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VIMY-RIDGE

Vimy Ridge is a famous hill that runs in a 5. 5. W.
direction between Lens and Arras, and is crossed by the
main road connecting the two cities. It rises, at its
highest point, to a height of 145 meters (475 feet) above
sea level. It slopes gently into the Scarpe valley towards
Arras, but falls away sharply to the east, and dominates
that entire area as far as the eye can see. The Ridge was
one of the most important stragetic positions on the wes-
tern front, and witnessed some of the fiercest fighting
of the war,

When the German hosts were using their weight in a
determined drive for the sea the French had to fight
desperately to establish a line in the Vimy sector. In Octo-
ber, 1914, the first « continuous front line » was being
formed, and the 1st Cavalry Corps, under General Conneau,
came racing in and placed posts in Berthonval, La Haie
and Bouvigny woods. They stopped the German ad-
vance, and the enemy dug in at Souchez and Angres.  Soon
the 33rd Corps, under General Petain, arrived at Roclin-
court and Ecurie, and the 43rd Division, of the 21st Corps,
came to Berthonval and Carency. The 8bth Brigade
were before Lorette, and the blue Chasseurs, of the 86th
Brigade, were deployed in front of Berthonval, Carency,
and Ablain Saint-Nazaire.

Fighting began on October 8th, at night, and continued
the next day, and the French advanced 2000 meters
under terrific fire, driving the Germans back on Lorette.
On the .10th they reached a position from which they
could look over Souchez, in range with Hill 140 on Vimy,
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and see Givenchy woods. This hold on Lorette was a
bulldog grip that was never released. In the middle
~ of December it was decided that the 2Ist Corps should
make an attack on Angies and Souchez, and the 13 th
Division was in the van. They made a valiant assault
on the night of December 17, but were repulsed.

The 43rd Division relieved them and held the hill
during the winter months. At 6.30 a. m. on the 3rd of
March, 1915, the Germans blew a series of mines under
the French front trenches, and attacked. The sudden-
ness of their assault gained for them the first lines, but the
French artillery smashed the German forces hurrying
to the rescue. They counter-attacked and recovered
the lost ground within two days.

The 43rd then decided that they would attack, and
began fighting on the 15th of March, making several small
gains.  Then a grand offensive was begun by the Tenth
French Army, the 21st Corps having Souchez and Angres
as its objective, the 33rd Corps having Hill 140, and the
20th Corps was to try to reach la Folie Farm. The at-
tack began on the 9th of May, and the ouststanding fea-
ture of the battle was the advance of the Morrocan Divi-
sion. Casting aside impeding equipment, singing and
cheering, they rushed from Berthonval Farm, taking
the German trenches in a stride, bayonnetting, clubbing,
capturing prisoners.  They went on and on, up the
slopes of Vimy, clearing all before them, and reached
Hill 140.  There they established themselves, and sent
out patrols which reached as far as Givenchy and Petit
Vimy. !

But the Germans were in great strength at Neuville-
Saint-Vaast, and held their lines, and there was not much
gain on the left of the attack, so that the men at Hill
140 were almost isolated.  The fighting continued each
day. Carency was captured on the 12th. All through
May and into June the French kept assailing the enemy
positions, driving him slowly but surely from the Souchesz
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territory, but the hold on Vimy was lost after a very
few days. = Ablain-Saint-Nazaire was captured on the
29th of May. ‘

On the 25th of September, in conjunction with the Bri-
tish attack on Loos, the French made another grand offen-
sive, and the troops of the 21st and 23rd Corps were used.
The villagé of Souchez itself ‘was taken in the first attack,
and soon Cabaret Rouge had fallen before French bayo-
nets.  On-the 27th the attack reached its limit. In theé
face of murderous machine gun fire and under a terrific

" Canadian treriches. — T'ranchées Canadiennes. — Vimy

barrage the French soldiers swarmed up the Vimy slo-
pes and reachied Hill 119, pushed on to Hill 140 again, and
even got pitrols to La Folie Farm.  But their casualties
had beenfrightful. Dead, in sky-blue uniforms, marked
cach yard of progress. and each unit of the attacking
divisions had had a full share. There were no fresh troops
to help hold the objectives reached, and there was a ter-
rible: flanking fire to endure. The Germans attacked in
close formation, suffering heavy casualties, but keeping
on.. The French fought bravely, yet had to retire.  They
had-captured 2600 prisoners; nine field guns, and a greait
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number of machine guns, so that the fighting had its
rewards. Yard by yard they retreated, but so stubborn
was their action that the enemy masses had to desist
as they were still on the wests lopes of Vimy, and there
the French dug in, and held.

The bravest of France christened Vimy Ridge with
their blood. Their two attacks, each of which reached
Hill 140, saw more sanguinary bayonet fighting than
occurred at any time after. Artillery fire was the domina-
ting factor in later warfare, and mining played a major
part until the Ridge was finally captured.

On March 16th, 1916, the British relieved the French
at Vimy, the 47th (London) Division taking over the
trenches. These were mostly outpost lines, a precarious
footing on the slopes above the long Zouave Valley. The
Germans overlooked from the Pimple, could see almost
every move that was made, yet remained quite peaceful.
They knew the British took over, and asked for news.
They were given copies of the London « Times », and as
a result, apparently, two deserters came over in the
night.

The peacefulness came to an abrupt end, then, too late,
the British discovered the reason it had existed. The
Germans were mining, were working under their front
lines. Four companies of Engineers worked desperately
to check the enemy underground but could not, at once,
cope with the situation. On April 26 the first German mine
went up. It was blown as a brigade relief was taking place,
the 141 st relieving the 140th, but one battalion, the 6th,
was ready in advance, and they seized the lips of the new
crater.

Other battalions assisted with rifle fire so well that a
counter attack was prevented. On the 29th of May the
British engineers blew a camouflet and detonated a big
German mine, which formed Broadridge Crater. The
Germans promptly sprang a third mine between the two,
destroying the front trench and causing 80 casualties to
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the trench garrison.  The British, however, secured pos-
session of the new crater and established posts near where
tlie old line had run.

South of this point the front became critical. Eleven
German galleries were suspected, and the British counter-
mined desperately, working day and night, with the in-
fantry assist ng by carrying up timbers and taking away
the soil. The 2Ist Battalion, at Carency, was kept in
readiness for action. At 445 a. m on May 3, four
German mines were fired. Three big craters were for-

German trenches. — Tranchées allemandes. — Vimy

med, Momber, Love, and Kennedy. The fourth mine
blew back, only jarring the ground. Further south, the
25th Division was blown out of trenches in the Berthonval
sector, but the waiting battalion at Carency rushed up
and held the three big craters, assisted by the artillery. = In
the south part, the British counter-mined, put up several
mines on May 15, and regained their old lines.

This part, nearer Neuville-Saint-Vaast, was in bad
condition. It had been shelled and mined so much that
the lines were bul disconnected shell holes, without any
support trenches. The Germans began to use Trench
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Mortars freely, and bombarded the British front lines for
five hours on May 19, and kept up a heavy shelling on
the 20th. On Sunday, May 21, the bombardment lasted
all day, until all the British lines were in a frightful con-
dition. At 3.40 p. m. the first known « box barrage »
was used on the 47th Division in Zouave Valley. The
shell fire held them there and cut off all communica-
tions. For four hours concentrated German artillery
pounded the British trenches, and knocked out four ‘Bri-
tish guns as well, and at 7.45 p. m. the German infantry
attacked.

The r first rush carried the lines of the 25th Division
halfway down the slope.  There the British got a footing,
and at 8.40 p. m. they tried to counter-attack, but without
avail. Of those who had survived the bombardemnt on
that stretch of crater posts in the centre of Vimy, many
" were taken prisoners, among them four officers,and no
messages got back toheadquarters until 10.00 p. m.

At 2 a. m. on May 22, another counter-attack was

attempted but without success, and two battalions conso-

lidated on old French trenches.. The intense shellin"‘

prevented the British from or ganizing for counter-attacks,
and their losses had been very heavy. One officer
kept a machine gun in No Man’s Land and covered the
retirement,_of his company. A captain and an adjutant
led a small counter-attack, and both were killed. ~ Only
17 'men remained out of one company. Yet two battalions
wére given orders to attempt a counter-attack on the
evening of May 23. One, the 24th, was held up. The
othér reached its old line and held there an hour before
Weing forced back. Nothing more could be done. The
‘enemy had had time to get securely established, and he
held all the advantage, overlooked all positions. Fresh
British divisions relieved the remnants of those who
had held the lines,  In three days 63 officers and 2044
men had fallen in the stretch of crater posts. i

The Germans seemed content with their holdmﬂs and

LIS ol

no further fighting resulted for a long time.  In July the
British raided his ‘trenches successfully on three separate
occasions, and at length discovered that the enemy had
listening sets by which he overheard any messages despat-
ched in the Berthonval area. Captured documents pro-

German trenches. — Tranchées allemandes. — Vimy

ved that they had even heard the Town Major of Villef~—

au-Bois telling front line troops that he had billets ready
for them.

Underground, the advantage rested with the British,
They had gradually conquered the German miners, and
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had planted several mines under the enemy craters, rea-
dy for blowing during the proposed attack on the Ridgein
the autumn of ’16. Saps were blown and counterblown,
but when the Canadians came, in October, the British
engineers were in complete control.

The Canadians, battle-worn from the Somme struggle,
were content with trench routine until they were rested,
then they began a series of raids that increased with
cach month. They held a frontage of 7000 yards, from
Kennedy Crater on the left to Commandant House on the
right, and the Germans soon realized that they might
expect an attack at any hour, day or night. One raid, by
means of a mine gallery, netted 58 prisoners, another.
boldly over the top, resulted in 100 prisoners.

Both sides began to tunnel extensively, so that men and
supplies could be brought up out of the range of shell
fire. Twelve tunnels were made by the British engineers,
averaging 1/2 a mile in length. The shortest of these
subways was 290 yards in length, the longest, 1880 yards.
They were 6 ft. 6 in. in height, and 3 feet wide, were lighted
by electricity, had tramways, dressing stations, traffic
d rectories, water tanks, etc. Two reserve water tanks
had a capacity of 50.000 gallons each.

In March the Germans fired two mines, their last under-
ground attempt, and lost bot: craters. There after our
shellfire was so ntense that t'ie enemy was active only
as a trench garrison. The British staff planned a huge
offensive with a frontage of 12 miles, from Givenchy-
en-Gohelle in the north to Croisilles in the south, and
the Canadians were given the task of capturing Vimy
Ridge.

In the third week of March the guns began cutt ng
the German wire along the crater lines and to shell the
back areas and communications. On April 4, there began
a tremendous bombardment of the entire front, espec.ally
of the Vimy sector and the counter battery work was
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so successful that nearly a third of the enemy’s guns were
put out of action. In order to keep the Germans from
knowing all that was taking place as preparations British
airmen kept up a continuous offensive. In one week-
forty-eight British planes « failed to return » and 46Ger-
man ones were accounted for in that period.

Easter Sunday, April 8, 1917, was a day of perfect
weather, and the shelling lulled somewhat. The Cana-
dians gathered overnight in the huge tunnels under Vimy,
and when zero hour came, 5.30 Monday morning, they
went over the top in a blinding sleet storm under one of
the heaviest barrages of the war. Only a hummocky
waste remained where the first German trenches had been,
and there was little resistance from the second line. But
the German machine gunners farther on had had the pro-
tection of concrete strong points, and they put up bitter
opposition. On the right, however, the Canadians brooked
no delay. They cleared all before them with bayonet
and bomb, charged batteries that fired pointblank, and
tore through Farbus Wood to the railway beyond. Tanks
were to be used, but all stuck fast in the mud.

Thelus and La Folie Wood were cleared by nine o’clock,
and then trouble began. The « Pimple, » highest ground
on the left, was a commanding hillock, a regular fortress
of steel and concrete, and it, with similar machine gun
posts, caused terrible losses to the Fourth Division.  All
afternoon the battle waged, then, in a determined drive,
the « Pimple » was cleared. On the next day another
attempt hurled the Germans completely from the Ridge,
and far over the plains beyond.

The enemy dugouts were very deep and "numerous,
and their subways were on a level with the British ones.
One had been mined, but as its engineers were trapped
in the tunnel they speedily showed their captors the
lead to the explosives. The most striking feature,
after the battle, was the visibility the Germans had of
the British spoil dumps. Looking down from the
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German craters one could see them as plainly as small
monuments.

Vimy Ridge is steeped in the bravest blood of France,
England, Canada and Germany. Twice the French made
terrific and almost-successful attacks. Twice the Ger-
mans counter-attacked them; twice they attacked the
British. Then came the grand finale on April 9.

"« When the sun goes down on Vimy and the night
winds softly croon.

There are many ghostly shadows in the gleamings of
the moon.

In blue, and gray, and khaki, they gather on the hl”.

And there know one another as mortals never will .

Q]ntel Restaurant de Strashonrg - Arras

(NEAR THE STATION) f

Saloon Bar - Private rooms - Telep 1.44 - English
Spol{cn - Home cooking - Honest wines and prices -
Bath - Central-Heating - Garage - 40 chambres
de 10 3 30 Frs - Running waters all over -

Rccommanded by CVny one that has come once.

R. POURCHEZYZ

PRO=
Late from the Midland Railway C° Hotel
Manchester (England)
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LA CRETE DE VIMY
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La fameuse Créte de Vimy s’étend, dans la direction Sud
Sud-Ouest, entre Lens et Arras; elle est traversée par la
route nationale reliant ces deux villes. Son point culmi-
nant atteint une hauteur de 145 métres au dessus du niveau
de la mer —— eclle descend doucement dans la vallée de
la Scarpe vers Arras — mais sa pente Est est abrupte et
domine toute la région a perte de vue. La Créte de Vimy
fut une des plus importantes positions stratégiques du front
Ouest, et témoin d’une des batailles les plus acharnées de la
Grande Guerre.

Quand les armées allemandes se déversérent en masse
pour la course a la mer, les Francais durent, lutter désesp¢-
rément pour établir une ligne dans le secteur de Vimy.
En Octobre 1914, la premiére ligne de front continu est
constituée et le 1¢r Corps de Cavalerie (Colonel Conneau).
qui prend part a I’action, établit ses postes a Berthonval
la Haie et dans les bois de Bouvigny. I.’avance allemande
est, arrétée et I’ennemi se retranche a Souchez et Angres
Bientot le 33¢ Corps (Général Pétain) arrive a Roclincourt
et Ecurie la 43¢ Division du 21¢ Corps a Berthonval et
Carency — la 85¢ Brigade tient devant Lorette — et les
Chasseurs bleus de la 86¢ Brigade sont déployés devant
Berthonval, Carency et Ablain-Saint-Nazaire.

La bataille est déclenchée le 8 octobre au soir et se
continuera toute la journée du lendemain : les Francais
avancent sous un feu meurtrier, gagnent deux mille métres
et repoussent les Allemands vers Lorette. L.e 10 octobre
ils atteignent une position qui leur permet de découvrir,
au dela de Souchez, la Cote 140 et les bois de Givenchy —
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ils 8’y accrochent et ne la lacheront plus. Vers le milieu de
décembre, le 21¢ Corps d’armée recoit 1'ordre d’attaquer
sur le front Angres-Souchez; la 13¢ Division fait partie de
I’avant-garde. Le 17 décembre ils livrent un furieux as-
saut mais sont repoussés.

La 43¢ Division vient relever la 13¢ et occupera la Créte
pendant les mois d’hiver. Le 3 mars 1915. 4 6 h. 30 du
matin les Allemands font sauter une série de mines creusées
sous les lignes francaises et attaquent. La soudaineté de
cette manceuvre leur gagne les premieres lignes, mais I'ar-
tillerie francaise écrase les forces allemandes accourant a
la rescousse — les Francais contre-attaquent et reprennent
en deux jours le terrain perdu.

La 43¢ Division décide d’attaquer a son tour et le 15
mars ouvre l’action qui va lui permettre de consolider
ses positions. Puis une grande offensive est déclenchée
par la 10¢ Armée : le 21¢ Corps a recu comme objectif
Souchez et Angres — le 33¢ Corps la Cote 140 —le 20me
Corps devra essayer d’atteindre la ferme de La Folie.
L’attaque est commencée le 9 mai. Le trait caractéristique
de cette bataille sera I’avance de la Division Marocaine :
se débarrassant de leurs sacs et de tout ce qui pourrait les
géner, chantant et s’encourageant, ils s’élancent de la
ferme de Berthonval, prenant d’'un bond les tranchées
allemandes, assommant, jouant de la bajonnette, capturant
des prisonniers — ils se ruent, avancant toujours, jusqu’aux
pentes de Vimy, rettoyant tout devant eux. lls atteignent
alors la Cote 140, s’y établissant eux-mémes et envoient
des patrouilles jusqu’a Givenchy et Petit-Vimy.

Mais les Allemands étant en nombre & Neuville-Saint-
Vaast purent maintenir leurs lignes; l'aile gauche ne put
guére avancer et les hommes a la Cote 140 se trouvérent
presque isolés. La bataille continua chaque jour, Carency
fut pris le 12, Durant tout le mois de mai et une partie de
juin les Frangais multipliérent leurs assauts contre les
positions de I’ennemi, le repoussant lentement mais sure-
ment du territoire de Souchez — mais Vimy ne put étre
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maintenu et fut repris par les Allemands quelques jours
aprés. Ablain Saint-Nazaire fut reconquis le 29 mai.

oK . .
_Le %5 septembre, en corrélation avec I'attaque britan-
nique sur Loos, les Frangais déclenchent une erande of-

In dug outss o Scu]pturcs dans les sapes. — Vimy

fensive & laquelle participent les troupes des 21¢ et 23e
Corps d’Armée. Le village de Souchez est repris dés la
premiére attaque, puis bientot le « Cabaret Rouge » tombe
devant les baionnettes francgaises — le 27, la bataille a
atteint son paroxysme — sous le feu meurtrier des canons
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et les terribles feux de barrage, les Francais escaladent les
pentes de Vimy, atteignent la Gote F 19 p(n‘lsscn‘t de HO”_,
veau jusqu’a la Cote 140 et parvionnc.*nt méme 3 enV(?y«l*x'
des patrouilles & la Ferme de La FO].IO Mais ils ont,.su )1
d’effroyables pertes.. La Mort, en unlforlrl({ b1<:.u homz?tl.’
marque chaque metre de terrain I'CCOIl(IlllS’. rl‘outes (ol
Divisions qui ont pris part a I’attaque ont ete fort_elfle‘r?.
éprouvés. Il n'y a plus de troupes ff'aiches pour mamtenil.
les objectifs atteints et cependant il faut encore Vendur(,l
un terrible feu de flanc. Les Allemands contrc—attaquenl'
on masses compactes, subissent d’énormes pm"tes ct’ malgrtlf
tout persistent. Les Francais se battent Qe,scsp'crémen'.
mais doivent reculer : ils ont fait 2.600 prisonniers, pris
9 canons de tranchées et un grand nombre de mitrailleuses.
Leur vaillance fut ainsi récompensée.. Ils. reculent, man.f
pied a pied et leur défense est si obstlnéc que 1e§ masso,f
ennemies doivent renoncer & descendre plus avant les
pentes Ouest de Vimy ol les Francais se terrent.

La Créte de Vimy a été baptisée avec le sang des plus
braves de France. Leurs deux attaques pendant lesquelles
ils ont atteint la Cote 140 comportent & 01105\* seules plu.s d(f
combats sanguinaires & la baionnette qu’l! ne f,lerilt y
en avoir jusqu’a la fin des hostilités. Le feu d artxll.ern.s
allait étre maintenant le facteur dominanvt,. o:t'les mmeis
jouer le principal role jusqu’a la capture définitive du pla-
teau.

Le 16 mars 1916, les troupes britanniques relévent l‘es
Francais & Vimy. La 47¢ Division (Londres) }?rend“po.sscs:
sion des tranchées. Ce sont en grande }’)m't,m des hgn(i
d’avant-garde, de précaires postes avances 5111‘ les penlti(,‘.\
au-dessus de la longue « Vallée des Zouaves ». Les A (:
mands, dominant du « Pimple », peuvent surv:mller presqm‘
tous nos mouvements, mais ne semblent manifester aucunt
activite. Ils savent que les Britanniques occupent le frf)m:
ot demandent des nouvelles. 1 recoivent des exemplaires
du « Times » imprimé & Londres — c’est, peut-&tre pour cette
raison que deux déserteurs arrivent dans la nuit.
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Cette tranquillité est brusquement rompue. Malheureu-
sement, trop tard, les Britanniques ont découvert la raison
de ce calme apparent : les Allemands creusaient des mines
sous leurs premiéres lignes. Quatre compagnies de sapeurs
luttérent avec acharnement pour essayer d’enrayer ce
travail souterrain mais ne purent y arriver assez tot et
le 26 avril la premiére mine allemande sautait. Elle explosa
alors que la 141¢ Brigade relevait la 140¢ — mais les hom-
mes du 6¢ Bataillon étaient préts, et s’emparérent des
bords de I’entonnoir.

Plone wreckage. — Débris d’avion. — Vimy : ;

D’autres bataillons les soutinrent par une fusillade
acharnée et une contre-attaque put ainsi étre ‘évitée.
Le 29 mai, les sapeurs britanniques firent sauter un camou-
flet et une grosse mine allemande qui formérent un enton:
noir dénommé « Broadridge Crater ». Les Allemands firent
vivement sauter ‘une troisiéme mine entre les deux pre-
miéres, détruisant ainsi la tranchée de premiere ligne ot
SO homimes furent tués. Toutefois les Britanniques purent
prendre possession du nouveau cratére et établir leurs
avant-postes prés de Dendroit ot se trouvaient aupas
ravant les anciennes lignes. : i
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Au sud de cette position le front devenail critique —
on soupconnait I’existence de onze galeries allemandes —
les ‘Britanniques contre-minaient désespérément, travail-
lant jour et nuit, avec I'aide de I'Infanterie qui aidait @
transporter les bois et a creuser le sol. Le 21¢ Bataillon
était tenu en réserve a Carency, prét a l'action.

Le 3 mai, 4 4 h.45 du matin, quatre mines allemandes
sautaient formant trois grands cratéres « Momber »,
« Love et « Kennedy » — la quatriéme mine n’explosa
pas ébranlant seulement le sol. Plus au Sud, dans le sec-
teur de Berthonval, la tranchée occupée par la 25° Division
sautait & son tour, mais le Bataillon qui attendait & Garency
s'¢lanca et, soutenu par l'artillerie, prit position des trois
grands entonnoirs. Au Sud, les Britanniques contre-miné-
rent — le 15 mai ils firent sauter plusieurs mines et rega-
gnérent leurs anciennes lignes.

Cette partie, plus proche de ‘Neuville-Saint-Vaast,
stait en trés mauvais état. Elle avait été tant de fois bom-
bardée et minée que les lignes n’existaient plus et que le
terrain n’était qu'une suite intermittente de trous d’obus.
Les Allemands commencérent a se servir abondamment
de mortiers de tranchées. Le 19 mai ils bombardérent les
lignes britanniques pendant cing heures, continuérent ce
bombardement intense le 20 et le dimanche 21 mai toute
la journée, jusqu'a ce que les lignes britanniques fussent
complétement bouleversées.

A 3 h. 40, les Allemands dirigérent contre la 47¢ Divisior

dans la « Vallée des Zouaves » un feu de barrage qui les
isolait du reste des troupes en leur coupant toutes commu-
nications. Pendant quatre heures Dartillerie allemande
pilonna les tranchées britanniques et mit quatre canons
hors d’'usage — & 7 h. 45 du soir I'infanterie allemande
attaqua.
' La premiére vague d’assaut obligea la 26¢ Division
britannique & se replier jusqu’a mi-chemin de la Créte on
elle trouva un point d’appui. A 8 h. 40 elle essaya de contre-
attaquer, mais sans succes.
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Une grande partie de ceux qui avaient survécu au bom-
ba.rdem.ent des cratéres, au centre de Vimy, furent faits
prisonniers et parmi eux 4 Officiers. Le Quartier ﬂénéra‘!
resta sans nouvelles jusque 10 heures du SOir. B

Le 22 mai a 2 heures du matin, une nouvelle contre-
attaque fut tentée sans plus de succeés — et deux bataillons
se retranchérent dans les anciennes lignes francaises. UI;
b,ombardement intensif évita aux Britanniques (f’oro'aniser
d’autres contre-attaques. Ils avaient subi de treés loourde<
pertes. Un officier resté seul avec une mitrailleuse dans ];&

German “trench system. — Réseau de tranchées allemandes. — Vimy

« No n}an’s land » couvrit la retraite de sa Compagnie
Un capitaine et un adjudant qui avaient pris le comman'-.
(fement d'une petite contre-attaque furent tués. D’une
Lqmpagnio il ne restait que 17 hommes. Déja d;aux ba—.
ta}llons avaient recu l'ordre de .contre—atta(ill;r1- da‘ns Ia
501r§e du 23 mai. Le 24¢ Bataillon fut arr(‘:ték-—w l’autr:\
atteignit ses anciennes lignes, s’y maintint environ u;1f>
h’em"e, puis dut abandonner. Rien d’autre ne put étre
réalisé. L’ennemi avait eu le temps de se retrancher soli;
den.le.nt et. conservait I’avantage — dominant toutes les
positions. Les survivants de ces heures tragiques furen‘t
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relevés par de nouvelles divisions britanniques. En trois
jours, 63 officiers et 9 (044 hommes étaient tombés dans
la zone des cratéres. : ¢

Les Allemands semblaient satisfaits de leurs nou-
velles positions et pendant longtemps le secteur resta
calme. o) i ;

En juillet, les Britanniques firent trois sorties fructueuses
et, 4 la longue, découvrirent que l’ennemi avait installé
des postes d’écoute qui lui permettait d’intercepter tous
les messages envoyés dans le se¢teur de Berthonval.
(lertains documents saisis prouverent quils avaient méme
entendu le Commandant de Place de Villers-au-Bois
{annoncer aux troupes de premiére ligne quil avait pour
‘eux des billets de logement.

Sous terre, 'avantage restait aux Britanniques. Gradu-
‘ellement, ils étaient arrivés a vaincre les sapeurs allemands
‘et a placer sous les crateres ennemis une série de mines
prétes a sauter pendant Pattaque qu'ils se proposaient, de
‘faire 4 I’automne 1916. On fit sauter et resauter ces sapes,
'1nais lorsqu’en octobre les Canadiens arrivérent, le Génie
Britannique en assurait I’entier controle.

Les Canadiens, épuisés par la bataille de la Somme,
'.¢ contentérent de la routine des tranchées jusqu’a ce qu'ils
fussent reposés, puis commencérent une série de sorties
qui allérent ¢ aceroissant chaque mois. Leur front s’étendait
sur une longueur de 6 kilométres, de Kennedy Crater »,
jusqua la gauche de la « Maison du Commandant »
sur la droite. Les Allemands se rendirent bientdt
compte quiils devaient s'attendre a étre attaqués inces-
samment. ’

‘Au cours d’une sortie opérée par une galerie de mine,
les Canadiens capturérent 58 prisonniers ; pendant une
autre, faite hardiment au-dessus des parapets ils en rame-
nerent une centaine.

. Les deux adversaires se servaient maintenant presqu’ex-
dlusivement de tunnels qui leur permettaient d’amener

— 2l -

f:rsb hc()immes et leurs :_approvisionnements a l'abri des
i mbardements. Le Génie britannique creusa 12 souter-
;di{ns —le pll.ls court mesurait 265 métres — le plus lon

j m 700 — 1l‘s étaient d’une hauteur de 2 métres d’ung
argeur de 1 métre — éclairés a ’électricité — possédaient
des voies de @O — des postes d’ambulance — des indication

pour l.e trafic — des bacs d’eau. Deux de ces réserv @
pouvaient contenir chacun 227.000 litres d’eau ool

Au 1S 1
mois de mars, les Allemands firent sauter deux mines

Memorial to Moroces Division. — Hill 140 Vimy

(o 4 0 3
ument 3 la Division Maroeaine. — Cbte 140 Vimy

;}Zt?jgdsl(l;erét les‘ deux entopnoirs, ce fut leur derniére ten-
e du e‘rralr.le..A partir de ce moment notre bombar-
S(.m i ji\;lsnt §1 v1ol‘ent q}le I'ennemi dut concentrer toute
britanhi ueu 4 ma.untemr ses tranchées. L’Etat-Major
. i qde gel}z.aralt‘ une grande offensive sur un frbn‘t
- 19 ilomeétres, entre Givenchy-en-Gohelle au

rd et Croisilles au Sud. Les Canadiens fu 68
.de capturer la Créte de Vimy. |

rent chargés
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Lesol de Vimy a ¢té abreuvé du plus pur sang de France,
d’Angleterre, du Canada et de ’Allemagne. A deux rc-
prises différentes les Francais ont livré de furieux assauts
qui ont presque abouti malgré les 2 contre-attaques alle- -
mandes. Par deux fois.les Allemands se sont rués sur les
Britanniques. Puis vint la grande finale du 9 avril.

Lorsque la brise passe & minuit, sur le mont

En bleu, gris ou khaki les fantomes du front
S’assemblent, vibrent dansla clarté lunaire,

Se connaissent bien mieux que vivants sur terre.

HOTEL MODERNE -~ BRASSERIE |
F. GRAVIER 5

RTTTTHITHTE T

Restaurant Carte et Prix fixe a toute heure
4 partir de 15 francs

60 Chambres tout confort & partir de 16 francs |

15 SALLES DE BAINS - ASCENSEUR l

SALLES PARTICULIERES POUR SOCIETES

. N.S.A.P. — 5, Boulevard de Strasbourg, ARRAS (France)




MONUMENT ELEVE A LA MEMOIRE DES SOLDATS CANADIENS SUR LA COTE DE VIMY

VIMY RIDGE MEMORIAL ERECTED BY CANADIAN BATTLEFIELDS MEMORIAL COMMISSION IN FRANCE

Walter Allward Sculpt. a. Architect
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