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Distant drums, we hear them throbbing
Throbbing half a world away,
Telling of a thousand heroes.
And who shall hear and stay?
Fight we will, for what men cherish
Giving all that men may give.
What of life, if freedom perish,
Or death, if freedom live?

Children’s voices hear them crying,
Cryiny faintly thro’ the night
Fatherless and faintly dying.
For how shall children fight?
Canada has heard the challenge,
Heard the bugles and the drum,
Thousands of her sons have answered,
And thousands more shall come.
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What of life, if free-dom per-ish, Or death, if free-dom live?
‘Thou-sands of her sons have an-swered, And thou-sandsmoreshall come.
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