are grouped according to national-

ities and disposition of the barracks allows each
group to live a relatively independent life.

All internees at the principal camp are satisfied
with their living conditions. Only one change has
occurred since the last visit from the delegates of
the International Committee, Indians are now sep-
arated from the other prisoners and are lodged
in a special camp situated at the border of the
wood. Under these conditions they are better able
to perform their religious ceremonies which
occupy an important place in their lives.

There are three large kitchens at the main camp
and two others which are used exclusively for
the preparation of Red Cross parcels. The Indians
also have a kitchen and numerous individual
rooms.

Clothing is in general good, the man of con-
fidence receives and distributes all collective food
and clothing parcels.

The Lazaret of Milag has 86 beds and a medical
personnel composed of 6 doctors, 2 surgeons and
one dentist. Instruments, bandages and pharma-
ceutical products are in sufficient quantity; the
reserve of serum against typhus is of 224 ¢m and
against diphtheria, 12 millions U.I. which are
good until the end of July 1944. There is still 320
cm of insulin left and a stock of 11,444 invalid
comfort parcels.

Amongst the very sick and seriously wounded
men, 59 have passed before the Mixed Medical
Commission for repatriation with the next ex-
change of prisoners and 170 others are waiting to
be examined by the Commission.

There are several chaplains who celebrate re-
ligious services. One Roman Catholic priest asks
that the Canadian Red Cross sends him regularly
communion wine and wafers, candles and a white
vestment for the celebration of mass.

The library is well run and has 1900 technical
books and 9400 others which include fiction etc.
Prisoners can easily organize lecture courses. The
theatre productions and orchestra are excellent.

The majority of prisoners are not working
although some are employed at small tasks inside
the camp and some have volunteered to work at
nearby farms. : G
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question : 1 have not received my prisoner’s P.
O.W. number or camp address; I understand
I can write to him c¢/o The International Red
Cross, Geneva. What assurance have I that
letters so addressed will reach him ?

Answer: The International Red Cross has un-
dertaken the duty of forwarding letters to pris-
oners of war. Information regarding prisoners
camps and P.O.W. number is sent direct to
Geneva by the Detaining Power and as soon
as this information is received the I.R.C. will
forward your letters. (See page 2).

Question: I have been notified that my son is a
prisoner of war at Stalag 344 but have not re-
ceived his P.O.W. number, Can I get a govern-
ment label to send him a parcel ?

Answer: Yes. So long as you know your sc s
camp, and it is a permanent one, the Dept of
National War Services will issue you a label at
your request so that you may send a next of
kin parcel.

Question: Are individuals allowed to send Christ-
mas cards to P.O.W.

Answer : No.

‘The sending of Christmas cards to Canadian
and other British military prisoners and civilian
internees in Europe is prohibited again this year.

The congestion at enemy censorship caused
in the past by the large number of Christmas
cards resulted in delay in delivery of ordinary
letters. The prisoners prefer to receive their
ordinary letters promptly rather than having
them delayed through the sending of Christmas
cards.

This restriction does not apply to Canadians
interned in neutral countries.

Question : Who lays down the restrictions and
regulations regarding mail to and from pris-
oners of war ?

- Answer : Under the Geneva convention, prisoner

of war mail is transmitted free and is delayed as

little as possible by censorship. The number of
outgoing letters is fixed by each of the belliger-
ent nations, but incoming mail is limited only
by the exigencies of transportation and censor-
ship. Postal censorship officials encourage letter
writers to be brief and not to write more than
one letter a week. In Germany, non-commis-
sioned officers and men are allowed to send
out two letters and four postcards a month.
Protected personnel — doctors, dentists, med-
ical orderlies, chaplains, stretcher bearers —
may send out four letters and eight postcards
each month, and officers may send mail in
amounts varying according to their rank.
Canadian postal censorship regulations prohibit
mention of anything likely to give information
to the enemy. When letters cannot be sent
because they contravene regulations, they are
always returned to the sender with an explan-
ation and a new copy of the regulations. '

Question : What is the safest method of sending
photographs to prisoners of War ?

Answer : The quickest way to send photographs
is to mail them in an envelope, either air or free
mail, without enclosing a letter. Letters are
censored at a different depot to photographs
which causes a delay when they are sent to-
gether. Envelopes should be marked ‘‘photo-
graphs’’ stating the number enclosed and should
have the senders name clearly marked on the
back. Each photograph should bear the name
and address of the sender and the recipient.

Question : What is the latest information regard-
ing Stalag 357 and Stalag 355 ?

Answer : Stalag 357 has been transferred to a
place called Oerbke, near Fallingbostel, and has
not been changed to Stalag 355 which is an
entirely separate camp, As far as we know,
the men from Stalag Luft VI are still either
at Stalag 357 or at Stalag Luft IV.

Question : Can you give me any information re-
garding the location of Stalag Luft VII ?

Answer : Stalag Luft VII is located at Krauzbeig
on the River Oder.
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BOOKS

Books fill an essential need in the life of a
prisoner of war. Firstly they provide a means of
mental escape from the dreary surroundings of
a prison camp, secondly they supply stimulation
and food for the mind which is second only in
importance to food for the physical man and
thirdly a bookshelf beside a man’s bunk provides
him with a comfortable feeling of owning some
personal belongings and lends an air of home-
liness to the gregarious impersonality of com-
munal living quarters. Books are read over and
over again, they are handed from one man to
another and are always in use, consequently paper-
covered books of the Penguin variety are unsui-
table in P. O. W. camps. The quality and
durability of the binding should be taken into
account as well as the contents of the book.
And the latter consideration is of course the most
important of all and one which should be given
much careful thought in choosing for prisoners.

Every book is subjected to double censorship,
certain books are prohibited by Canadian author-
ities for security reasons: This applies almost
entirely to technical books and h