








nothing less than the establish-
ment of a democratic world soci-
ety in which each nation and re-
gion will play a co-operative part.

Nothing less than a world union
will justify the losses and the
sacrifices of the present war, and
no effective world union can
envisaged except one between
peoples who speak the same poli-
tical language and practice the
same kind of loyalty to moral
right and to objective truth. This
means that if the English-speak-
ing democracies emerge trium-
phant from the ordeal of battle,
they will have to assume the im-
perative task of organizing life on
a democratic and co-operative-
basis throughout the planet. No
other peoples will have the neces-
sary combination of moral autho-
rity and physical power. We can-
not continue to view with toler-
ance or indifference the continua-
tion of obsolete systems of
government, the prevalence of
barbaric ideas of public order and
right, and we cannot admit the
possibility of active collaboration
with governments that do not rest
on the free consent of the gov-
erned. And this means that the
governed, in turn, shall be equip-
ped by adequate education and by
the institutions of {ree speech and
free assemblage and free criticism
to accept the full measure of their
responsibility, Effective world or-
ganization, in other words, de-
mands a community of equals.

Second. we cannot live in a
world that permits nations to be
suppressed or mutilated or wiped
out of existence, or treated as
hewers of wood and carriers of
water for the benefit of some mas-
ter nation. But neither can we
live under an order in which na-
tions proclaim for themselves the
right of absolute independence of
action and absolute freedom from
the moral authority and political
power of the rest of mankind.
The notions of national sover-
eignty and national isolation go
together. They are both insolent
fictions that contradict the real
condition under which human be-
ings and communities actually
live. No human being can live to
himself. To attempt this, as Aris-
totle once said, man must be either
a brute or a god.

CANNOT LIVE TO OURSELVES

And similarly, no nation, no em-
pire, no continent can live to it-
self; or refuse to take on the
duties and responsibilities of in-
ternational intercourse and inter-
naticnal collaboration. Nations,
like individuals under St. Paul's
injunction, must be members one
of another. Continental isolation
is as unreal as empire isolation
or national isolation. Nothing less
than the earth itself is now a big
enough place for any community
to live in; nothing less than the

lands and the waters of the earth
—all its continents, all its re-
sources, all its peoples, all their
treasures of culture and history—
is sufficient for the education of
man.

In this war, no single nation
can survive by itself That is plain
enough from the desperate efforts
that the Germans are making to
bring into their company every
country within reach of their
bribes, or their bombardments.
And in the world that will exist
after the war, no nation or con-
tinent can live to itself or survive
by itself. The continuance of our
civilization depends wupon our
ability to conceive, work out, and
to operate a world-wide union of
peoples. Today mankind is one—
one in misery or barbarism, or
one in co-operation and human
development.

The closed world of the totali-
tarian states is the symbol of
darkness and regression, closed to
trade, closed to ideas, closed to
foreign radio communication, clos-
ed to foreign newspapers, closed
to foreign travel; that is a world
only one step away from the in-
sane asylum. Or rather it is a
world whose hallucinations and
suspicions and corrupt phantasies
are the veritable mar of the
denizens of an insane asylum. We
must expand our parochial hori-
zons, even we in the United States
and Canada who think so easily in
continental terms, but still shrink
from world-wide responsibilites.
Solon, the great Greek law-giver,
was once asked for the mark of a
well-governed city, and he replied
that it was one in which a citizen
felt as much resentment against a
wrong or an injury done to an-
other as he would feel if the
crime had been committed against
himself. That is likewise a defin-
ition for a well-governed world.

UNION OF FREE PEOPLES

It follows from all this that
something more than a European
settlement will have to come out
cof this war: something more than
that Federation of Europe of
which people still too timidly
dream. Europe is important, North
and South America are important,
but the security and well-being
of the peoples of China and India
and the rest of Asia, Malaya and
Polynesia. to say nothing of the
peoples of Africa, are equally im-
portant. Nothing less than a Fed-
eral union of the free and demo-
cratic peoples who are bent on
establishing a world order will be
sufficiently strong and decisive to
serve as a starting point for the
long process of reconstruction that
lies ahead. That reconstruction
will be a many-sided one. It will
involve the equalization of advan-
tages between continent and con-
tinent, between region and region,
by a planetary rationing of re-
sources. It will involve the equal-
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izatiocn of advantages between eco-
nomic classes within the commu-
nity now spread far too widely
apart in their incomes and their
social opportunities. It calls for
the transformation of a system of
production based chiefly on the
pursuit of profit to one based on
the pursuit of human well-being,
to a system capable of working
effectively even when profits have
shrunk or have altogether disap-
peared.

RESPONSIBILITY OF VICTORY

The present war brings to a
head—and let us hope to an end
—four hundred years of unscrup-
ulous power politics and reckless
physical conquest. The so-called
youth of fascism, which proposes
to renew the grandoise dreams of
power conquest and booty, which
enflamed men’s minds in the Six-
teenth Century, is in reality not
youth at all, but the second child-
hood of the power man with his
dreams of predatory achievement
and despotic rule. We are ap-
proaching the era of re-settlement,
the era of balance, cultivation,
and co-operation; an era that will
be marked less by its mechanical
inventions than by its social and
political experiments.

We will need strength and har-
dihood to build this new order on
a world-wide scale, no less
strength, no less hardihood, than
our ancestors showed when they
spread over the planet as mission-
aries, as explorers, as immigrants
and pioneers. But we now have
a different ideal before us, not
the exploitation of man and the
conquest of nature, but an organic
partnership based on men’'s per-
manent needs for security, -
dom, justice, and truth. Victory
over the Nazi Fascist barbarians
will not mean that we have a
smooth and easy journey ahead of
us on the road to world order.
Victory will merely mean that we
have earned the power to make
decisions and to go ahead.

As an American I want my
country to contribute to that wic-
tory. I want to have the privilege
of sharing the sacrifices that the
pecples of the British Common-
wealth of Nations are making. I
want us to earn the right to work
on the plans for the future, and
to take part in the difficult work
of reconstruction that lies ahead.
Nothing that is worth doing today
will come easy. Nothing that
needs to be done can be done
without running terrible risks
and enduring painful sacrifices.
But that is the way of birth, that
is the way of life and creation.
Only those who have taken part
in this travail have earned the
right to carry on—humbly, pa-
tiently, whole-heartedly, the work
that those who are heroically
fighting and dying to preserve civ-
ilization, must leave behind them.
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