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Valcartier Canmp,

¢ Sep. 5/14.

Dear. Fred - = : g —

s

I suppose you weculd have reéeived ny telegram by the timeyou
get this letter. I got in here a couple of days &go from Vapcouver
ﬁith the 11th lrish Fusiliers of Van. and passed the}examinatiqn today.
I would have wired sooner tut knew it was a pretty severe exemination
amd wanted to make sure of passing first and didn't get a chance To
write you from Van. as we were rushed out on specialbtroop trains ét
an hour's notice. We have just been issued with uniforms today and

were inoculated for typhoid fever . Several of. the fellows fainted

from the effects on the march btack from the daétors and ever
Peeling pretty scedy tonight tut outside of a very sore arm I don't feel
so tad over it. I tried to get leave of absence from the train at
smith Falls for a day to come up to Toronto and home but could not
get it and we were only allowed~9ut of the train at wayside stations
where we did a couple of hours drill to ldmber up two or three times
on the trip. I have a pass in now for 72 hours but am afraid I won't
be sble to get it. It is very hard to get any passes at all and 3 days
is & long time juct nmow. They are certainly drilling us hard and
nobody knows when we leave although orders sye to be prepared to move
at once. If I get my pass I will wire you Monday night although I
really am not very hopeful.
There are 3%000 men in camp now and it is a pretty busy scene.

suypose you knew Sport Murton was here with an engineers Corps from



Toronto. I ran across him and several others from Toronto I knew.
My address here is
Pte. Carter
"p" Company 7th Batt.
2ng- el Fatlpum———

"11th Irish Fusiliers™ o Valcartier Camp, P.Q.
and I would like awfully to get a line from you before I leave even
if I cannot see you o0ld Freddie boy

Yours

“Bert "
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She s in the Hall of Fame ,

Janet Carter was a hlghlyregarded Galt language teacher

This is one of a series on members of
the Waterloo County Hall of Fame at
Doon Pioneer Village, Kitchener.

By ERNIE RONNENBERG

- “Pifty million Frenchmen can’t be
wrong” — nor can a.thousand or more
students. who took French under Janet
Wishart Carter at the Galt collegiate
from 1901 to 1934.

- To recall Miss Carter to them or to her

fellow teachers is fo elicit a eulogy, not
only in the recollection of her classroom
proficiency and her dedication to her pro-
fession, but also to her various avoca-
tions. She made-a valuable contribution
to the school and the community.

Miss Carter taught English, French;--

German and Spanish. She was head of
the department of languagés for some
years and on her retirement received a
decoration from King George V for her
contribution in the field of education.

A scholarship perpetuates her memory
at Galt collegiate, Kenneth Thomson,
principal, said.

Miss Carter was the first woman to
graduate from the University of Toronto
with'a master of arts degree. She was the
first woman member of the Galt colle-
giate staff. She spent more than one sum-
mer studying languages in Europe.

She was the first president of the Galt
Collegiate Staff Players Club organized
in 1924 and was an active member of the
Little Theatre, said Mrs. T. D. Cowan,
Galt historian.

She gave leadership to the support of
the Grenfell Mission in Labrador, She
was a member of the Galt library board
from 1935 and 1949 and also was a mem-
ber of the Waterloo County Hlstoncal So-
ciety.

W. S. McVittie, former mayor of Hes-
peler, was one of Miss Carter’s students.
Five years after his graduation he was at
Galt collegiate as’ a teacher. He won-

dered how his former teachers would ac-
cept a former student as a fellow staff
member. Miss Carter put him at ease.
He continued to be William to her as he
had been as a student. She was an ex-
‘cellent teacher, he said.

She remembered her students, teach-
ers and friends and they remembered
her.

Mr. McVittie’s twin sister, Mrs. Oscar
Stager of Ancaster, had been assistant
secretary at Galt collegiate. Later she
went into training as a nurse at Victoria
Hospital, London, Ont. ‘“and received-the
loveliest letter from Miss Carter.”

Mr. Stager had been a student at the
collegiate. When he took French later at
McMaster in Hamilton (now McMaster
University), a professor said he could
always tell' students who had taken
French under Miss Carter.

Following her death in 1953, Earl Wer-
stine, veteran Galt newspaperman, re-
ceived a lettér from a friend, Dr. J. M.
Deans, a Windsor dentist, enclosing a do-
nation to the -Grenfell mission. One of
Miss Carter’s last requests had been that
flowers be omitted and donations sent to
the mission.:

Muriel Thomson of Preston, a relative,
recalled pleasant summers spent with
“Nane” (as Miss Carter was affectiona-
tely known to younger members of the
family circle), and her sisters at their
cottage at Point Au Baril.

Miss Carter, she said, once brought an

" Indian boy from the Point Au Baril area

back to Galt and financed his education.
Later, after he was married, he and his
wife came to visit her.

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
Carter, Miss Carter was born in Galt but
moved with the family of six, three sons
and three daughters, to Elora where she

received her elementary and secondary
school education.

Her three brothers were Robert (Bert)

Miss Carter also supported mission.

Fred and Williém, and her sisters were
Jean and Alexandra.

Fred was a Toronto lawyer. His son,
Dr. John Carter, is a member of the Uni-
versity of Waterloo faculty. He recently
purchased a home in Elora — the village
in which his grandparents had lived.

Bert, who had played lacrosse in Elora
and Fergus, became a stali;wﬂ:h a team
in British Columbia before the First
World War. He was nicknamed Nick. He
enlisted with the first Capadian contin-
gent. He died overseas ofisﬁhal meningi-
tis.

William lived in Wmdsor and Toronto,

Alexandra lived with Miss Carter in
Galt at 20 McKenzie St. Jean, a nurse

in New York City, also came to live with
her sisters upon her retirement. Ji

Following her graduation from the Uni-

{ versity of Toronto, Janet Carter taught at
ithe Presbyterian ladies college and at the

Elora high school before coming to Galt
in 1901.

At GCI she taught under three prin-
ipals, Thomas Carcadden who also is in
the Hall of Fame, A. P. Guadry and Dr.

. H. Wholton. Dr. Wholton was principal
f the collegiate for 35 years from 1925 to
960.

§ Retired teachers who were staff mem-

bers with Miss Carter all held her in the

ghest esteem. Among them were Her-
ort (Peter) Denis-Nathan, vice-prin-
ipal; Mrs. F. O. Ransom of Toronto;
largaret [Fraser, librarian; Robert
amilton, science teacher; Mr. McVittie;
irank Ferguson, later head of the En-
ish department, and Kay Rehder,
lathematics teacher.

@ Mrs. Ransom, her successor as teacher
| languages at the collegiate, was as-

$ciated with Miss Carter for three years
fore her retirement. She was delighted
tknow she is remembered in the Hall of
ime, having ‘“happy memories” of
ir relationship.

e recalled meeting a former student
iff British Columbia who spoke of Miss
( ‘ er ‘“with the greatest admiration.”

She remembered too, ‘‘the twinkle in her
eye”’ and her interest in her students and
recalled a German dinner party Miss
Carter had arranged at which only Ger-
man was spoken.

She also recalled Miss Carter, then in
her 60s, playing the part of an elderly
aunt, Aunt Ida, in the play, Green Stock-
ings. Mrs. Ransom was her niece in that
play.

She held a special place in the commu-
nity for decades, Mrs. Ransom said.

Miss Carter was the “grand dame” of
the school, said Miss Fraser. ‘“‘She was
an outstanding person in personality and
in her teaching. Miss Fraser said she had
heard many students say ‘“how well they
got along. with languages under Miss
Carter.”

She recalled that one youg teacher, in
an effort to overcome her nervousness
said she kept saying to herself as she en-
tered the classroom: “‘I am Miss
Carter’ — but it didn’t seem to work.”

‘“She was a marvellous teacher,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “She would have been
outstanding in any gerderation. She be-
longed to the authoritarian school. She
was very gracious, highly intelligent and
modern and up-to-date in her ideas. She
had wide interests and was right on the
bit about everything. She had a great
deal of respect for her students.”

Mr. Denis-Nathan said: “Galt is -full of
people who knew and respected her.”

She was honest and sincere and highly
respected and spoke her mind to prin-
cipals and teachers as well as to stu-
dents, Miss Rehder said.

C. Gordon Clarke joined the staff just
after Miss Carter retired, but had known
her. He recalled her reading the scrip-
ture lessons at memorial services.

The Grenfell mission in Labrador was
established by Wilfred Grenfell. The
Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fish-
erman of London, England, sent Grenfell
to Labrador in the summer of 1892. On
his return he asked to be sent back to
work among the people of Labrador.

The Royal National Mission was unable
to finance the work and contributions
were sought in England, Canada and the
United States. The first hospital was built
in 1893. Five other hospitals were es-
tablished as funds became available.
Public health posts were set up at other
strategic points. Dormitories were pro-
vided and maintained at three centres to
enable children from isolated communi-
ties to receive an education. ‘

Miss Carter organized various everits
in Galt to raise money for the mission
and Grenfell came to Galt to personally
thank her for her work.

Miss Carter died Feb 21, 1953, at the
age of 83.
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